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Section4. The provisionsof this act shall not apply Not applicable
to countiesof the first class, counties.

APPROVED—The14th day of July, A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 306

AN ACT

Amending the act of April 25, 1850 (P. L. 569), entitled “An act
relating to the bail of executrixes; to partition in the orphans’
court and common pleas; to colored convicts in Philadelphia;
to the limitation of actions against corporations; to actions
enforcing the payment of ground rent; to trusteesof married
women; to appeals from awards of arbitrators by corpora-
tions; to hawkersand *pedlers in the counties of Butler and
Union; to the payment of costs in actions by informers in
certain cases; to taxing lands situate in different townships;
and in relation to feesof county treasurersof Lycoming, Clin-
ton and Schuylkill; to provide for recording the accounts of
executors,administrators,guardiansand auditors’ reports; and
to amend and alter existing laws relative to the administration
of justice in this commonwealth,” excluding prothonotaries
in •countiesof the first classfrom the provisionsrelating to the
recording of certain accounts.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 19, act of April 25, 1850 (P. L.
569),entitled “An actrelatingto thebail of executrixes;
to partition in the orphans’ court and common pleas;
to coloredconvicts in Philadelphia;to the limitation of
actions against corporations;to actions enforcing the
paymentof ground rent; to trusteesof marriedwomen;
to appealsfrom awardsof arbitratorsby corporations;to
hawkers and *pedlers in the counties of Butler and
Union; to the paymentof costs in actionsby informers
in certaincases;to taxing landssituatein differenttown-
ships; and in relation to fees of county treasurersof
Lycoming, Clinton andSchuylkill; to providefor record-
ing the accountsof executors,administrators,guardians
and auditors’ reports;and to amendandalter existing
laws relative to the administration of justice in this
commonwealth,”is amendedto read:

Section 19. It shall also hereafterbe the duty of the
prothonotariesof the various courts of common pleas
and district courts of this commonwealth,to record, in
a book or books to be procured for that purpose, all
accountsof assignees,trustees,sequestratorsand com-
mittees,andall reportsof auditorsthereon,omitting the

* “peddlers” In original.
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evidenceupon which such reportsare based;and also
all reportsof distributions or appropriationsmade by
the various sheriffs of the commonwealth,and filed in
their offices respectively; for which services the said
prothonotariesshall be allowed one-half the fees now
allowed by law for similar services. The provisionsof
this sectionshall not apply to theprothonotaryin coun-
ties of the first class.

APPROVED—The14th day of July, A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 307

AN ACT

Orphans’ Court
Act of 1951.

Section T45, act
of August 10,
1951, P. L. 1163,
amended Febru-
ary 10, 1956,
P. L. 1022,
further amended.

Amending the act of August 10, 1951 (P. L. 1163), entitled, as
amended,“An act relating to the orphans’ court; conferring
exclusive jurisdiction on such courts over the administration
and distribution of decedents’ estates,trust estates, minors’
estates, absentees’estates and incompetents’ estates and the
determination of title to real estatein certain cases;providing
for the organizationof orphans’ courts, the proceduretherein,
the powers and duties of the judges thereof, and appeals
therefrom,” clarifying provisions relating to verdicts.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section745, act of August10, 1951 (P. L.
1163), known as the “Orphans’ Court Act of 1951,”
amendedFebruary10, 1956 (P. L. 1022), is amended
to read:

Section 745. Jury Trial.—
[(a) Will Contest. When a substantialdispute of

fact shall arise concerning the validity of a writing
alleged to be testamentary,any party in interestshall
be entitledto a trial of this fact by a jury, but the verdict
of the jury shall beconclusiveonly if the courtis satisfied
with the justnessof it on the basis of all the evidence.
If the court is notso satisfied,it mayset asidetheverdict,
granta new trial or entersuch other judgment as satisfies
its conscience.

(b) Title to Property. When a substantialdispute
of fact shallariseconcerningthe decedent’stitle to prop-
erty, real or personal, any party in interest shall be
entitled to a trial of suchissue by a jury. The verdict
of the jury shall havethe sameeffect as theverdict of a
jury in a caseat law in a court of common pleas.

(b.1) Determinationof Incompetency. Any person
againstwhom proceedingshavebeeninstitutedto estab-
lish his incompetencyshall be entitled to a trial of such


