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Term of ofice.  gry of the year following the next municipal election,
the primary for which occurs at least sixty days after

Election of the effective date of this act, at which election successors

: ) to the judges so appointed shall be elected by the duly
qualified electors of Philadelphia County.

Effective date. Section 3. This act shall take effect November 15,
1963.

ArprovED—The 7th day of August, A. D. 1963.
WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 299
AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act
relating to the public school system, including certain provi-
sions applicable as well to private and parochial schools; amend-
ing, revising, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto,” extending certain dates, providing opportunity to
county boards of school directors to review certain plans, pro-
viding for appeals to the State Board of Education, changing
minimum pupil requirements, clarifying the provisions relating
to election, seniority rights and suspension of certain school
employes upon a reorganization of school districts, changing
provisions relating to supplemental payments, providing for
payments on account of pupil transportation in certain cases,
guaranteeing minimum reirnbursement to newly established
school districts, providing for the disposition of property indebt-
edness and rental obligations of former school districts, author-
izing a tax to liquidate certain funded indebtedness contracted
for current operating expenses, and providing for the election
of school directors, the selection of interim operating commit-
tees and the powers and duties of incumbent school directors
in school districts of the second, third and fourth class, and
deleting and repealing the provisions of “Aect 561” which
required the reorganization of school districts.

5“3“0 School The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
ode of 1949, . !

sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Sectlon 2028t Section 1. Section 202, act of March 10, 1949 (P. L.
1949, P. L. 30, ~ 30), known as the ‘‘Public School Code of 1949,”’

amended Septem-

ber 12, 1961, amended September 12, 1961 (P. L. 1283), commonly
P b 1288, e Teferred to as ‘‘Act 561,” is amended to read:

Section 202. Classification.—The several school dis-
tricts of the Commonwealth are hereby divided into five
classes, as follows:

Each school district having a population of one mil-
lion five hundred thousand (1,500,000), or more, shall
be a school district of the first class;

Each school district having a population of five hun-
dred thousand (500,000), or more, but of less than one
million five hundred thousand (1,500,000), shall be a
school district of the first class A ;
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Each school district having a population of thirty
thousand (30,000), or more, but of less than five hundred
thousand (500,000), shall be a school district of the
second class; :

Bach school distriet having a population of five thou-
sand (5,000), or more, but of less than thirty thousand
(80,000), shall be a school district of the third eclass.
[On and after July 1, 1965, each school district having
a population of twenty-two thousand (22,000), or more,
but of less than thirty thousand (80,000), according to
the last preceding decennial United States census, shall
be a school distriet of the third class.]

Each school distriet having a population of less than
five thousand (5,000) shall be a school district of the
fourth class. [On and after July 1, 1965, any school
distriect having a population of less than twenty-two
thousand (22,000) shall be abolished, except those which
are constituted and deemed established as school districts
in accordance with a plan of organization of adminis-
trative units approved by the State Council of Educa-
tion. Such school districts shall be school districts of the
fourth class.]

Section 2. Subdivision (h) of Article II. and sections
281, 282, 283, 284, 285 and 286 of the act, added Septem-
ber 12, 1961 (P. L. 1283), commonly referred to as ‘‘ Act
561,”" are repealed.

Section 3. Article II. of the act is amended by add-
ing a new subdivision to read:

ARTICLE II

SCHOOL DISTRICTS
* * »
(1) Reorganization

Section 290. Purpose; Comnstruction of Subdivision.
—The purpose of this subdivision is to provide a flexible
framework and effective and orderly means whereby the
administrative units of the Commonweallh’s public
school system can be expeditiously reorganized. While
deeply impressed with the continuous dedicated re-
sponsibility exercised over the last century by the
citizenry through their local *boards of school directors,
the General Assembly must also be cognizant of the
responsibility placed upon it by Article X., section 1 of
the Constitution of Pennsylvania which requires in part,
that ‘“The General Assembly shall provide for the main-
tenance and support of a thorough and efficient system
of public schools, wherein all the children of the Com-

* ‘“board” in original.
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monwealth above the age of sixz years may be educated

.. As the evidence demonstrates beyond reasonable
dispute that the present administrative system of more
than *two thousand (2,000) school districts is incapable
of providing adequate education and appropriate train-
g for all of the children of the Commonwealth above
the age of siz, the General Assembly hereby renews its
dedication to its responsibility of providing a thorough
and efficient system of public schools within the Common-
wealth. It is hereby declared to be the purpose and
intention of the General Assembly to establish the pro-
cedures and provide for the standards and criteria under
which school directors and district administrators and
county boards of school directors and county adminis-
trators shall have the power and bear the duty of de-
termining the appropriate administrative umits to be
created in each county to carry out the responsibilities
shared by them and the General Assembly, of educating
and training each child within his capacity to the extent
demanded by the immediate requirements of growth and
strengthening of this Commonwealth and nation. Only
where such local officials fail to act, or act arbitrarily
outside of the standards and criteria provided for in
the sections following, shall the Commonwealth through
its duly authorized agencies and officials act to insure
compliance with law within the powers set forth below
and as restricted therein. The improvements in the edu-
cational system hereby obtained are not to be construed
as a final resolution of organizational problems. Local
school officials as agents of the General Assembly are
directed to continually review orgamizational patterns
and adopt without delay all changes which will accelerate
the progress of public education. It is further declared
to be the purpose and intention of the General Assembly
that the above may be used in construing and arriving
at legislative intent with respect to the provisions of
this subdivision.

Section 290.1. Educational Performance Standards.
—To implement the purpose of this subdivision, the
State Board of Education, as soon as possible and in
any event no later than July 1, 1965, shall develop or
cause to be developed an evaluation procedure designed
to measure objectively the adequacy and efficiency of
the educational programs offered by the public schools
of the Commonwealth. The evaluation procedure to be
developed shall include tests measuring the achieve-
ments and performance of students pursuing all of the
various subjects and courses comprising the curricula.
The evaluation procedure shall be so constructed and
developed as to provide each school district with relevant

* “two thousand” not in original.
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comparative data to enable directors and administrators
to more readily appraise the educational performance
and to effectuate without delay the strengthening of the
district’s educational program. Tests developed under
the authority of this section to be administered to pupils
shall be used for the purpose of providing a uniform
evaluation of each school district and the other purposes
set forth in this subdivision. The State Board of Educa-
tion shall devise performance standards upon the com-
pletion of the evaluation procedure required by this
section.

Section 291. Standards for Organization of Adminis-
trative Units—The State Board of Education, within
nminety (90) days of the effective date of this amending
act, shall adopt standards for approval of administrative
units, taking into comsideration the following factors:
topography, pupil population, community characteris-
tics, transportation of pupils, use of existing school build-
ings, existing administrative units, potential population
changes and the capability of providing a comprehensive
program of education.

Section 292. Submaission of Plans—Each county
board of school directors, on or before July 1, 1964, shall
prepare a plan of orgamization of administrative units
for the county, conforming to the standards for ap-
proval of administrative units adopted by the State
Board of Education. The plan shall be submitted to the
Department of Public Instruction mot less than thirty
(30) days nor more than sizxty (60) days after it 4s
prepared. Amy school district which considers itself
aggrieved by the plan may set forth its specific objections
i a petition which shall be served by registered or
certified mail on the secretary of the county board of
school directors. All such petitions filed shall be ap-
pended to the plan prior to submission to the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. No plan of organization of
administrative units shall be submitted which wviolates

“any written agreement entered into by several school
districts for the establishment of a joint school or de-
partment, unless the agreement is amended to provide
that it shall be discontinued at the time the proposed
administrative unit is deemed established as a school
district. A plan of orgamization of administrative units
shall be deemed to violate a written agreement entered
into by several school districts for the establishment of
a joint school or department only when it formulates an
administrative unit, which in whole or in part comprises
less than all of the school districts joined by such agree-
ment. In preparing its plans, a county board of school
directors shall confer with school directors and ad-
ministrators of all school districts of the county, and
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may confer with the staff of the Department of Public
Instruction and upon written request shall confer with
other interested persons. Each plan shall assure the
continuity of special education and area technical school
programs by providing special education and area tech-
nical school attendance areas established tn accordance
with standards approved by the State Board of Educa-
tion.

Each county board of school directors which prepared
and submitted to the Department of Public Instruction
prior to January 1, 1963, a plan of organization of ad-
mimistrative units for the county, shall, in compliance
with the provisions hereof, recomsider such plan and
submit the same or a revised plan on or before July 1,
1964, irrespective of the aclion taken on the prior plan.
In those cases where the prior plan was approved by
the State Council of Education, the plan submitted
when approved by the Council of Basic Education shall
supersede the prior approved plan as the plan of or-
ganization of administrative units for the county.

Section 293. Approval of Plans—(a) When any
plan of organization of administrative units for a county

s found to conform to the standards for approval of

administrative units adopted by the State Board of
Education, the Department of Public Instruction shall
cause such plan to be placed upon the agenda of the
Council of Basic Education. The Council of Basic Edu-
catron shall review all plans placed upon its agenda, and
approve such plans as it deems wise in the best interests
of the educational system of the Commonwealth. Ezxzcept
as hereinafter provided, no plan of organization of ad-
minisirative units shall be approved in which any pro-
posed school district contains a pupil population of less
than four thousand (4,000), unless when factors of
topography, pupil population, communily characteris-
tics, transportation of puptls, use of existing school
buildings, existing administrative units, potential popu-
lation changes and the capability of providing a com-
prehensive program of education are considered by the
Council of Basic Education as requiring the approval
of a plan of organization of adminisirative units in
which one or more proposed school districts contains a
pupil population of less than four thousand (4,000).
(b) A plan of organization of edministrative units for
a county shall be approved by the Council of Basic Edu-
cation, if the plan comtains (¢) mo unit with ¢ pupil
population less than that of the umit with the smallest
pupil population in the last previous county-wide plan
submitted to and approved by the State Council of
Education prior to September 12, 1961, and (1) no
more units than were in the aforesaid county-wide plan



SESSION OF 1963. Act No. 299

plus an additional unit for each second class district
which was not required to be a part of such county-wide
plan and which was not included in an administrative
unit thereof. (c¢) Puptl population as used in this sec-
tion shall mean the average daily membership for the
school year 1961-1962 including kindergarten or grade
one through grade twelve.

Section 294. Disapproval of Plans—When any plan
of orgamization of administrative units for a county is
disapproved by the Council of Basic Education, it shall
be returned to the county board of school directors which
submitted the plan for reconsideration, amendment and
resubmission i accordance with the recommendations
of the Council of Basic Education.

Section 295. Department of Public Instruction to
Prepare Plans.—In the event that no plan of organiza-
tion of admimistrative units is approved by the Council
of Basic Education for a county prior to January 1,
1965, the Department of Public Instruction shall pre-
pare and place upon the agenda of the Council of Basic
Education a plan of organization of administrative units
for the county. When approved by the Council of Basic
Education, such plan shall be deemed the approved plan

of organization of administrative units for the county.-

Ay school district which considers itself aggrieved
by a plan of orgamization of administrative umits ap-
proved by the Council of Basic Education may appeal
to the State Board of Education by filing a petition,
within thirty (30) days after approval of the plan, set-
ting forth the grounds for such appeal. A copy of such
petition shall be served by registered or certified mail
on the secretary of the county board of school directors.
The State Board of Education, or its represeniative, shall
fixz a day and time for hearing, shall give written notice
to all parties interested, and may hear and consider such
testimony as it may deem advisable to enable it to make
a decision. After reaching its deciston, the State Board
of Education shall enter such order as appears to it just
and proper, either directing the Council of Basi¢ Edu-
cation to approve the plan in an amended form or con-
firming the plan in the form previously approved by the

. Council of Basic Education. The decision of the State
Board of Education shall be final, unless an appeal is
taken as now provided under the provisions of the ‘‘ Ad-
ministrative Agency Law.”’

Section 296. Establishment of Reorganized School
Districts—On July 1, 1966, or on the date of advance
establishment, all administrative units contained in plans
of organization of admainistrative units approved by the
Council of Basic Education shall constitute and be
deemed established as school districts, and shall belong
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to the class to which they are entitled as provided by
law.

Section 297. Advance Establishment—(a) Any ad-
ministrative unit contained in a plan of organization of
administrative units approved by the Council of Basic
Education may constitule and be deemed established
as a school district on July 1, 1964, or on July 1, 1965,
when the following conditions have been satisfied:

(1) AUl appeals to the State Board of Education from
the action of the Council of Basic Education approving
the plan of organization of administralive units have
been finally determined;

(2) At a regular meeting or at a special meeting called
for such purpose, the board of school directors of each
school . district composing the administrative unit has
approved by magjority vote the establishment in advance
of July 1, 1966, of the proposed school digtrict contained
in the plan of orgamization of administrative units ap-
proved by the Council of Basic Education;

(3) A copy of the resolution of each school district
is filed with the Department of Public Instruction; and

"(4) The Superintendent of Public Instruction certifies
to the Council of Basic Education that all school districts
composing the administrative unit have filed resolutions
with the Department of Public Instruction approving
the establishment of the school district im advance of
July 1, 1966. The certification shall state the date when
the school district shall be deemed established.

(b) Any school district established im advance of
July 1, 1966, shall be entitled to all the benefits of this
act and shall be subject to all of the provisions of this
act as if the school district were constituted and deemed
established on July 1, 1966: Provided, however, That in
the case of school districts established on July 1, 1964,
the provisions of section 303.1 of this act relating to
election of school directors shall be advanced two years:
And provided further, That in the case of school districts
established on July 1, 1965, the provisions of section
303.1 of this act shall not be advanced.

Section 298. Property and Indebledness and Rental
Obligations of Former School Districts—(a) Excepl as
otherwise provided in this section, all real and personal
property, indebtedness and rental obligations to an ap-
proved school building authority or mon-profit corpo-
ration, if any, of former school districts composing any
school district constituted and deemed established pur-
suant to this subdivision (1) shall become the property,
mdebtedness and rental obligations of such newly es-
tablished school district. All rights of creditors against
any of the component former school districts shall be
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preserved against the newly established school district.
All property theretofore vested in the component former
school districts shall become vested in the mewly estab-
lished school district, and all debts and taxes owing to
the component former school districts, uncollected in the
several component former school districts, and all moneys
in the treasuries of the component former school districts,
shall be paid to the treasurer of the mewly established
school district.

(b) All obligations of any component former school
district evidenced by funding bonds issued after Septem-
ber 12, 1961, for the purpose of funding unfunded debt
contracted for current operaling expenses, shall con-
tinue to be an obligation of the taxable property within
such former component school district and any sinking
fund created on account of such indebtedness shall re-
main the separate sinking fund for such bonds. In levy-
g and assessing taxzes for the first school year of
operation, the interim operating commitiee, and in levy-
ing and assessing such taxes for each subsequent school
year, the board of school directors of the mewly estab-
lished school district, shall levy and assess, upon the
taxable property within such component former school
district for which bonds issued after September 12, 1961,
for the purpose of funding unfunded debt contracted
for current operating expenses shall be outstanding, a
tax in addition to all other school district taxes, in an
amount sufficient to discharge the obligation of such
component former school district, as set forth pursuant
to section 207 of the Municipal Borrowing Law, in the
resolution increasing the indebledness of such com-
ponent former school district for such purpose. If such
funding bonds shall be a part of an issue of bonds issued
partly for other purposes, such funding bonds shall be
deemed to be the bonds of such issue which mature first.

Section 4. Section 303 of the act is amended to read:

Section 303. Number and Election in Districts of
the Second, [Class] Third and Fourth Classes; Terms of
Office.—(a) In each school district of the second class,
and on and after July 1, 1966, or if there is advance
establishment July 1, 1964, or July 1, 1965, as the case
may be, tn each school district of the second, third and
fourth class, there shall be a board of nine (9) school
directors, who, except as otherwise provided in this act,
shall be elected at large [, and whose] for terms of
[office shall be] six (6) years. The terms of three of the
members shall expire on the first Monday of December
of each odd numbered year, as now provided by law.
At each municipal election, three school directors, except
as otherwise provided in this act, shall be elected at large
for terms of six (6) years. Their terms of office shall

299 571

Section 303 of
act, amended.



572 Act No. 299 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Act amended by
adding a new
section 303.1.

begin on the first Monday of December following their
election.

(b) The interim operating commitiee or after the date
of establishment the board of school directors of a newly
established school district, may, if it so chooses, develop
a plan to divide the school district into either three or
nine regions. The boundaries of the regions shall be
fized and established in such manner that the population
of each region shall be as nearly equal as possible and
shall be compatible with the boundaries of election dis-
tricts. Such plan for the division of the school district
shall be submitted for approval to the court of quarter
sessions. If approved by such court, the clerk thereof
shall certify the regional boundaries contained therein
to the county board of elections. In the event of any
division, redivision, alteration, change or consolidation
of election districts which renders regional boundaries
incompatible with the boundaries of election districts,
a new plan shall be developed and submitted for court
approval in like manner. Any proposed change in an
approved plan, including abolition of regional repre-
sentation, shall be submatted for approval to the court
of quarter sessions by the board of school directors.
Where a three region plan 1s approved, three school
directors who reside in each region shall be elected or
appointed as hereimafter provided by and from each
region and at all times each region shall be represented
by three directors elected or appointed as hereinafter
provided from that region. Where a nine region plan
is approved, one school director who resides in each
region shall be elected or appointed as hereinafter pro-
vided by and from each region and at all times each
region shall be represented by a director elected or ap-
pointed as hereinafter provided from that region.

(c) In any case where the newly established school
district is situated in two or more counties, the plan for
regional representation provided for herein shall be sub-
mitted for approval to the court of quarter sessions of
the county in which the largest part in area of the land
affected 1s situated, which court shall have exclusive
Jurisdiction over the matter.

Section 5. The act is amended by adding, after sec-
tion 303, a new section to read:

Section 303.1. Incumbent School Directors and In-
terim Operating Committee—(a) All school directors
of the component school districts forming am adminis-
trative unit composed of two or more school districts
approved by the Council of Basic Education to be es-
tablished as a school district shall serve out the terms
of office for which they were elected. No vacancies oc-
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curring in such position after the date of establishment
shall be filled.

(b) On or before the fifteenth day of the January im-
mediately preceding the date of establishment, such in-
cumbent school directors of the component school
districts shall be called into convention by the county
superintendent of schools and shall select by majority
vote an interim operating committee composed of mine
incumbent school directors. In selecting the interim
operating committee, the incumbent school directors shall
take into consideration the principle of proportionate
representation according to population. The decision of
the convention in selecting the interim operating com-
mittee shall be final. Six of the members of the interim
operating commitlee shall be selected for a term ex-
piring on the first Monday of December, 1967 ; and three
for a term -expiring on the first Monday of December,
1969. No director may be appointed to serve on the
interim operating commiltee for a term expiring later
than the term for which he was elected. At the munic-
ipal elections held in November, 1967 three members
shall be elected for a four-year term and three members
shall be elected for a siz-year term. Thereafter, all mem-
bers shall be elected for siz-year terms. The school
directors elected at the mumnicipal elections held in No-
vember, 1967, and thereafter, shall take the place of the
appointed members of the interim operating committee
as their terms expire. The members of the interim oper-
ating committee shall become and shall serve as the board
of school directors of the school district on and after the
date of establishment,

(¢) The interim operating committee shall have the
power and its duty shall be to meet, prepare and adopt
a budget, levy and assess taxes and perform all acts and
functions mecessary to enable the proposed school dis-
trict to function properly prior to the date of its estab-
lishment. The committee shall have the power to fill
vacancies should a deficiency in membership arise due
to death, resignation or otherwise: Provided, however,
That vacancies shall first be filled by the selection of an
incumbent school director, +f any.

(d) The incumbent school directors not selected for
membership on the interim operating committee shall
serve in an advisory capacity to the interim operating
committee and to the board of school directors of the
newly established school district. Such incumbent school
directors may attend meetings and participate in dis-
cussions of the interim operating committee and board
of school directors, but shall have no vote.

( eg In the case of a single school district forming an
administrative unit approved by the Council of Basic
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Education to be established as a school district, the in-
cumbent school directors shall be the school directors of
the newly established district and the election of school
directors at each municipal election subsequent to the
date of establishment shall be as provided in section 303
of this act. In the event the number of incumbent school
directors is less than nine, the board of school directors
on and after the date of establishment shall have the
power to raise its membership to nine in the manner
now provided by law to fill vacancies on the board.

(f) The interim operating committee or the board of
school directors shall ‘also have the power and its duly
shall be to propose a name for the school district to be
established. The name proposed shall be reported to the
Department of Public Instruction which shall review
the proposed name and approve it if it is not a duplica-
tion of a name previously approved by the Department
of Public Instruction. When it approves a mame, the
Department of Public Instruction shall issue a certificate
stating that the approved name has been registered as
the offictal designation of the school district.

Section 6. Subsection (d) of section 1073 of the act,
added July 3, 1957 (P. L. 461), is amended to read:

Section 1073. Manner of Election; Change of Class
of District.—

* * * ® »

(d) The term of office or commission of a district
superintendent, assistant district superintendent or as-
sociate superintendent, shall not be shortened by reason
of the fact that the distriet in which he serves shall be-
come part of a joint school or union or merged distriet,
or by reason of the fact that the district in which he
serves shall become a part of a new school district estab-
lished as the result of reorgamization of school districts
pursuant to Article I1., subdivision (%) of this act. Posses-
sion of a commission as district superintendent, assistant
district superintendent or associate superintendent, shall
not give the holder priority status as a candidate for the
position of supervising principal or for the office of-
distriet superintendent or associate superintendent of
the joint school or union, [or] merged or newly estab-
lished school district, in which the district he serves be-
comes a part. Any district superintendent, assistant
district superintendent or associate superintendent not
selected as the supervising prinecipal or distriet super-
intendent of the joint school or union, [or] merged or
newly established school distriet in which the district he
serves becomes a part shall be assigned to a position or
office for which he is eligible [without] : Provided, how-
ever, That in a new school district reorganized under
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Article II., subdivision (i) of this act, he shall be as-
signed to a position or office which is administrative or
supervisory in nalure only, but there shall be no re-
duction in salary until the expiration of his commission.
Thereafter, unless elected to an office requiring a com-
mission he shall have the status of a professional em-
ploye: Provided, That the board of school directors may
adjust the salary according to the classification of the
position to which he may be assigned, and that the
period of service as a commissioned district superin-
tendent, assistant district superintendent or associate
superintendent shall be counted as time served as a pro-
fessional employe in determining his semiority rights.

Section 7. Section 1083.1 of the act, added July 3,
1957 (P. L. 461), is amended by adding, at the end
thereof, a new subsection to read:

Section 1083.1. Reorganization of Districts.— * * *

(¢) The interim operating commitiee of each school
district established as the result of reorganization of
school- districts pursuant to Article II., subdivision (%)
of this act, shall appoint a district superintendent or
supervising principal for the mewly established school
district. If the person selected is chosen from among
incumbent district superintendents or supervising prin-
cipals of the component school districts forming the
newly established school district, the selection may be
made without regard to semiority or rating as district
superintendent or supervising principal. Incumbent
district superintendents of the component school dis-
tricts forming the newly established school district shall
be assigned to positions or offices which are adminis-
trative or supervisory in nature only without reduction
m pay until the expiration of their commissions. In-
cumbent supervising principals shall be assigned to posi-
tions or offices for which they are certificated, and their
salaries may be adjusted according to the classification
of the positions or offices to which they are assigned.

Section 8. Section 1124 of the act is amended by
adding, at the end thereof, a new subsection to read:

Section 1124. Causes for Suspension.—Any board of
school directors may suspend the necessary number of
professional employes, for any of the causes hereinafter
enumerated :

* * * * *

(4) When new school districts are established as the
result of reorganization of school districts pursuant to
Article I1., subdivision (i} of this act, and when such
reorganization makes it unnecessary to retain the full
staff of professional employes.
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section 5021
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P. L. 2088

further amended.

Section 9. Subsection (b) of section 1125 of the act,
amended June 15, 1961 (P. L. 438), is amended to read:

Section 1125, Suspensions and Reinstatements; How
Made.—* * *

(b) In cases in which suspensions are to be made,
professional employes shall be retained on the basis of
seniority rights, acquired within the school distriet of
current employment, where no differences in rating are
found. Seniority rights shall also prevail where there
is no substantial difference in rating. In cases where
there are substantial differences in rating of those under
consideration for suspension, seniority shall be given
consideration in accordance with prmmples and stand-
ards of Welghtmg incorporated in the ratmg cards.
Where there is a merger, jointure or union distriet
formed or when new school districts are established as
the result of reorganization of school districts pursuant
to Article I1., subdivision (i) of this act, all professional
employes shall retain the seniority rights they had at
the time of such merger, jointure, [or] union or reor-
gamization of school districts,

* % & *

Section 10. Section 1151 of the act is amended to
read :

Section 1151. Salary Increases; Demotions.—The
salary of any district superintendent, assistant district
superintendent or other professional employe in any
school district may be increased at any time during the
term for which such person is employed, whenever the
board of school directors of the district deems it neces-
sary or advisable to do so, but there shall be no demo-
tion of any professional employe either in salary or in
type of position, except as otherwise provided in this act,
without the consent of the employe, or, if such consent
is not received, then such demotion shall be subject to
the right to a hearing before the board of schoo! di-
rectors and an appeal in the same manner as herein-
before provided in the case of the dismissal of a
professional employe.

Section 11. Clause (b) of section 2502.1, amended
December 30, 1959 (P. L. 2088), is amended to read:

Section 2502.1. Supplemental Payments.—The fol-
lowing supplemental payments shall be made to distriets
of the third and fourth classes to certain districts of
the first class A and of the second class as hereinafter
provided, and to such other districts as have been ap-
proved by the Department of Public Instruection prior
to July 1, 1954, that are the district of residence on ac-
count of pupils enrolled in elementary schools or high
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schools operated by joint boards of which the district
of residence is a member.

* » * * L J

(b) The following supplemental payments shall be
made on account of resident pupils enrolled in schools
operated by ¢ union or merged school [districts] district
of the third [and] or fourth class,

[In the case of a union or merged school district of
the third or fourth class] within or comprising an ap-
proved administrative unit, or @ new school district com-
posed of two or more former school districts established
as a result of reorganization of school districts pursuant
to Article I1., subdivision (i) of this act, eight hundred
dollars ($800) per teaching unit multiplied by the sub-
sidiary account reimbursement fraction.

* * * » *

Section 12. Section 2502.1 of the act is amended by
adding, at the end thereof, two new paragraphs to read:

Section 2502.1. Supplemental Payments.—* * *

All of the foregoing payments provided for in this
section shall be terminated with the payments on ac-
count of the school year 1965-1966.

Supplemental payments shall be made on account of
the school year 1966-1967 and every school year there-
after to all school districts on account of pupils enrolled
in elementary and secondary schools in the amount of
eight hundred dollars ($800) per teaching unit multi-
plied by the district’s subsidiary account reimbursement
fraction. In the case of area technical schools, and in
addition to the supplemenial payments hereinabove pro-
vided, the following payments shall be made on account
of pupils enrolled wn area technical schools in which the
district of residence participates: (1) eight hundred
dollars ($800) per eleven thousand eight hundred eighty
class hours membership or more for pupils attending
part time multiplied by the subsidiary account reim-
bursement fraction, or (2) eight hundred dollars ($800)
per teaching unit for pupils atlending full time mults-
plied by the subsidiary account reimbursement fraction.
Children who are in average daily membership in lab-
oratory schools of State-owned colleges shall be included
in the computation of teaching wunits for supplemental
payments to school districts.

Section 13. Section 2503.1 of the act, amended De-
cember 15, 1959 (P. L. 1840), is amended by amending
the section heading and adding at the end thereof a
new paragraph to read:

Section 2503.1. Minimum Reimbursements to Union
and Merged Districts, [and] Jointures and Newly Estab-
lished School Districts—

* * * %
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Clauses (1) and

(2), second para-

graph, section
2541, amended
December 22,

1959, P. L. 1975,
further amended.

No mew school district established as the result of
reorganization of school districts pursuant to Article
I1., subdwision (i) of this act, shall, on account of any
year subsequent to its establishment, be paid on account
of reimbursement for instruclion, supplemenial pay-
ments, pupil transportation and school building rentals
and sinking fund charges, a sum totaling less than the
total reimbursement on account of imstruction, supple-
mental payments, pupil transportation and school build-
ing rentals and sinking fund charges paid to the com-
ponent former school districts on account of the school
year 1965-1966, or if established on July 1, 1964, the
school year 1963-1964, or if established on July 1, 1965,
the school year 1964-1965, unless such newly established
school district has a decrease in enrollment, has a re-
duced cost of revmbu.sable pupil transportation or has
reduced or eliminated its school building rentals or sink-
tng fund charges. In the event of decreased enrollment,
the Department of Public Instruction shall reduce the
reimbursement payable under this paragraph by an
amount to be obtained by multiplying the product of
the mazimum subsidy multiplied by the basic account
reimbursement fraction of the mewly established school
district by the difference between the current number
of teaching umits and the number of teaching units of
children from the component former school districts in
average daily membership in the public schools during
the school year 1965-1966, or if established on July 1,
1964, the school year 1963-1964, or if established on
July 1, 1965, the school year 1964-1965. In the event of
a reduction in the cost of reimbursable pupil transporta-
tion or a reduction or elimination of school building
rentals or sinking fund charges, the Depariment of
Public Instruction shall reduce the reimbursement paya-
ble under this paragraph by an amount equal to the
reimbursement which would have been payable on ac-
count of the amount of such reduction in reimbursable
pupil transportation cost or reduction of elimination
of school building rentals or sinking fund charges.

Section 14. Clauses (1) and (2) of the second para-
graph of section 2541, amended December 22, 1959 (P. L.
1975), are amended to read:

Section 2541. Payments on Account of Pupil Trans-
portation,—

*® ® * » *

Such payments for pupil transportation shall be made
in the following cases:

(1) To school districts of the fourth class and distriets
of the third class which are located wholly within the
boundary lines of a township, or within the boundary
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lines of a borough which has a population of less than
five hundred (500) inhabitants to the square mile, to
districts of the third class operating schools jointly with
districts of the fourth class or with other districts of
the third class entitled to payment on account of trans-
portation to merged or union school districts in which
one or more of the component districts were heretofore
eligible for reimbursement on account of transportation
to new school districts composed of two or more former
school districts established as a result of reorgamization
of school districts pursuant to Article I1., subdivision
(i) of this act and to school districts which were eligible
heretofore for reimbursement on acecount of transporta-
tion, for the transportation of elementary school pupils
residing within any part of the district last served by
any elementary school closed since the first Monday of
July, one thousand nine hundred seven, or within a
district all of whose schools have been closed, or who
are assigned to a training school of a State [teachers’]
college, and in each case who reside one and one-half
(1%) miles or more from the school to which they are
assigned. ‘

{2) To school districts of the fourth class and districts
of the third class which are located wholly within the
boundary lines of a township, or within the boundary
lines of a borough which has a population of less than
five hundred (500) inhabitants to the square mile, to
merged or union school districts in which one or more
of the component districts were heretofore eligible for
reimbursement on account of transportation fo mew
school districts composed of two or more former school
districts established as a result of reorganmization of
school districts pursuant to Article I1., subdivision (i)
of this act and to school districts which were eligible
heretofore for reimbursement on account of transporta-
tion, for the transportation of any child living more
than two (2) miles by the nearest public highway from
the nearest school in session, and to distriets of the third
class operating schools jointly with districts of the fourth
class or with other districts of the third class entitled
to payment on account of transportation for the trans-
- portation of any child living more than two (2) miles
by the nearest public highway from the nearest jointly
operated school in session offering the proper grades
including pupils who are attending area technical
schools.

* % & * &

Section 15. Section 2541 of the act is amended by
adding, at the end thereof, a new paragraph to read:

Section 2541. Payments on Account of Pupil Trans-
portation.—* * *
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Payments for pupil transportation on account of the
school year 1966-1967 and every school year thereafter
shall be made only in the following cases:

(1) To all school districts for the transportation to
and from school of elementary school pupils residing one
and one-half (1v5) miles or more by the mearest public
highway from the school to which the pupils are assigned,
wncluding monresident children who are placed in the
home of a resident, or who are residents of an orphanage,
or home or children’s home or other institution for the
care and traiming of orphams or other children, and
who attend the public schools.

(2) To all school districts for the tramsportation to
and from school of secondary school pupils residing two
(2) miles or more by the nearest public highway from
the school to which the pupils are assigned, including
nonresident children who are placed in the home of a
resident, or who are inmates of an orphan asylum or
home or children’s home or other institution for the care
and training of orphans or other children, and who al-
tend the public schools. '

(3) To all school districts for pupils transported to
and from approved consolidated schools or approved
joint consolidated schools or approved vocational district
schools living one and one-half (1Y% ) miles or more from
the school of attendance.

Consolidated schools or joint comsolidated schools or
vocational district schools shall so long as they are ap-
proved as to orgamization, control, location, equipment,
courses of study, qualifications of teachers, methods of
instruction, condition of admission, expenditures of
money, methods and means of transportation and the
contracts providing therefor, constitute approved con-
solidated schools or approved joint consolidated schools
or approved vocational district schools.

(4) To all school districts for the transportation of
exceptional children regularly enrolled in special classes
approved by the Department of Public Instruction or
enrolled in a regular class in which approved educational
provisions are made for them.

(5) To all school districts for pupils transported to
and from area technical schools.

Section 16. Constitutional Construction.—If any
section, sentence, clause or part of this act is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional, the decision of the
court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions of this act. It is hereby declared as the legis-
lative intent that this act would have been adopted had
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such unconstitutional sentence, section, clause or part
thereof not been included herein.

Section 17. This act shall take effect immediately.
ArprovED—The 8th day of August, A. D. 1963.
WILLIAM W. SCRANTON

No. 300
AN ACT

Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled “An act
consolidating and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code,
the Motor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and other acts
relating to the ownership, possession and use of vehicles and
tractors,” providing for appeals to the court of common pleas,
the County Court of Philadelphia, the County Court of Alle-
gheny County and the Superior Court, and increasing the time
for the taking of the appeal in certain cases.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 819 and sub-
section (b) of section 1401, act of April 29, 1959 (P. L.
58), known as ‘‘The Vehicle Code,”’ are amended to
read :

Section 819. Official Inspection Stations.—* * *

(b) If the secretary finds that the provisions of this
act are not being complied with, or that the business
of an official inspection station in connection with the
corrections, adjustments, repairs or inspection of motor
vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers is being improperly
conducted, he shall suspend the certificate of appoint-
ment of any such station and require the immediate
surrender and return of the certificate of appointment,
together with all department forms: Provided, however,
That if the servant or employe of any such inspection
station shall without the authorization, knowledge or
consent of his employer, violate any of the provisions
of this act in reference to the inspection of vehicles,
such violation or violations shall not be the cause of the
suspension of the certificate of appointment, as herein
provided, but such employe shall be subject to prosecu-
tion as hereinafter provided. Any person whose certifi-
cate of appointment is suspended under the provisions
of this subsection may, within [thirty (80)] forty-five
(45) days from the date thereof, appeal to the court of
common pleas of the county wherein such official in-
spection station is located, and such court is hereby
vested with jurisdiction, and it shall be its duty to set
the matter down for hearing upon [thirty (30)] forty-
five (45) days’ written notice to the secretary, and there-
upon to take testimony and examine into the facts of
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