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Pennsylvania
Election Code.

Sections 1222
and 1225, act of
June 3, 1937,
P. L. 1333,
amended.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 332
AN ACT

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P. L. 1333), entitled “An act
concerning elections, mcludmg general, mumclpal special and
primary elections, the nomination of candidates, primary and
election expenses and election contests; creatlng and defining
membership of county boards of elections; imposing duties
upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county
boards of elections, county commissioners; imposing penalties
for violation of the act, and codifying, revising and consoli-
dating the laws relating thereto; and repealing certain acts
and parts of acts relating to elections,” further regulating pro-
cedures with respect to general return sheets and tally papers.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Sections 1222 and 1225, act of June 3, 1937
(P. L. 1333), known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania Election
Code,”’ are amended to read:

Section 1222. Count and Return of Votes in Districts
in Which Ballots are Used.—

(a) As soon as all the ballots have been properly ac-
counted for, and those outside the ballot box, as well as
the ‘‘Voting Check List,”” numbered lists of voters and
district register sealed, the election officers shall forth-
with open the ballot box, and take therefrom all ballots
therein, and at primaries, separate the same according
to the party to which they belong. The ballots shall then
be counted one by one, and a record made of the total
number, and at primaries of the total number cast for
each party. Then the judge, under the scrutiny of the
minority inspector, or the minority inspector, under the
serutiny of the judge, in the presence of the other officers,
clerks, and of the overseers, if any, and within the hearing
and sight of the watchers outside the enclosed space,
shall read aloud the names of the candidates marked or
inserted upon each ballot (at primaries the ballots of
each party being read in sequence), together with the
office for which the person named is a candidate, and the
answers contained on the ballots to the questions sub-
mitted, if any, and the majority inspector and clerks
shall carefully enter each vote as read, and keep account
of the same in ink in triplicate tally papers (triplicate
tally papers for each party at primaries) to be provided
by the county board of elections for that purpose, all
three of which shall be made at the same time: Provided,
That at all general, municipal and specral elections, in
entering each wvote received by candidates at such elec-
tion, 1t shall not be mecessary to enter separate tally
marks for each vote received by such candidates upon
the ballots containing the same votes for the same names,
commonly known, and in this act designated as ‘“Straight
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Party Tickets’’ for such purpose straight party ticket
votes shall be entered carefully as each straight party
ticket vote is read on the triplicate tally sheets under the
heading ‘‘ Number of votes received upon the . . ... ...
........ straight party tickets.”” Upon completing the
number of votes recewved by each straight party ticket,
the number so tallied for each party shall be entered
numerically on the extreme right hand margin of each
such tally paper. All ballots, after being removed from
the box, shall be kept within the unobstructed view of all
persons in the voting room until replaced in the box. No
person while handling the ballots shall have in his hand
any penecil, pen, stamp or other means of marking or
spoiling any ballot. The election officers shall forthwith
proceed to canvass and compute the votes cast, and shall
not adjourn or postpone the canvass or computation
until it shall have been fully completed.

(b) When the vote cast for the different persons named
upon the ballots and upon the questions, if any, appear-
ing thereon, shall have been fully recorded in the tally
papers and counted, the election officers shall duly certify
to the number of votes cast for each person (upon the
respective party tickets at primaries), and shall prepare
in ink [five (5)] fwo (2) general returns, showing, in
addition to the entries made thereon as aforesaid, the
total number of ballots received from the county board
(the total of each party at primaries), the number of
ballots cast (the number of each party at primaries), the
number of ballots (of each party at primaries) declared
void, and the number of ballots spoiled and cancelled, and
any blank ballots cast, as well as the votes cast for each
candidate. At elections, the number of votes cast for each
candidate by each political party or political body of
which such candidate is a nominee shall be separately
stated: Provided, That the number of votes received by
each set of candidates upon ‘‘straight party tickets’’
shall be entered opposite the names of the respective can-
didates 1 a column tmmediately adjoining upon the left
which column shall be of convenient width and shall be
headed ‘‘number of votes received upon straight party
tickets.”” In an immediate column to the left thereto, the
number of votes received by each candidate upon all
ballots other than “‘straight party tickets’’ including all
ballots known as ‘“split tickets’’ shall be entered, such
column to be of convenient width and shall be headed
“number of votes received other than upon straight party
tickets.”’” The number of votes received by each candidate
as shown in the column headed “‘ number of votes received
upon straight party tickets’’ shall then be added, together
with the number of votes received by each candidate as
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shown in *the column headed ‘‘number of votes received
other than upon straight party tickets’’ and thereupon,
the total number of votes received by each candidate shall
be entered in a column on the extreme right-hand side
of the return sheets, which column shall be of convenient
width and shall be headed ‘‘total number of votes.”’

Nothing in this section contained shall be construed
to authorize or permit the canvassing, counting or tally-
ing ballots with any less degree of strictness than other-
wise required by law, the intention of this section being
to dispense with the individual tally marks only so far
as the so-called ‘‘straight party tickels’’ are concerned,
and all other operations of tallying, counting, canvassing
and announcing the votes shall proceed as near as may
be in accordance with the other provisions of this act.

(¢) In returning any votes cast for any person whose
name is not printed on the ballot, the election officers
shall record any such names exactly as they were written,
stamped or applied to the ballot by sticker.

_ Section 1225. Signing and Disposition of Returns,
District Register and Voting Check List; Posting ; Return
of Ballot Boxes.—(a) Immediately after the vote has
been counted in districts in which paper ballots are
used, all of the general returns shall be signed by the
election officers and clerks, and certified by the over-
seers, if any. If any election officer, clerk or overseer
shall refuse to sign or certify the general returns, he
shall write his reasons therefor upon the general return
sheets. One of said returns shall be immediately posted
for the information of the public outside the polling
place, and one shall be entrusted to the judge for delivery
to the county board with the package of unused ballots,
ete., in an envelope provided for that purpose. The elec-
tion officers shall then replace all the ballots cast, so
counted and canvassed, in the ballot boxes, including
those declared void, spoiled, and cancelled, together with
one set of tally papers, [one general return sheet,] one
numbered list of voters, sealed as aforesaid, and one
oath of each election officer, and lock and seal each ballot
box so that nothing can be inserted therein until it be
opened again ; and the judge and minority inspector shall
immediately deliver the ballot boxes to the custody of
the county board, and the county board shall not compute
any returns from any election district until the ballot
boxes therefor, as well as the package of unused ballots,
ete., aforesaid therefrom, are delivered, as aforesaid. The
election officers shall record the number of votes cast for
each person on an official specimen ballot, shall sign the
same and immediately post it outside the polling place
for the information of the public.

* “th” in original.
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(b) The minority inspector shall retain one complete
set of tally papers [and one general return sheet], and
carefully preserve the same for a period of at least one
year. The remaining tally papers, affidavits of voters and
others, including oaths of election officers, and one gen-
eral return sheet shall be placed in separate envelopes,
to be provided for that purpose, and sealed as soon as
the count is finally completed. All of such envelopes and
one numbered list of voters, previously sealed as afore-
said, shall be entrusted to .the judge of election to be
immediately delivered to the county board.

(¢) Immediately upon completion of the count and
tabulation of the votes cast, the district register and the
voting check list shall be locked and sealed, and returned
forthwith by the judge of election to the custody of the
proper registration commission.

Section 2. This act shall take effect June 1, 1961.
APpPRoVED—The 14th day of July, A. D. 1961.
DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 333

AN ACT

" Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P. L. 1333), entitled “An act
concerning elections, including general, municipal, special and
primary elections, the nomination of candidates, primary and
election expenses and election contests; creating and defining
membership of county boards of elections; imposing duties
upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county
boards of elections, county commissioners; imposing penalties
for violation of the act, and codifying, revising and consol-
idating the laws relating thereto; and repealing certain acts
and parts of acts relating to elections,” further regulating the
advertising of election proclamations and providing for adver-
tising of a primary election proclamation in counties of the
second class,

*The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 1201 of the act of June 3, 1937

(P. L. 1333), known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania Election P. L. 1333

Code,”’ amended June 10, 1947 (P. L. 487), is amended
to read:

Section 1201. Notice of November Elections.—The
county board of each county shall, [at least] not earlier
than ten days mor later than three days before each No-
vember election, give notice of the same by newspaper
publication in the county in aecordance with the pro-

* “th’ {n original.
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Effertive date.

Pennsylvania
Election Code.

Section 1201, act
of June 3, 1837,
amended June
10, 1947, P. L.
487, further
amended.



