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ment or amendments shall be approved by a majority of those voting thereon, such
amendment or amendments shall become a part of the Constitution; but no amend-
ment or amendments shall be submitted oftener than once in five years. When two
or more amendments shall be submitted they shall be voted upon separately.

(a) In the event a major emergency threatens or is about to threaten the Com-
monwealth and if the safety or welfare of the Commonwealth requires prompt
amendment of this Constitution, such amendments to this Constitution may be
proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives at any regular or special ses-
sion of the General Assembly, and if agreed to by at least two-thirds of the
members elected to each House, a proposed amendment shall be entered on the
journal of each House with the yeas and nays taken thereon and the official in
charge of statewide elections shall promptly publish such proposed amendment in
at least two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers are published.
Such amendment shall then be submitted to the qualified electors of the Common-
wealth in such manner, and at such time, at least one month after being agreed to
by both Houses as the General Assembly prescibes.

(b) If an emergency amendment is approved by a majority of the qualified elec-
tors voting thereon, it shall become part of this Constitution. When two or more
emergency amendments are submitted they shall be voted on separately.

Section 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the State, at the primary election next
held after the advertising requirements of article eighteen, section one of the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have been satisfied.

(This Joint Resolution No. 7 was passed for the first time at the Legislative Session of
1965 and for the second time at the Legislative Session of 1967.)

No. 7

A JOINT RESOLUTION
SB8

Proposing that article seventeen of the Constitution relating to Railroads and Canals be
repealed.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves
as follows:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the eighteenth
article thereof:

That article seventeen of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
which reads as hereinafter set forth, dealing in its entirety with common carriers,
particularly railroads and canals, and which contains matter which has no proper
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place in a Constitution but should be entirely within the province of the General
Assembly, is hereby repealed.

[ARTICLE XVII
RAILROADS AND CANALS

Section 1. All railroads and canals shall be public highways, and all railroad
and canal companies shall be common' carriers. Any association or corporation
organized for the purpose shall have the right to construct and operate a railroad
between any points within this State, and to connect at the State line with railroads
of other States. Every railroad company shall have the right with its road to
intersect, connect with or cross any other railroad; and shall receive and transport
each the other’s passengers, tonnage and cars loaded or empty, without delay or
discrimination.

Section 2. Every railroad and canal corporation organized in this State shall
maintain an office therein where transfers of its stock shall be made, and where its
books shall be kept for inspection by any stockholder or creditor of such corpora-
tion, in which shall be recorded the amount of capital stock subscribed or paid in,
and by whom, the names of the owners of its stock and the amounts owned by
them, respectively, the transfers of said stock, and the names and places of resi-
dence of its officers.

Section 3. All individuals, associations and corporations shall have equal rights
to have persons and property transported over railroads and canals, and no undue
or unreasonable discrimination shall be made in charges for, or in facilities for,
transportation of freight or passengers within the State or coming from or going
to any other State.

Section 4. No railroad, canal or other corporation, or the lessees, purchasers or
managers of any railroad or canal corporation, shall consolidate the stock, prop-
erty or franchises of such corporation with, or lease, or purchase the works or
franchises of, or in any way control any other railroad or canal corporation owning
or having under its control a parallel or competing line; nor shall any officer of
such railroad or canal corporation act as an officer of any other railroad or canal
corporation owning or having the control of a parallel or competing line; and the
question whether railroads or canals are parallel or competing lines shall, when
demanded by the party complainant, be decided by a jury as in other civil issues.

Section 5. No incorporated company doing the business of a common carrier
shall, directly or indirectly, prosecute or engage in mining or manufacturing
articles for transportation over its works; nor shall such company, directly or
indirectly, engage in any other business than that of common carriers, or hold or
acquire lands, freehold or leasehold, directly or indirectly, except such as shall be
necessary for carrying on its business; but any mining or manufacturing company
may carry the products of its mines and manufactories on its railroad or canal
not exceeding fifty miles in length.

Section 6. No president, director, officer, agent or employee of any railroad or
canal company shall be interested, directly or indirectly, in the furnishing of
material or supplies to such company, or in the business of transportation as a
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common carrier of freight or passengers over the works owned, leased, controlled
or worked by such company.

Section 7. No discrimination in charges or facilities for transportation shall be
made between transportation companies and individuals, or in favor of either, by
abatement, drawback or otherwise, and no railroad or canal company, or any
lessee, manager or employee thereof, shall make any preferences in furnishing cars
or motive power.

Section 8. No railroad, railway, or other transportation company shall grant free
passes, or passes at a discount, to any person except officers or employes of the
company and clergymen.

Section 9. No street passenger railway shall be constructed within the limits of
any city, borough or townshpi, without the consent of its local authorities.

Section 10. No railroad, canal or other transportation company, in existence at
the time of the adoption of this article, shall have the benefit of any future legisla-
tion by general or special laws, except on condition of complete acceptance of all
the provisions of this article.

Section 11. The existing powers and duties of the Auditor General in regard to
railroad, canals and other transportation companies, except as to their accounts, are
hereby transferred to the Secretary of Internal Affairs, who shall have a general
supervision over them, subject to such regulations and alterations as shall be pro-
vided by law; and, in addition to the annual reports now required to be made, said
Secretary may require special reports at any time upon any subject relating to the
business of said companies from any officer or officers thereof.

Section 12. The General Assembly shall enforce by apprepriate legislation the
provisions of this article.]

Section 2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the State, at the primary election next
held after the advertising requirements of article seventeen, section one of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have been satisfied.

(These Joint Resolutions Nos, 8 and 9 were passed for the first time at the Legislative
Session of 1966 and for the second time at the Legislative Session of 1967.)

No. 8

A JOINT RESOLUTION
SB9

Proposing an amendment to article nine of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of



