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(These Joint Resolutions Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were passed for the first time at the
Legislative Session of 1966.)

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3
HB 422

Proposing that article eight of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
relating to suffrage and elections be amended.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby resolves as follows:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the
provisions of the eighteenth article thereof:

That the number and title of article eight and sections one, two,
three, seven, twelve, fourteen, fifteen, seventeen and nineteen thereof
be amended to read:

ARTICLE [VIII]

[SUFFRAGE AND] ELECTIONS
Section 1. Qualifications of Electors.—Every citizen twenty-one

years of age, possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled
to vote at all elections subject, however, to such laws requiring and
regulating the registration of electors as the General Assembly may
enact.

1. He or she shall have been a citizen of the United States at least
one month.

2. He or she shall have resided in the State [one year (or, having
previously been a qualified elector or native born citizen of the State,
he or she shall have removed therefrom and returned, then six
months) ] ninety (90) days immediately preceding the election.

3. He or she shall have resided in the election district where he or
she shall offer to vote at least sixty (60) days immediately preceding

the election, except that if qualified to vote in an election district
prior to removal of residence, he or she may, if a resident of Penn-
sylvania, vote in the election district from which he or she removed
his or her residence within sixty (60) days preceding the election.

Section 2. General Election Day.—The general election shall be

held biennially on the Tuesday next following the first Monday of
November in each even-numbered year, but the General Assembly
may by law fix a different day, two-thirds of all the members of each
House consenting thereto: Provided, That such election shall always
be held in an even-numbered year.

Section 8. Municipal Election Day ; Offices to be Filled on Election
Days.—All judges elected by the electors of the State at large may
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be elected at either a general or municipal election, as circumstances
may require. All electioris for judges of the courts for the several
judicial districts, and for county, city, ward, borough, and township
officers, for regular terms of service, shall be held on the municipal
election day; namely, the Tuesday next following the first Monday of
November in each odd-numbered year, but the General Assembly may
by law fix a different day, two-thirds of all the members of each
House consenting thereto: Provided, That such elections shall be held
in an odd-numbered year: Provided further, That all judges for the
courts of the several judicial districts holding office at the present
time, whose terms of office may end in an odd-numbered year, shall
continue to hold their offices until the first Monday of January in the
next succeeding even-numbered year.
* * *

Section [7] 6. Election and Registration Laws.—All laws regu-

lating the holding of elections by the citizens, or for the registration
of electors, shall be uniform throughout the State, except that laws
regulating and requiring the registration of electors may be enacted
to apply to cities only, provided that such laws be uniform for cities
of the same class, and except further, that the General Assembly
shall by general law, permit the use of voting machines, or other
mechanical devices for registering or recording and computing the
vote, at all elections or primaries, in any county, city, borough, incor-

porated town or township of the Commonwealth, at the option of the
electors of such county, city, borough, incorporated town or town-

ship, without being obliged to require the use of such voting machines
or mechanical devices in any other county, city, borough, incorporated

town or township, under such regulations with reference thereto as

the General Assembly may from time to time prescribe. The General
Assembly may, from time to time, prescribe the number and duties
of election officers in any political subdivision of the Commonwealth
in which voting machines or other mechanical devices authorized by
this section may be used.

* * 3k

Section [12] 10. Viva Voce Elections.—All elections by persons in
a representative capacity shall be viva voce or by automatic recording

device publicly indicating how each person voted.

* * *

Section [14] 11. Election Officers.—District election boards shall

consist of a judge and two inspectors, who shall be chosen at munici-
pal elections for such terms as may be provided by law. Each elector
shall have the right to vote for the judge and one inspector, and each
inspector shall appoint one clerk. The first election board for any new
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district shall be selected, and vacancies in election boards filled, as
shall be provided by law. Election officers shall be privileged from
arrest upon days of election, and while engaged in making up and
transmitting returns, except upon warrant of a court of record or
judge thereof, for an election fraud, for felony, or for wanton breach
of the peace. In cities they may claim !exemption from jury duty
during their terms of service.

Section [15] 12. Disqualifications for Service as Election Officer.

~-No person shall be qualified to serve as an election officer who shall
hold, or shall within two months have held any office, appointment
or employment in or under the government of the United States, or
of this State, or of any city, or county, or of any municipal board,
commission or trust in any city, save only [justices of the peace and
aldermen] notaries public and persons in the [militia service of the
State] National Guard or in a reserve component of the armed forces

of the United States; nor shall any election officer be eligible to any

civil office to be filled at an election at which he shall serve, save
only to such subordinate municipal or local offices, below the grade of
city or county offices, as shall be designated by general law.

* % *

Section [17] 13. Contested Elections.—The trial and determina-

tion of contested elections of electors of President and Vice-President,
members of the General Assembly, and of all public officers, whether
State, judicial, municipal or local, and contests involving questions

submitted to the electors at any election shall be by the courts of

law, or by one or more of the law judges thereof. [; the] The General

Assembly shall, by general law, designate the courts and judges by
whom the several classes of election contests shall be tried, and regu-
late the manner of trial and all matters incident thereto; but no
such law assigning jurisdiction, or regulating its exercise, shall apply

to any contest arising out of an election held before its passage.
* % *

Section [19] 14. Absentee Voting.—The Legislature [may] shall

by general law, provide a manner in which, and the time and place
at which, qualified [voters] electors who may, on the occurrence of

any election, be [unavoidably] absent from the State or county of
their residence, because their duties, occupation or business re-
quire them to be elsewhere or who, on the occurrence of any election,
are unable to attend at their proper polling places because of illness
or physical disability, may vote, and for the return and canvass of
their votes in the election district in which they respectively reside.

! “exemptions” in original.
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Section 2. The following sections of article eight of the present
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are hereby re-
numbered: eight to seven, ten to eight and eleven to nine.

Section 8. The existing sections six, nine, thirteen, sixteen and
eighteen of article eight of the present Constitution which read as
hereinafter set forth, are hereby repealed.

[Section 6. Whenever any of the qualified electors of this Com-
monwealth shall be in actual military service under a requisition from
the President of the United States or by the authority of this Com-
monwealth, such electors may exercise the right of suffrage in all
elections by the citizens, under such regulations as are or shall be
prescribed by law, as fully as if they were present at their usual
places of election.]

* * *

[Section 9. Any person who shall, while a candidate for office,
be guilty of bribery, fraud, or willful violation of any election law,
shall be forever disqualified from holding an office of trust or profit
in this Commonwealth; and any person convicted of willful violation
of the election laws shall, in addition to any penalties provided by
law, be deprived of the right of suffrage absolutely for a term of
four years.]

* % %

[Section 13. For the purpose of voting no person shall be deemed
to have gained a residence by reason of his presence or lost it by
reason of his absence, while employed in the service, either civil or
military, of this State or of the United States, nor while engaged in
the navigation of the waters of the State or of the United States,
or on the high seas, nor while a student of any institution of learning,
nor while kept in any poor house or other asylum at public expense,
nor while confined in public prison.]

* * L

[Section 16. The courts of common pleas of the several counties
of the Commonwealth shall have power, within their respective juris-
dictions, to appoint overseers of election to supervise the proceedings
of election officers and to make report to the court as may be re-
quired; such appointments to be made for any district in a city
or county upon petition of five citizens, lawful voters of such election
district, setting forth that such appointment is a reasonable precau-
tion to secure the purity and fairness of elections; overseers shall
be two in number for an election district, shall be residents therein,
and shall be persons qualified to serve upon election boards, and in
each case members of different political parties; whenever the mem-
bers of an election board shall differ in opinion the overseers, if they
shall be agreed thereon, shall decide the question of difference; in
appointing overseers of election all the law judges of the proper
court, able to act at the time, shall concur in the appointments

made.]

* *
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[Section 18. The General Assembly may, by general law, provide
a manner in which, and the time and place at which, qualified war
veteran voters may vote, who are unable to attend at their proper
polling places because of being bed-ridden or otherwise physically
incapacitated, and may provide for the return and canvass of their
votes in the election district in which they respectively reside. Posi-
tive proof of being bed-ridden or otherwise physically incapacitated
shall be given by affidavit or by certification of a physician, hospital
or other authenticated source.]

Section 4. This proposed amendment shall be submitted by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the State,
at the primary election next held after the advertising requirements
of article eighteen, section one of the Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania have been satisfied.

(These Joint Resolutions Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were passed for the first time at the
Legislative Session of 1966.)

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4
HB 438

Proposing that article eighteen of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania relating to future amendments be amended.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby resolves as follows:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the
provisions of the eighteenth article thereof:

That article eighteen of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania is amended to read:

ARTICLE XVIII
[FUTURE] AMENDMENTS
Section 1. Proposal of Amendments by the General Assembly and

Their Adoption.—Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed

in the Senate or House of Representatives; and if the same shall be
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each House, such
proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their jour-
nals with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and the Secretary of the
Commonwealth shall cause the same to be published three months
before the next general election, in at least two newspapers in every
county in which such newspapers shall be published; and if, in the
General Assembly next afterwards chosen, such proposed amendment
or amendments shall be agreed to by a majority of the members



