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No. 383

AN ACT

HB 1657

Amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 (P. L. 30), entitled “An act relating to the public
schoolsystem, including certain provisions applicable as well to private and paro-
chial schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto,” further providing for the establishmentof independentschool districts for
transfer of territory, the placementthereof in anotherschooldistrict andthe appoint-
mentof directorstherefor.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections242.1, 292.1and 293.1, act of March 10, 1949
(P. L. 30), knownasthe “Public SchoolCodeof 1949,” addedJune23,
1965 (P. L. 139), are amendedto read:

Section242.1. Establishment[Hereafter]of IndependentDistricts

for Transferof Territory to AnotherSchoolDistrict.—(a) A majority

of the taxable inhabitantsof any contiguousterritory in any school

district or school districts, as hereinestablished,may presenttheir

petition to the court of commonpleasof the county in which each

contiguousterritory, or a greaterpart thereof,is situated,asking

that the territory be establishedas an independentdistrict for the

sole purposeof transfer to an adjacentschool district contiguous

thereto. Where the territory describedin any such petition is to be

takenfrom two or moreschooldistricts,such petition shall be signed

by amajority of all the taxableinhabitantsof thepart of eachschool

district which is to be includedin such independentdistrict for trans-ET
1 w
33 190 m
366 190 l
S
BT


fer. Such petitionsshall set forth aproperdescriptionof thebound-ET
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33 174 m
366 174 l
S
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ariesof the territory to be includedin suchproposedindependentdis-ET
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33 157 m
366 157 l
S
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trict, andthe reasonsof the petitionersfor requestingsuchtransfer

to anotherschool district and the nameof the district into which

its territory is proposedto be placed

.

The court shall hold hearingthereon,of which hearingthe school

district or districtsout of whoseterritory suchproposedindependent

district is to be takenand the schooldistrict into which the territory

is proposedto be assigned,shalleachhavetendaysnotice.In all cases
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wherean independentdistrict is proposedfor transferfrom oneschool

district to another,the merits of the petition for its creation,from

an educationalstandpoint,shallbe passedupon the Superintendentof

Public Instructionand the petition shall not be grantedby the court

unlessapprovedby him. The court of commonpleasshall securethe

reaction from the Superintendentof Public Instruction upon receipt

of the petition properly filed

.

The court, in its decreeestablishingsuch independentdistrict for

transfer purposes,shall also determinethe amount, if any, of the

indebtednessandobligationsof the school district, from whoseter-ET
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58 415 m
392 415 l
S
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ritory such independentdistrict is taken, that saiddistrict shall as-ET
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58 397 m
391 397 l
S
BT


sumeandpay, and,astatementproratingthe Statesubsidiespayable

betweenor amongthe losing district or districts and the receiving

district

.

In all caseswheresuch proceedingsresultin thecreationandtrans-ET
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69 329 m
392 329 l
S
BT


fer, by decreeof the court, of an independentdistrict, the costand

office fees shall be paid by the petitionersor, otherwise,by the re-ET
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58 294 m
390 294 l
S
BT


ceiving district. Such independentdistricts createdunder the provi-ET
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58 278 m
391 278 l
S
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sionsof this actshall not becomeanoperatingschooldistrict but will

be createdfor transferof territory only.

(b) In the caseof independentdistricts establishedhereafter,the

court of common pleas shall notify the county board of school di-
rectorsregardingreceiptof petition for suchestablishmentandshall

direct said board to preparea [recommendationfor] statementof

acceptanceor rejection of the proposedplacementof the district in

[and] the designatedadministrativeunit of the county plan; such

[recommendation]statementto be transmittedto the court and to

the State Board of Education.
Section 292.1. IndependentDistricts.—Whenan independentdis-

trict is createdby the court of commonpleasfor purposesof transfer

from oneschool district to another,the [county board of school di-

rectors]court shallsubmitto the StateBoardof Education[a recom-

mendationas to] its decreecreatingsuch district. Such decreeshall
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be consideredan applicationfor the assignmentof said district to

[an] the designatedadministrativeunit of the approvedcountyplan.

Section 293.1. IndependentDistricts.—Whena [recommendation
for placementof an independentdistrict is receivedfrom a county
board of school directors] court decreeis receivedcreatingan inde-ET
1 w
167 508 m
369 508 l
S
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pendentdistrict for transferpurposes,the StateBoardof Education

shall place suchitem on its agendaandeitherapproveor disapprove
the [recommendation]creationandtransfer.If approvalis given, the

board shall direct the Council of BasicEducationto maketheneces-
sarychangesin the countyplan. If disapproved,the board shallstate
its reasonsfor suchdisapprovaland the independentdistrict shall
be provided a hearingif it so desires. [The board may assignthe
district to suchadministrativeunit as it may determine.]

Section 2. The act is amendedby addingafter section311, anew
sectionto read:

Section 311.1. Appointment in IndependentDistricts for Trans-ET
1 w
48 366 m
369 366 l
S
BT


fer Purposes;Terms of Office.—In the caseof an independentdistrict

establishedby courtfor purposesof transferto anotherschooldistrict

subsequentto the passageof this act, the court shall appoint a di-ET
1 w
37 314 m
368 314 l
S
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rector or directors,not to exceedthree.The term of the directorsso

appointedshall begin on thedateof appointmentandshall terminate

on the date the transferto the receivingschool district becomesef-ET
1 w
357 262 m
369 262 l
S
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fective. If there reside in the territory of the independentdistrict

oneor more who arecurrently servingas school directors,the court

shallmakeits first appointmentsfrom that group

.

The directors so appointed shall have as their responsibility the

right and authority to representthe independentdistrict in all legal

activities and conferencesto properly effect the transferof the in-ET
1 w
37 160 m
369 160 l
S
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dependentdistrict to the receivingschooldistrict.

Section3. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

AppRovED—The19th day of December,A. D. 1967.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER


