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No. 161
AN ACT

SB 1523

Establishing the Bicentennial Commission of Pennsylvaniato plan and develop
Pennsylvania’sparticipation in the commemorationof the American Revolution;
providing for the appointment of membersand the powers and duties of the
coinnusslon; and making an appropriation.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. ShortTitle.—This actshallbe knownandmaybe cited
as the “BicentennialCommissionof PennsylvaniaAct.”

Section 2. Legislative Findings; Declaration of Policy.—.It is
herebydeterminedanddeclaredas a matter of legislative finding:

(1) The Governmentof the United Stateshastakenformal action,
on July 4, 1966, to assureeffective national observanceof the two
hundredthanniversaryof the founding of this Nation, through en-
actmentof Public Law 89-491,establishingthe American Revolution
BicentennialCommissionto prepareand coordinatean overall na-
tional program for observing and commemoratingthe Bicentennial
of the American Revolution;

(2) Pennsylvaniahas played a dominant role in the American
Revolution, no other of the thirteen colonies having furnished more
leaders,or played a larger part in shapingnational institutions;

(3) Pennsylvaniacities have beenfocal points of historic events
throughoutthe Revolution,Philadelphia,LancasterandYork having
beenthe capitalsof the revolutionarymovement;

(4) Pennsylvania’sleadership in those trying years had unique
significancein developmentof our national heritage,individual liber-
ty, representativegovernmentand the attainmentof equal and in-
alienablerights, all of which hadso profoundan influenceon human
affairs;

(5) Pennsylvania,birthplaceof our liberty, should take stepsat
this time to assureits cooperationin developmentof the National
Bicentennial Observance,to stimulate appropriate commemorative
programs throughout Pennsylvaniaand to encourageselection of
Philadelphiaas a nationalfocal point of the United StatesBicenten-
nial.

Section 3. Establishmentof Commission; Membership; Vacan-
cies.—(a) There is hereby establishedthe Bicentennial Commission
of Pennsylvania,hereafter referred to as the commission,to plan
and develop Pennsylvania’sparticipation in the commemorationof
the American Revolution.

(b) The commissionshall be composedof the following:
(1) Five members of the State Senateto be appointed by the
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Presidentpro temporeof the Senate;
(2) Five membersof the House of Representativesto be appoint-

ed by the Speakerof the Houseof Representatives;
(3) The LieutenantGovernor, Secretaryof Commerce,Secretary

of ForestsandWaters,the Chairmanof the PennsylvaniaHistorical
andMuseumCommission,and the Secretaryof the Commonwealth;

(4) Ten personsto be appointedby the Governor.
(c) The Governorof Pennsylvaniashallbe Honorary Chairmanof

the commissionandshall designatefrom amongthe membersthereof
the chairmanof the commission.

(d) Vacanciesin the commissionshallbe filled in the samemanner
in which the original appointmentsweremade.

Section 4. Duties of Commission.—Theduties of the commission
shall include the following:

(1) To coordinateits efforts with those of the American Revolu-
tion BicentennialCommissionand to cooperatewith that agency in
developmentof an effective nationalobservanceof the Bicentennial;

(2) To plan effective bicentennialprogramsfor Pennsylvaniaand
for its historic cities and regions, coordinatingall such plans with
anyprogramswhich maybe developedby local govemmentsor other
recognizedorganizations;

(3) To cooperatewith the nonprofitPhiladelphia1976 Bicentennial
Corporationwhich ha~beenorganizedat the requestof the City of
Philadelphiato plan that city’s observance;to assistthe corporation
in achieving an international recognition of the PhiladelphiaBicen-
tennial celebrationas akey, primary attraction of the nationalcele-
bration;

(4) To cooperatewith commissionsor similar planning groups
which have beenor may be establishedby others of the thirteen
original statesfor the Bicentennial,to the endthat the observances
plannedmay open a new era of progressand developmentfor the
entire region while they offer also a reverent commemorationand
reexaminationof the historic significance of the American Revolu..
tion.

Section 5. Meetingsand Hearings.-.—Thecommissionshall estab-
lish a regular scheduleof meetingsat its first session,which will be
on the call of its chairmanas soonas possibleafter the members
have beenappointed. The commission will hold public hearingsas
maybe necessaryto encouragecitizensof Pennsylvaniato offer their
recommendationsregardingthe Bicentennial.

Section 6. Reports..—Thecommission shall submit each year a
report to the Governor and to the General Assembly covering its
activities and offering its recommendations.A final report on all
phasesof its activities shall be submitted the year following the
completionof Pennsylvania’sBicentennial observances.

Section 7. Assistancefrom Departmentof Couimerce.—TheDe-
partmentof Commerceshall provide such secretarialand other staff
assistanceas maybe necessaryto the properfunctioningof the corn-
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missionconsistentwith the laws of the Commonwealth.
Section 8. Financesand Contributions.—Fundswhich maybe ap-

propriatedby the GeneralAssembly from time to time to assistin
‘financing the Bicentennialshall be appropriatedto the Department
of Commerce. That departmentwill securethe advice of the com-
mission in preparingrequestsfor such appropriationsand in their
expenditure.

Section 9. Appropriations.—Thereis hereby appropriatedto the
Departmentof Commerce,to assistthe work of the commission,the
sumof twenty-five thousanddollars ($25,000) for the fiscal yearJuly
1, 1968 to June30, 1969. In addition to this amount,all moneysre-
ceivedfrom any other sourcesas contributionsto this programshall
be paid into the GeneralFund andcredited to this appropriation.

Section 10. Effective Date.—Thisactshall takeeffectJuly 1, 1968.

An’RovEn—The12th day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 162
AN ACT

HB 1776

Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled “An act consolidating and
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial Re-
sponsibility Act and other acts relating to the ownership, possessionand use of
vehicles and tractors,” further regulating the operation, use and equipment of
motorcycles and operators thereof; and further providing for the prevention of
noise by vehicle.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. Subsection(a) of section 606, and subsection (b) of
section608, 2actof April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), known as “The Vehicle
Code,” are amendedto read:

Section 606. Learner’s Permits.—
(a) The department,upon receivingfrom anypersoneighteen(18)

years of age or over, or upon receiving from any person less than
eighteen(18) yearsof age andmore than sixteen (16) years of age,
when accompaniedby an affidavit of consentof a parent or person
in loco parentis, an applicationfor a learner’s permit, may, in its
discretion, issue sucha permit, entitling the applicant while having
such permit in his immediatepossessionto operatea motor vehicle

1”fiancing” in original.
2 “of the” in original.


