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RESOLUTIONS

PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

OF THE COMMONWEALTH

(TheseJoint ResolutionsNos. 1, 2 and3 were passedfor the first time at the
Legislative Sessionof 1957 and for the secondtime at the Legislative

Sessionof 1959.)

No.1

•A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposingan amendmentto article two, section four of the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,by providing for annualsessionsof the General
Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
hereby resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto. the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the
provisions of the eighteentharticle thereof-

That section four, article two of the Constitutionof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniabe amendedto read:

Section 4. Upon adoption of this amendmentthe GeneralAssem-
bly shallmeetat twelve o’clock noon on the first Tuesdayof January
of the year following such adoption,and shall meet at such time an-
nually thereafter,andat other times whenconvenedby the Governor.
A.t regular sessionsconveningin even-numberedyears the General
Assembly shall not enact any laws, except laws raising revenueand
laws making appropriations.

No. 2

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposingan amendmentto article nine, section eight of the Constitutionof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,increasingthe borrowing capacityof school
districts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby resolvesas follows:

Section 1. The following amendmentto the Constitution of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the
provisions of the eighteentharticle thereof:

That sectioneight, article nine of the Constitutionof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniabe amendedto read:
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Section 8. The debt of any county,city, borough,township, school
district, or othermunicipality or incorporateddistrict, exceptas pro-
vided herein,and in section fifteen of this article, shall neverexceed
seven(7) per centum,exceptschooldistrictswhich shallneverexceed
fifteen (15) per centumupon the assessedvalue of the taxableprop-
erty therein, nor shallany suchcounty,municipality or district incur
any debt,or increaseits indebtednessto anamountexceedingtwo (2)
per centum,exceptschooldistrictswhich shallnot exceedfive (5) per
centum,upon such assessedvaluation of property, without the con-
sentof the electorsthereof at a public electionin suchmannerasshall
be provided by law. The debt of the city of Philadelphiamay be in-
creasedin such amountthat the total debtof said city shallnotexceed
thirteenand one-half (131/2) percentumof the averageof the annual
assessedvaluation of the taxable realty therein, during the ten years
immediatelyprecedingthe year in which such increaseis made, but
said city shall not increaseits indebtednessto an amount exceeding
three (3) per centumupon such averageassessedvaluation of realty,
without the consentof the electorsthereofat a public electionheld in
such manneras shall be provided by law. No debt shall be incurred
by or on behalf of the county of Philadelphia.

In ascertainingthe debt-incurring capacity of the city of Phila-
delphia at any time, thereshall be deductedfrom the debt of said
city so much of such debt as shall havebeenincurred, or is aboutto
be incurred, and the proceedsthereof expended,or about to be ex-
pended,upon any public improvement,or in construction,purchase,
or condemnationof any public utility, or part thereof, or facility
therefor,if such.public improvementor public utility, or part thereof,
or facility therefor, whether separately,or in connectionwith any
otherpublic improvementor public utility, or part thereof,or facility
therefor, may reasonablybe expectedto yield revenuein excessof
operating expensessufficient to pay the interest and sinking fund
chargesthereon. The method of determiningsuch amount,so to be
deducted,shall be as now prescribed,or which may hereafterbe pre-
scribedby the GeneralAssembly.

In incurring indebtednessfor any purposethe city of Philadelphia
may issueits obligationsmaturingnot laterthan fifty (50) yearsfrom
the date thereof,with provision for a sinking fund to be in equalor
gradedannualor other periodical installments. Whereany indebted-
nessshall be or shall have been incurred by said city of Philadelphia
for the purposeof the constructionor improvement of public works
or utilities of any character,from which income or revenueis to be
derived by said city, or for the reclamationof land to be usedin the
constructionof wharvesor docks owned or to be ownedby said city,
such obligations may be in an amount sufficient to provide for, and
may include the amount of, the interest and sinking fund charges
accruing and which may accrue thereon throughout the period of
construction, and until the expiration of one year after the comple-
tion of thework for which said indebtednessshall havebeenincurred;
and said city shall not be required to levy a tax to pay said interest
and sinking fund chargesas required by section ten of this article
until the expiration of said period of one year after the completion
of said work.


