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Section 5. The Departmentof Highways shall begin Pa~an~4 for

the preparationof the plans and specificationsfor the construction.

construction of the bridge hereinmentionedby October
15, 1961.

APPROVED—The26th dayof July, A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 379

AN ACT

Amendingtheact of June 24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), entitled, as
amended,“An act relating to public assistance;providing
for andregulatingassistanceto certain classesof persons
designatedanddefinedasdependentchildren,agedpersons,
blind personsandother personsrequiringrelief; providing
for the administration of this act by the Departmentof
Public Welfare and county boardsof assistancehereby
createdfor this purpose; authorizing the Departmentof
Public Welfare to cooperatewith, and to acceptand dis-
bursemoneysreceivedfrom, theUnited StatesGovernment
for assistanceto suchpersons;providing for the liquidation
of the State EmergencyRelief Board, Boards of Trustees
of theMothers’ AssistanceFund, andBoards of Trustees
of PensionFundfor theBlind; andrepealinglaws relating
to mothers’ assistance,pensionsfor the blind, old age as-
sistance,and the State EmergencyRelief Board,” further
defining assistanceto include certain dependentchildren
and medical care for the agedand thosepersonseligible
therefor,andprescribingprocedures,requirementsandpen-
altiesincidental thereto.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Assistance

sylvania hereby enactsas follows:

Section1. Section2, act of June24, 1937 (P. L. 2051), ~o~2
1~

of
known as the “Public AssistanceLaw,” amendedMay 15, P. L. 2051,
1956 (P. L. 1573), is amendedto read:

further amended.
Section 2. Definitions.—As used in this act, unless

otherwise indicated, “Assistance” means assistancein
money,goods,shelter,medicalcare, including medicalas-
sistancefor the aged,work relief or services, provided
from or with State, [or] Federal,county, county institu-
tion district or municipal funds,for indigentpersonswho
reside in Pennsylvaniaand need assistanceto provide
for themselvesandtheir dependentsa decentandhealth-
ful standard of living, and for indigent homeless or
transient persons.The word, assistance,shall be con-
strued to include pensionsfor those blind personswho
are entitled to pensions,as provided in this act, and to
include also burial for thoseindigent personswho were
receivingassistanceat thetime of their death.Theword,
assistance,shall also be construedto include sufficient
financial assistanceto enablephysically disabledpersons
who requirenursinghomecare,asprescribedby responsi-
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ble physicians, to secureadequatenursing home care
even though the rate of such assistancemay be greater
than the usual rate of assistanceto personswho do not
neednursing homecare.

“GeneralAssistance”meansassistanceprovidedto per-
sons entitled under this act to assistance,other than
dependentchildren, aged persons,blind persons, [and]
disabledpersonsand personsentitled to medical assist-
ancefor theaged.

“Local Board” meansany county board of assistance,
establishedunder the provisions of this act.

The masculine pronoun includes the feminine.

Section4 of the Section 2. Section 4 of the act is amendedby adding,
act, amendedby at the end thereof, a new clauseto read:
clause (ml.

Section 4. GeneralPowersand Duties of Department
of Public Welfare.—The Departmentof Public Welfare
shall have the power, and its duty shall be:

* a- * a- *

(m) To computefor each month. theamount expended
for public nursing homecare as medical assistancefor
the aged,as defined in this act, at each public medical
institution, plus the costof administering suchassistance.
From such. total amount the departmentshall deductthe
amount of Federal. funds properly receivedor to be re-

ceived by thedepartmenton accountof such expenditures,
and shall certify the remainder increasedor decreased,
as the case may be, by any amount by which the sum
certified for anypreviousmonth differedfrom theamount
which. should havebeencertified for suchpreviousmonth,
and by the proportionate share of any refunds of such.
assistance,to the county, county institution district or
municipality operating each public medical institution.
The amountsso certified shall becomeobligations of such
coonties, county institution districts or municipalities
to be paid to the Department of Public Welfare for
medical assistancefor the aged.

Section heading Section 3. The section headingand clause (a) of sec-
~ tion 9 of the act, amendedAugust 22, 1953 (P. L. 1361

August22.1953, and June 28, 1957 (P. L. 397), are amendedto read:
P. L. 1361, and
June 28, 1957, Section 9. Eligibility for Assistanceother than Medi-
iedd’ further cal Assistancefor the Aged.—

* a- * *

(a) DependentChildren. A dependentchild is defined
as any needy child under the age of eighteenwho has
been deprived of parentalsupport or careby reasonof
the death,continuedabsencefrom the home, or physical
or mental incapacity of a parent, or so long as Federal
participation is available for assistancegranted to or on
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behalf of such children by reason of the unemployment
of a parent, and who is living with his father, mother,
grandfather, grandmother, brother, sister, stepfather,
stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister, uncle, aunt, first
cousin, nephew,or niece, in a place of residencemain-
tained by one or more of such relatives at his or their
own home.Any onesuch relativewho is in needof assist-
anceto providea decentandhealthful standardof living
for himself and the dependentchild or children main-
tained in his home, and who is not receiving any other
assistanceunderthe provisionsof this act, shall be eligi-
ble for assistanceunder this subsection,provided such
relative meets the requirementsof the first paragraph
of this section.

So long as requiredas a condition of Federalpartici-
pation, assistanceshall not be denied a child less than
oneyear of ageif theparentor otherrelative with whom
the child is living has residedin the Commonwealthfor
oneyear immediately preceding the child’s birth.

Any needychild receiving assistanceas a dependent
child, who is removedfrom thehomeof a relativespecified
herein and who has beenplacedin a foster family home,
shall, notwithstanding the other provisions of this sub-
section, be eligible for assistanceas a dependentchild
so long as Federal participation is available for such
assistance.

* * a- * *

Section 4. Subsection (e) of section 9 of the act is Subsection (e).
section9 of therepealed. act, repealed.

Section5. Theact is amendedby adding,after section Act amendedbyadding four new
9 thereof, four new sectionsto read: sections 9.1. 9.2.

9.3. and 9.4.

Section 9.1. Medical Assistancefor the Aged.—(a)
As used in this section,

(1) “Inpatient hospital care” means care as a bed
patient in a medical institution which is primarily en-
gagedin providing, by or under the supervisionof phy-
sicians, diagnostic servicesand therapeuticservicesfor
medical or surgical diagnosis, treatment and care of in-
jured, disabled or sick persons,exclusiveof institutions
for tuberculosisor mental illness, exclusiveof any insti-
tution or distinct part of an institution at least twenty-
five per cent of whosepatients remain in th.e institution
for six monthsor more,and exclusiveof any institution
or distinct part of an institution which is certifiedby the
Departmentof Public Welfare to provide nursing home
care as assistanceas defined in this act.

(2) “Benefit period” means,with respectto any mdi-
vidual, a period of consecutivedays beginning with the
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first day not included in a previous benefit period, on
which heis furnished inpatient hospital care,and ending
with the last day of the first sixty day period thereafter
during each day of which he is not an inpatient in a
hospital.

(3) “Cost of inpatient hospital care” meanstheaverage
per patient, per diem, operating expenseof providing
ward care as determinedby theAuditor General, exclud-
ing expensesof medical education, capital improvement
and constructionand other expensesnot directly related
to inpatientcare.

(4) “Public nursinghomecare” meansinpatient treat-
ment and care, other than inpatient hospital care, in a
medical institution or distinct part of a medicalinstitu-
tion operatedby a county, countyinstitution district or
municipality, exclusiveof institutionsfor tuberculosisor
mentalillness.

(5) “Cost of public nursing home care” means the
averageper patient,per diem,operatingexpenseof pro-
viding suchcare, as determinedby the Auditor General,
excludingexpensesof medicaleducation,capital improve-
ment and construction and other expensesnot directly
related to public nursing home care.

(b) Medical assistancefor the aged shall consist of
full or partial paymentof any or all of the following care
or servicesfor which Federal financial participation is
available:

(1) The cost of inpatient hospital care, not to exceed
twenty-fivedollars ($25) per day. No paymentfor in-
patient hospital care shall be madefor more than sixty
days during a benefit period. No paymentfor inpatient
hospital care shall be madefor any individual who is a
patient in a medicalinstitution as a result of a diagnosis
of tuberculosisor psychosiswith respectto any period
after the individual has beena patientin suchan insti-
tution as a result of such diagnosisfor forty-two days.

(2) The actual cost, not to exceedfive dollars ($5) per
day,of post-hospitalcarein the homewhenprovidedby a
hospital, when such care is incidental to the purposefor
which the personwas hospitalized.

(3) Not more than four dollars ($4) per visit, plus
travel allowancedeterminedby the department,for nurs-
ing care in the homeorderedby a physicianand provided
by a public health.nursing organizationor an individual
registerednurse.

(4) Thecost of public nursinghomecare. No payment
for public nursing homecare shall be madefor any indi-
vidual who is apatientin a medicalinstitution as a result
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of a diagnosisof tuberculosisor psychosiswith respect
to any period after the individual has beena patientin
such an institution as a result of such diagnosis for
forty-twodays.

(a) A person shall be eligible for medical assistance
for the aged,if he—

(1) Is sixty-fiveyearsof age, or over;

(2) Is not a recipientof assistanceas an aged person
as defined herein;

(3) Residesin Pennsylvania,regardlessof the length
of his residenceand of his absencefrom the state;

(4) With respectto medical assistancefor the aged
other than public nursing care, is a single person or
married but not living with spouseand has an annual
incomeof not more than fifteen hundreddollars ($1500)
and real and personal property, exclusive of resident
property, household furnishings and automobile of a
value, less encumbrances,of not more than fifteen hun-
dred dollars ($1500); or is living with spouseand their
combinedannualincomedoesnotexceedtwenty-fourhun-
dred dollars ($2400) and the value less encumbrancesof
their combined real and personal property, exclusive
of resident property, household furnishings and auto-
mobile, does not exceed twenty-four hundred dollars
($2400); exceptthatwhenminor or incompetentchildren
live with andare dependentupon theapplicant, the maxi-
mum incomeshall be adjustedupward in the amount of
five hundreddollars ($500)for eachsuchchild: Provided,
however,That whena personotherwiseeligible for such
medical assistancefor the aged has property valued in
excessof the appropriateamount specifiedin this sub-
sectionhe shall be eligible for suchmedicalassistancefor
the aged,but thepaymentfor whichhe is eligible shall be
reducedby the amountof suchexcess,andwhena person
otherwiseeligible for suchmedicalassistancefor theaged
has incomein excessof the appropriateamount specified
in this subsection,the paymentfor which he is eligible
shall be reducedby six times the averagemonthly excess
of such income;

(5) With respectto public nursing homecare, has a
monthlyincomeof notmorethanfive dollars ($5) (which
shall be regardedas requiredfor his personal expenses)
and real andpersonalpropertyexclusiveof residentprop-
erty, household furnishings and automobile, having a
value, less encumbrances,of not more than fifteen hun-
dred dollars ($1500): Provided, however,That when a
personotherwiseeligible for suchmedicalassistancefor
the aged has a monthly incomein excessof five dollars
($5) he shall be eligible for such medicalassistancefor
the aged,but the paymentfor which he is eligible shall
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be reducedby the amount of such excess:Providedfur-
ther, That when a personhas receivedsuch medicalas-
sistance for the aged for a period of six consecutive
monthshe shall be ineligible for suchmedicalassistance
for the aged,if his total real and personal property ex-
clusive of residentproperty and householdfurnishings
hasa value, less encumbrances,in excessof five hundred
dollars ($500).

~~(-ctj(,n9.2. Cai-c in Public ]Iledical institutions.—
Notwithstandingany other provisionsof law, no public
medicalinstitutionshall providewithout chargeanymedi-
cal care or service which an individual is entitled to
receive as assistanceunder the provisions of this act,
but this sectionshall not be construedto precludeany
such medicalinstitution from supplementingsuch assist-
ance.

Section9.3. Additional Medical Assistance.—Inaddi-
tion to any other assistance,aged persons receiving as-
sistanceunder the provisions of clause (b) of section 9
shall be eligible for inpatienthospital care, post-hospital
care in the homeand nursing care in the home, to the
extentprovidedunder this act for medical assistancefor
the aged.

Section9.4. Eligibility in a Foster Home or Public
Nursing Home.—Nopersonshall be renderedineligible
for public assistancesolelyby reasonof his receivingcare
in a foster homeor public nursing homeunder the pro-
visionsof acts relative to the powersand dutiesof coun-
ties or of county institution districts.

Section 12 of the Section6. Section 12 of the actis amendedby adding,
act,amendedby after subsection(b), a new subsectionto read:
subsection (c). Section 12. Federal Contributions; Restitution._***

(c) All paymentsmadeto the Departmentof Public
Welfare by counties, county institution districts and
municipalitiesin accordancewith clause(m) of section4
of this act shall be paid into the StateTreasury,through
the Departmentof Revenue,and credited to the current
appropriation to the department to carry out the pro-
visionsof this act.

Clause (1), Section7. Clause (1) of subsection(c) of section 13
~ of the act, amendedAugust 22, 1953 (P. L. 1361), is
August 22 1958 amendedto read:
further anended. Section 13. Penalties._***

(c) The Department of Public Welfare shall have
power and authority to make and enforce rules and
regulations—

(1) To insure the namesand lists of applicants and
recipientsor personsapplying for or receiving assistance
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of any type against improper publication; except that,
upon requestby anyadult residentof the Commonwealth,
the departmentmay furnish the addressandamount of
assistancewith respectto personsabout whom inc1uiry
is made,but information so obtained shall not be used
for commercialor political purposesand no information
shall befurnishedregarding any person’sapplication for,
or receiptof, medicalassistancefor theaged;

Section8. * The act is amendedby adding,after section Act amended by

13 thereof, a new section to i’ead: section13.1.

Section13.1. Application.—(a)Exceptas hereinpro-
vided, everypersonapplying for public assistanceinclud-
ing medical assistancefor the agedshall be required to
sign a statementsetting forth. his or her financial status
and such other facts as may be required by the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare, in order to determinewhether
such person is entitled to public assistance including
medicalassistancefor theaged,andshall also be required
to sign, as part of his or her written application, his or
her own bond to theCommonwealthwithout surety, con-
taining a warrant of attorney to confess‘judgment in the
penal sum of five hundred dollars ($500), which bond
shall be conditioned on the truth and lack of fraud a-nd
misrepresentationin any of the statementsmadeby such
applicant in his or her written application. Every such
applicant shall makeaffidavit that the facts setforth in
such .‘lt(It(IllCIlt (fir true (110/ (11111 et. [‘hi’rii ~OCi.~Oli ciii—

ployed in the administration of public assistanceshall
havepower to administeroathsfor th.e purposeof carry-
ing into effect the provisionsof this section.

(b) Whenevera person in needof medical assistance
for tile aged is unable to makeapplication therefor by
reasonof his illness or infirmity, applicationon h-is behalf
maybe madeby a relative,friend or official of the hospital
providing medical care. Suck applicationshall contain a
statementas required in subsection(a) of this section
and a bond conditioned as therein provided, except that
such applicant shall be permi(ted to makeaffidavit that
the facts setforth in such statementare, to the best of
his knowledgeand belief, true and correct.

Section 9. The act of May 29, 1935 (P. L. 254), en- Specific repeal.

titled “An act requiringpersonsapplyingfor or receiving
relief to furnish, underaffidavit, certain information, and
to sign a bond conditioned on the truthfulness of his
statementsand the lack of fraud 01’ misrepresentation;
empoweringcertain persons to administer oaths; and
prescribingpenalties,” is repealed.

Section 10. This act shall takeeffect on the first day Effectivedate.

of themonth following thedateof approval,by theUnited
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StatesDepartmentof Health, EducationandWelfare, of

the State Plan of Medical Assistancefor the Aged.

APPROVED—The26th day of July, A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 380

AN ACT

Validating
municipal claims
for improvements,
liens,etc.

To validate certain proceedingsfor municipal improvements,
municipal assessments,municipal claims, and municipal
liens in the severalcities of the third class,boroughs,and
townshipsof this Commonwealth;andvalidating such im-
provements,assessments,claims, and liens; providing for
the filing of claims andliens therefor,andtheproceedings
for the collection of such assessments,claims,and liens.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Whenever, heretofore, the council of any
city of the third class or of any borough,or the boardof
commissionersof any township of the first classor the
boardof supervisorsof any township of the secondclass
of this Commonwealthhasauthorizedby ordinance the
grading,curbing, guttering,paving or macadamizingwith
concrete,brick, stone or other suitablematerial of any
public street or thoroughfare,or portion thereof, either
cartway, footwalk or gutter; and has causedsuch im-
provementto be made;andin suchordinancehasauthor-
izedthe advertisingfor bids therefor; andthe assessment
of benefits on the front foot rule or otherwiseupon the
property benefitedthereby; and subsequenttheretopur-
suant to an ordinancepassed,after the passageand ap-
proval of the original ordinanceproviding for the im-
provement,hasauthorized the entering into a contract
for the said improvementwith the Secretarycr1 Highways
of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniaandwith the gen-
eral contractor,who was the successfulbidder with the
Commonwealthfor theconstructionof anyportion of such
streets or highways, without any advertising for bids
on the part of the city, boroughor townshipas provided
for in the original ordinanceauthorizing such improve-
ment; and has subsequentthereto brought proceedings
for the appointmentof viewersto assessbenefits for the
said improvementsagainst the property abutting along
the line of improvementin accordancewith theprovisions
of the original ordinanceauthorizing the said improve-
ment; or has by ordinance provided for the assessment
againstabutting propertyownersof benefitson the front
foot rule or otherwise for such improvement;or when-
ever,heretofore,the council of any city of the third class


