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No. 651

AN ACT

Regulatingthe procedurefor petitioninga court to ordera safety
depositbox openedin furtheranceof a criminal investigationor
praceeding.

Safedeposit The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Penn-
boxes. sylvania herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Except as herein provided, during any
criminal investigation or criminal proceeding when a
petition is filed with any court for an order to open a
safe deposit box, whether such petition is filed by a
police official or any other person, the court shall not
issue any such order until at least forty-eight. hours
after notice of the filing of such petition anda certified
copy of said petition has been servedupon the holder
or holdersof the safe depositbox. The petition shall
set forth the dateand time and place when the holder.
or holdersof said safe depositbox may havean oppor-
tuility to appearin court for the purposeof answering
the petition to show cause why the safe deposit box
shouldnot be opened. If the personfiling suchpetition
shall, by affidavit, advisethe court that the holder or
holdersof said safe depositbox cannotbe located,then
the court may issue such order for the openingof said
safe depositbox without the noticerequiredby this auL
The court shall have the power to order the said safe
depositbox sealedpendingthe dispositionof the petition
and to enjoin the holder or holdersof said safedeposit
box from openingor permitting the openingof the box
except as directed by the court. This act is hereby
declaredto be proceduralandit is not intendedto affect
the substantiverights of holdersof safe depositboxes.

Act effective Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
Immediately.

APPROVED—The20thday of September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 652

AN ACT

Amending the act of July 27, 1955 (P. L. 288), entitled, as
amended,“An act making it unlawful for ownersof certain
property in cities of the first classand in cities of the second
class to sell or agreeto sell such propertywithout first deliv-
ering to the purchasera certification of the District classifica-
tion; andrequiring suchownersto insert in any agreementof
sale of suchproperty a statementconcerningzoning classifica-
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tion and legality of the use of such property; and providing
penaltiesfor violations,” requiring certification and disclosure
of outstandingnoticesof fire, building safety,andhousingordi-
nanceviolations.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Penn- Cities of the first

sylvaniaherebyenactsas follows: i,,~
5~

cond

Section 1. The title and sections1, 2, 3 and 3.1, act
of July 27, 1955 (P. L. 288),entitled, as amended,“An
act making it unlawful for ownersof certain property
in cities of the first class and in cities of the second
classto sell or agreeto sell such property without first
deliveringto thepurchasera certificationof the District
classification; and requiring such owners to insert in
anyagreementof saleof such propertya statementcon-
cerningzoning classificationand legality of the use of
suchproperty; andproviding penaltiesfor violations,”
reenactedand amendedMay 11, 1959 (P. L. 303), are
amendedto read:

AN ACT

Making it unlawful for owners of certain property in New title.
citiesof the first classand in cities of the secondclass
to sell or agree to sell such property without first
delivering to the purchasera certification of the
District classification and without first delivering a
certification disclosing any notice of an uncorrected
violation of any housing, building, safety,or fire ordi-
nance; and requiring such owners to insert in any
agreementof sale of such property a statementcon-
cerning zoning classification, [and] legality of the
use of suchpropertyand, in addition thereto,a state-
ment concerning uncorrected violations of housing,
building, safety or fire ordinances; and providing
penaltiesfor violations.

Section 1. Legislative Findings.—
(a) The GeneralAssembly finds that in cities of the

first classand in cities of the secondclassmany owners
of propertiesare using such propertiesin violation of
the zoning ordinancesand regulations of such cities,
and are maintaining such properties in violation of
housing, building, safety, and fire ordinances and
regulations, and are offering such properties for sale
without revealingsuchillegal useor the receipt of notice
of the existenceof housing, building, safety and fire
violations. Many innocent purchasersof such prop-
ertiesarenotawareof the illegal useor the existenceof
the nature of violations until they have entered into
agreementsof sale or haveconsummatedthe purchase.

(b) In order to prevent undue hardshipsand losses
imposedon such innocent purchasersby owners who

Title and sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, and
3.1, act of July
27, 1955, P. L.
288, reenacted
and amended
May 11, 1959,
P. L. 303, fur-
ther amended.



1534 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

have failed to reveal the illegal use of the property
‘being conveyed or who have made misrepresentations
in that regard,the GeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclares
that in cities of the first classand in citiesof the second
class all sellers of propertyshall be required to advise
the purchaserof the legal use of such property, and
to deliver to the purchasernot later than at the settle-
ment held for such propertya use registration permit
showingthe legal use and zoning classificationfor such
property.

(c) in order to prevent undue hardship and losses
imposedon an innocentpurchaserby an owner who has
failed to discloseto a prospectivepurchaserof property
that a notice has beenreceivedThat such property is in
violation of housing, building, safetyor fire ordinances
or regulations, the GeneralAssemblyfinds and declares
that all sellers of property shall be required to advise
purchasersof any notice receivedby the owners of any
violation of any housing, building, safety or fire ordi-
nance or regulation with respect to the property to
be sold.

Section 2. Definitions.—
(a) “Owner” means any person, co-partnership,

association,corporation or fiduciary having legal, or
equitabletitle, or any interest in any real property.
Wheneverusedin any clause,prescribingor imposing
a penalty,the term owuer, as appliedto co-partnerships
and associations,shall mean the partners,or members
thereof, and as applied to corporations, the officers
thereof.

(b) “Property” means any building or structure
situate in any city of the first classor situate in any
city of the secondclass,exceptbuildings or structures
used,designedor intendedto be used,exclusively, for
single family or two-family occupancy, churches or
other placesof religious worship, except that for the
purpose of certification or statementsregarding noii~es
of housing, building, safetyor fire violations, the word
“property” shall include all buildings or structures.

(c) “Agreement of sale” means any agreement,or
written instrument, which provides that title to any
propertyshall thereafterbe transferredfrom one owner
to anotherowner, and shall include inter alia written
leaseswhich contain options to purchase the leased
property,and leaseswhich providethat the lesseeof the
property shall acquire title thereto after the payment
of a stipulatednumberof regularrentpaymentsor after
a stipulatedperiod of time.

Section 3. Certificates [of Zoning Classification].—
(a) In any city of the first class and in any city of
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the secondclass it shall be unlawful for any owner to
sell his property, or any interest therein, unless the
owner shall first deliver to the purchaserat or prior to
the time for settlement a certification of the District
classification,issuedby the appropriatecity officer indi-
cating the zoning classification and the legality of the
existing useof the property to be sold.

(b) It shall be unlawful for an owner to sell his
property, or any interest therein, unlessthe owner shall
first deliver to the purchaserat or prior to the time for
settlementa certificate issued by the appropriate city
official disclosingwhether there existsany notice of an
uncorrected violation of the housing, building, safety
or fire ordinances.

Section 3.1. Agreementsof Sale.—
(a) Every owner shall insert in every agreementfor

the sale of property a provision showing the zoning
classificationof suchproperty, andstating whetherthe
presentuseof the property is in compliancewith or in
violation of zoning laws andordinances,and everyowner
shall insert in everyagreementfor the sale of property
a provision disclosing whether there exists any notice
of an uncorrected violation of the housing, building,
safety or fire ordinances.

(b) If any owner fails to include [such a] any pro-
vision required by this act in an agreementfor the sale
of property, then in any action, at law or in equity,
instituted by a purchaseragainstan owner, it shall be
conclusivelypresumedthat the owner at the time of the
signing of such agreement,representedand warranted
to the purchaserthat such property was being used in
compliancewith the then existing zoning laws and ordi-
nances,and that there was no uncorrectedviolation of
the housing,building,safetyor fire ordinances.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Act effectiveImmediately.

APPRovED—The20th day of September,A. D. 1961.

DAVID L. LAWRENCE

No. 653

AN ACT

Amending the act of June 1, 1959 (P. L. 350), entitled “An act
relating to the retirementof public school (mployes;amending,
revising, consolidatingand changingthe hi ws relating thereto,”
providing retirementcredit for sabbaticalleavesof absence.

Public School
The GeneralAssemblyof the Commcnwealthof Penn- Employes’ Retire.

sylvania herebyenactsas follows: Code of


