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No. 125

AN ACT
HB 1528

Amending the act of May 24, 1945 (P. L. 991), entitled “An act to promote
elimination of blighted areasand supply sanitary housing in areasthrough-
out the Commonwealth; by declaring acquisition, Sound replanning and
redevelopmentof such areasto be for the promotion of health, safety,con-
venienceand welfare; creating public bodies corporateand politic to be
known as RedevelopmentAuthorities; authorizing them to engagein the
elimination of blighted areas and to plan and contract with private, cor-
porateor governmentalredevelopersfor their redevelopment;providing for
the organizationof such authorities;defining and providing for the exercise

0t their powersand duties, including the acquisition of property by pur-
chase,gift or eminentdomain; the leasingand selling of property, including
borrowing money, issuing bonds and other obligations, and giving security
therefor; restricting the interest of membersand employesof authorities;
providing for notice and hearing; supplying certain mandatoryprovisions
to be insertedin contractswith redevelopers;prescribing the remediesof
obligees of redevelopmentauthorities; conferringcertain duties upon local
planning commissions,the governing bodiesof cities and counties, and on
certain State officers, boardsand departments,”revising findings, adding a
definition of “conservation,”changingdefinitions of “field of operation,” “real
property,” “redeveloper,” “redevelopment,”and “redevelopmentareaplan,”
further defining the powers of an Authority, extendingand changingre-
developmentproposalrequirementsandthe requisitesof the planningcom-
mission’s redevelopmentareaplan, extendingAuthority’s powersto secure
financial assistancefrom any Government,and transferringcertain powers
and duties to the Departmentof Community Affairs and suspendingan in-
consistentreorganizationplan.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Clause (c.1) of section 2, act of May 24, 1945 (P. L.
991), known as the “Urban RedevelopmentLaw,” amendedMay 27,
1957 (P. L. 197), is amendedto read:

Section 2. Findingsand Declarationof Policy.—It is herebydeter-
mined arid declaredas a matter of legislative finding—

* * *

(c.1) That certain blightedareas,or portions thereof, may require
total acquisition,clearanceanddisposition, subject to continuingcon-
trols as provided in this act, since the prevailing condition of decay
may make impracticablethe reclamationof the areaby rehabilitation
or conservation,and that other blighted areas,or portion thereof,

through the meansprovided in this act, may be susceptibleto re-
habilitation or conservationor a combination of clearanceand dis-

position and rehabilitation or conservationin such mannerthat the

conditions and evils hereinbeforeenumeratedmay be eliminated or
remedied.

* * *

Secticin 2. Section3 of the act is amendedby adding, after clause
(c) a new clauseto read:
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Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where used in this
act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning.

* * 4

(c.1) “Conservation.”—The process of preserving or restoring

existing buildings, public facilities or other improvementsto an eco-ET
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nomically and socially sound condition.
* * *

Section 3. Clause(e) of section3 of the act, amendedAugust 17,
1965 (P. L. 351), is amendedto read:

Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where used in this
act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning.

‘K * *

(e) “Field of Operation.”—Theareawithin the territorial bound-
ariesof the city or countyfor which aparticularAuthority is created:
Provided,however,That the field of operationof anycountyauthority
shall not include a city having a redevelopmentauthority but may

include, with the consentof any such city, parcelsof land within the

city limits which are necessaryto the corporatepurposesof the

countyauthority or necessaryto its successfulredevelopmentof a re-ET
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developmentarea:And, providedfurther, That the field of operation

of any authority [shall] may include [the total areaof] parcelsof

land [severed by the territorial boundaries,]outside the territorial

boundariesof thecity or county, as thecasemaybe, which areneces-ET
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saryto the corporatepurposesof the authority or necessaryto the

successfulredevelopmentof a redevelopmentarea, with the consent

of the governingbody of the city or county and the municipality in

which the said parcelsare situated,as the casemay be: Provided

,

however, That the field of operationof any Authority shall not in-ET
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clude parcelsof land outside the territorial boundariesof a county

unlessacquisitionthereofhasbeenapprovedby amajority of theelec-ET
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tors voting in a primary or generalelection in the municipality in

which said parcelsare situated.
* * *

Section 4. Clause (k) of section3 of the act is amendedto read:
Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where used in this
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act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning.

* * *

(k) “Real Property.”—Lands,lands under water, structuresand
anyandall easements,air rights,franchisesandincorporealheredita-

ments and every estate and right therein, legal and equitable, in-
cluding terms for yearsand liens by way of judgment, mortgageor
otherwise.

* * *

Section 5. Clause (1) of section 3, of the act, amendedMay 27,
1957 (P. L. 197), is amendedto read:

Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where used in this
act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning.

* * *

(1) “Redeveloper.”—Any individual, government, partnership or

public or private corporationthat shall enteror proposeto enterinto
a contractwith an Authority for the redevelopmentof an area,or any
portion thereof,or any building or structurethereon,under the pro-
visions of this act.

* * *

Section 6. Clause (m) of section 3 of the act, amendedDecem-
ber 1, 1959 (P. L. 1631), is amendedto read:

Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where used in this
act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesa different meaning.

* * *

(m) “Redevelopment.”—Undertakingsandactivities for the elimi-
nation of blighted areas. Such undertakingsand activities may in-
clude the planning, replanning,acquisition, rehabilitation, conserva-

tion, renewal,improvement,clearance,sale,leaseor other disposition

of [land,] real property,buildingsor other improvementsin blighted

areas,or portions thereof, the relocationof businessesand families
affectedtherebyinto or outsideof a redevelopmentarea,or any com-
bination of such undertakingsand activities, the installation, con-
structionor reconstructionof streets,utilities, parks,playgroundsand
other improvementsnecessaryfor carrying out in the blighted area
the objectivesof this act in accordancewith the redevelopmentarea
plan, andcarryingout plansfor aprogramof voluntary repair, [and]
rehabilitation, [of] and conservationof real property, buildings or

otherimprovementsin accordancewith the redevelopmentareaplan.
* * *

Section 7. Clause(o) of section3 of the act is amendedto read:
Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms where,used in this
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act, shall have the following meanings,except where the context
clearly indicatesadifferent meaning.

* * *

(o) “RedevelopmentArea Plan.”—A planfor theredevelopmentof
all or apart of a redevelopmentareamadeby aplanningcommission

in accordancewith the provisionsof sectionten of this act.
* * *

Section 8. Subsection(c) of section 4 and section 8 of the act,
amendedMay 20, 1949 (P. L. 1621) are amendedto read:

Section 4. Formationof Authorities.—
* * *

(c) The governingbody shall causea certified copy of such ordi-
nanceor resolution to be filed with the Departmentof State and a
duplicate thereof with the [State Planning Board] Departmentof

Community Affairs upon receiptof the saidcertificatethe Secretary

of the Commonwealthshall issue a certificate of incorporation.
* * *

Section 8. Interestof Membersor Employes.—Nomemberor em-
ployeof an Authority shall acquireany interest, direct or indirect, in
any redevelopmentproject or in any property includedor plannedto
be includedin any redevelopmentarea,or in any areawhich he may
have reasonto believemay be certified to be a redevelopmentarea,
nor shall he haveany interest,direct or indirect, in any contractor
proposedcontractfor materialsor servicesto be furnishedor used
by anAuthority, or in any contractwith a redeveloperor prospective
redeveloperrelating, directly or indirectly, to any redevelopment
project. The acquisition of any such interest in a redevelopment
project or in any such property or contractshall constitutemiscon-
duct in office. If any member or employe of an Authority shall
alreadyown or control anyinterest,direct or indirect, in anyproperty
later includedor plannedto be includedin any redevelopmentproject
under the jurisdiction of the Authority, or has any such interestin
anycontractfor material or servicesto be furnished or used in con-
nectionwith any redevelopmentproject, he shall disclosethe samein
writing to the Authority and to the [StatePlanningBoard] Depart-ET
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mentof Community Affairs and the local governing body, and such

disclosureshall be enteredin writing upon the minute books of the
Authority. Failure to makesuch disclosureshall constitutemiscon-
duct in office.

Section 9, Clause (b) of section 9 of the act, amendedMay 27,
1957 (P. L. 197), is amendedto read:

Section 9. Powersof an Authority.—An Authority shall consti-
tute apublic body, corporateand politic, exercisingpublic powersof
the Commonwealthas an agencythereof,which powersshall include
all powersnecessaryor appropriateto carry out and effectuatethe
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purposesand provisionsof this act, including the following powers
in addition to thosehereinotherwisegranted:

* * *

(b) To study the recommendationsof theplanning commissionfor
redevelopmentof any areaand to make its own additional investiga-
tions and recommendationsthereon; to initiate preliminary studies
of possibleredevelopmentareasto makeand assistin implementing

(1) plans for carrying out a programof voluntary repair, [and] re-
habilitation andconservationof real property,buildings andimprove-

ments, (2) plans for the enforcementof laws, codesand regulations
relating to the use of land and the use andoccupancyof buildings
and improvements,(3) plansfor the relocationof persons(including
families, businessconcernsandothers)displacedby [a redevelopment
project,] any other Governmentactivities relatedto the purposesof

this actor anyactivities of the Authority, (4) preliminaryplansout-

lining redevelopmentactivities for neighborhoodsto embracetwo or
moreredevelopmentareas,and (5) preliminary surveysto determine
if the undertakingand carrying out of a redevelopmentproject are
feasible.

* * *

Section 10. Clause (c) of section9 of the act is amendedto read:
Section 9. Powersof an Authority—An Authority shall consti-

tute a public body, corporateandpolitic, exercisingpublic powersof
the Commonwealthas an agencythereof,which powersshall include
all powersnecessaryor appropriateto carry out and effectuatethe
purposesand provisionsof this act, including the following powers
in addition to those hereinotherwisegranted:

* * *

(c) To cooperatewith any government,school district or munici-

pality [as hereindefined];
* * *

Section 11. Clause (h) of section9 of the act, amendedSeptem-
ber 29, 1951 (P. L. 1650), is amendedto read:

Section 9. Powersof an Authority.—An Authority shall consti-
tute a public body, corporateandpolitic, exercisingpublic powersof
the Commonwealthas an agencythereof,which powersshall include
all powersnecessaryor appropriateto carry out and effectuatethe
purposesandprovisionsof this act, including the following powersin
addition to thoseherein otherwisegranted:

* * *

(h) To assemble,purchase,obtain options upon, acquire by gift,
grant, bequest,deviseor otherwiseany real or personalproperty or
any interesttherein from any person,finn, corporation,municipality
or government:Provided,That no real property, locatedoutsideof a
redevelopmentarea,which is not necessaryto the corporatepurposes
of the Authority nor necessaryto the successfulredevelopmentof a
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redevelopment[project] area, shall be purchasedby the Authority.
* * *

Section 12. Clause (I) of section 9, subsections(a) and (b) and
clause (6) of subsection(c) of section 10, and section 18 of the act
are amendedto read:

Section 9. Powersof an Authority.—An Authority shall consti-
tute apublic body, corporateandpolitic, exercisingpublic powersof
the Commonwealthas an agencythereof, which powersshall include
all powersnecessaryor appropriateto carry out and effectuatethe
purposesand provisionsof this act, including the following powers
in addition to those herein otherwisegranted:

* * *

(1) To reimbursefor their reasonableexpensesof removal, [the
occupantsof a redevelopmentarea]any persons (including families

,

businessconcernsandothers),who havebeendisplacedas a resultof

[the redevelopment]any other Governmentactivities relatedto the

purposesof this actor anyactivities of the Authority
* * *

Section 10. Preparationand Adoption of RedevelopmentPro-
posal.—

(a) An Authority shallpreparea redevelopmentproposalfor all or

part of anyareacertified by the planningcommissionto be a redevel-

opmentareaand for which the planningcommissionhasmadea re-
developmentareaplan.

(b) The planning commission’s certification of a redevelopment
area shall be made in conformancewith its comprehensivegeneral
plan (which may include, inter alia, a plan of major traffic arteries
andterminalsandaland useplanandprojectedpopulationdensities)
for the territory under its jurisdiction or for any greaterareafor

which the field of operationof theAuthority hasbeenextendedunder

clause(e) of section3 of this act.

(c) The planningcommission’s redevelopmentarea plan shall in-
clude, without being limited to, the following:

* * *

(6) A statementof any proposedchangesin streetlayouts, [or]
streetlevels, andproposedtraffic regulation, including the separation

or excluding of vehicular traffic partially or totally from pedestrian

traffic
* * *

Section 18. Aid from [Federal] Government.—Inaddition to the
powersconferredupon an Authority by other provisionsof this act,
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an Authority is empoweredto borrowmoneyor acceptgrantsor other
financial assistancefrom the [Federal] Government,for or in aid of
any of its operations. It is the purposeand intent of this act to au-
thorize every Authority to do any and all things necessaryor desir-
ableto securethefinancialaid or cooperationof the [Federal]Govern-
ment in any of its operations.

Section 13. Section 19 of the act, amendedMay 20, 1949 (P. L.
1621), is amendedto read:

Section 19. RecordsandReports.—
(a) The books and recordsof an Authority shall at all times be

openandsubjectto inspectionby the [StatePlanningBoard] Depart-ET
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mentof CommunityAffairs

(b) An Authority may file with the [State Planning Board]
Departmentof CommunityAffairs such informationandreportsas it

may from time to time deemdesirable,and shall file with them:
(1) A copy of all by-laws and rules andregulationsand amend-

ments thereto,adoptedby it, from time to time.
(2) Copiesof all redevelopmentproposalsand redevelopmentcon-

tracts, as well as of any changes,which may be madetherein.
(3) At least onceeach yeara report of its activities for the pre-

cedingyear,and such otherreports as said [board] departmentmay

require. Copies of such reports shall be filed with the mayor and
governingbody of the city or with the countyboardof commissioners,
as the casemaybe.

Section 14. ReorganizationPlan No. 1 of 1955, adoptedby the
Houseof RepresentativesJune7, 1955 andby the Senateon May 28.
1955, is suspendedin so far as it is inconsistentwith the provisions
of this act.

Section 15. This act shall take effect immediately.

An’RovED—The 26th day of June,A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

No. 126

AN ACT
SB 878

Amending the act of June 25, 1941 (P. L. 159), entitled, asamended,“An act
amending,revising, consolidatingand changingthe law relating to thebor-
rowing of moneyby certainpolitical subdivisions,the authorization,issuance
and sale of generalobligation bonds as herein defined, of bonds imposing
no generalobligation of debt and of bondsnot deemedt0 constitute a debt
for certainpurposes,and to the funding of debt andthe refundingof bonds;


