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APPROvED—The 31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

No. 295

AN ACT

HR 2457

Amending the act of January 14, 1952 (P. L. 1898), entitled, as amended,
“An act to provide for the better protection of life and health of •the
citizens of this Commonwealthby requiring and regulating the examina-
tion, licensure and registration of personsand registrationof corporations
engagingin the care, preparationand disposition of the bodies of deceased
persons,and providing penalties; providing for a State Board of Funeral
Directors in the Department of Public Instruction; and repealmg other
laws,” making editorial correctionsand further regulating the preparation
for and practice of funeral directors.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. The title and section2, act of January14, 1952 (P. L.
1898), known as the “Funeral Director Law,” the title and clauses
(2) and (3) of section 2 amendedAugust 10, 1959 (P. L. 658),
are amendedto read:

AN ACT

To providefor the better protectionof life andhealth of the citizens
of this Commonwealthby requiring and regulating the examina-
tion, licensureandregistrationof personsandregistrationof cor-
porationsengagingin the care, preparationand dispositionof the
bodies of deceasedpersons,andproviding penalties;providing for
a State Board of Funeral Directors in the Departmentof [Public
Instruction] State,and repealingother laws.

Section 2. Definitions.—The following terms as used in this act
shall, unless the context indicates otherwise, have the following
meanings:

[(1) The term “funeral director” shall include any personengaged
in the professionof a funeral director or undertakingor the care,
embalming,disposition or burial of the bodies of deceasedpersons,
in his or her own nameand on his or her own account,whethersuch
personsshall use the title of “undertaker,” “undertaker and em-
balmer,” “embalmer,” “funeral director,” “mortician,” or other term.

(2) The word “board” ~hall meanStateBoard of Undertakersin
the Departmentof Public Instruction, hereby renamedthe State
Board of Funeral Directors.
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(3) The word “department”shall meanthe Departmentof Public
Instruction of this Commonwealth.

(4) The term “resident trainee” shall meanany personoperating
under or with a funeral director for the purposeof learning such
businessor profession,to the end that he may become a licensed
funeral director. The term shall also include a student apprentice
serving as such on the effective date of this act under any law re-
pealedhereby.

(5) The word “preceptor” shall meana licensed funeral director
under or with whom a residenttraineeis registeredand operates.

(6) The term “school of embalming” shall mean a school of em-
balming or mortuary scienceapprovedby the board and offering a
courseof actual classwork in didactic and laboratory studies.]

(1) The term “funeral director” shall include any personengaged

in the professionof a funeral director or in the careanddisposition

of the humandead,or in the practiceof disinfectingand preparing

by embalmingthe human dead for the funeral service, burial or

cremation, or the supervisingof the burial, transportationor dis-ET
1 w
22 333 m
356 333 l
S
BT


posal of deceasedhumanbodies, or in the practiceof funeral direct-ET
1 w
22 316 m
356 316 l
S
BT


ing or embalming as presently known, whether under these titles

or designationor otherwise. The term “funeral director” shall also

mean a person who makes arrangementsfor funeral service and

who sells funeralmerchandiseto the public incidentalto such service

or who makes financial arrangementsfor the rendering of such

servicesand the sale of such merchandise.

(2) The word “board” shall meanState Board of Funeral Direc-ET
1 w
34 196 m
356 196 l
S
BT


tors in the Departmentof State

.

(3) The word “department” shall meanthe Departmentof State

of this Commonwealth

.

(4) The term “residentinterne” shall meanany personoperating

underor with a funeral director for the purposeof learning the pro-ET
1 w
22 109 m
355 109 l
S
BT


fession,to the end that he may become a licensed funeral director

.

The term shall also include a studentapprenticeserving as such

on the effective dateof this actunder any law repealedhereby

.

(5) The term “student trainee” shall meanany personaccepted

for matriculation at a mortuary college or university specializing
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in mortuary subjectswhich have been approvedby the American

Boardof FuneralServiceEducation,Inc

.

(6) The term “funeral establishment”shall mean every place or

premiseapprovedby the State Board of FuneralDirectorswherein

a licensed funeral director conducts the professionalpractice of

funeral directing including the preparation,careand funeralservices

for the human dead.

(7) The word “preceptor” shall meana licensedfuneral director

under or with whom a residentinterne is registeredandoperates

.

(8) The term “school of embalming” shall meana mortuary col-ET
1 w
63 394 m
385 394 l
S
BT


lege, institute or university offering a course of actual class work

in didactic and laboratory studiesin a manneraccreditedby the

American Board of Funeral Service Education, Inc

.

(9) The term “profession” as used in this act shall mean the

aggregateof all funeral service licenseesand their duties and re-ET
1 w
50 308 m
386 308 l
S
BT


sponsibilities in connection with the funeral as funeral directors

licensed under this act.

(10) The term “advertisement” shall meanthe publication, dis-ET
1 w
63 256 m
386 256 l
S
BT


semination,circulation or placing before the public, or causingdi-ET
1 w
51 239 m
385 239 l
S
BT


rectly or indirectly to be made, published, disseminatedor placed

before the public any announcementor statementin a newspaper

,

magazineor otherpublication, or in the form of a book, notice, sta-ET
1 w
50 187 m
385 187 l
S
BT


tionery, circular, pamphlet,letter, handbill, poster,bill, calendar,sign

,

placard,cards, labels or tags or over any radio or television station

wheneverapplicable to any rules and regulations approved by the

board.

Section 2. The third and fourth paragraphsof subsection (c),
and subsections(d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) of section 3, subsection
(h) of section 3 amendedJuly 25, 1953 (P. L. 592), are amended
to read:

Section 3. Application for License; Qualifications of Applicant.—

(c) * * *

Each applicant applying after the thirty-first day of August, one
thousand nine hundred fifty-five, shall have successfullycompleted
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two years of academicwork at a college or university accreditedby
the Departmentof Public Instruction, and a [course of actual class
work in didactic and laboratory studies in a school of embalming
for a period to be fixed by the board at not less than six hundred
(600) hours nor more than twenty-four hundred (2400) hours,]
one year course at a mortuary college or university accredited by

the American Board of Funeral Service Education, Inc. and shall

havecompleted[six months] oneyear as aresident [trainee] interne.

No more than an averageof one hundred(100) hours of embalm-
ing or mortuary school training shall be given or required in any
calendarmonth of any one year.

(d) Integration and coordination of all educational requirements
and examinationprocedures,including any academicwork at a col-

lege or university or actual class work in didactic and laboratory
studies in a [school of embalming] mortuary college or university,

shall be permitted and shall be encouragedunder any rules or regu-
lations that the board shall make.

(e) Except in the case of a resident [trainee] interne who has

registeredwith the board and has begun his training period before
the effective date of this act, the required period as a resident
[trainee] interne shall, in each case, be served after the applicant

has fulfilled his educational requirements.
(f) The requirementsof a resident [trainee] interns, asto maxi-

mum and minimum hours, the number of cases to be handled, and
the training and dutiesincluded and excluded,shall be fixed by rules
and regulationsof the board. They shall in all cases include a re-
quirement that each resident [trainee] interne shall completely em-

balm at least twenty-five (25) bodies.
(g) Any person applying for examination and licensure before

the first day of January,one thousandnine hundredfifty-three, may
offer, in lieu of the foregoing educational requirements,fifteen or
more years’ experienceas an apprenticeto a licensed [undertaker
or] funeral director; and such person, until he shall have taken
and passedthe examination,shall be considereda resident [trainee]
interne.

(h) Any person, having the qualifications prescribedby subsec-
tion (b) of this section, registeredas a student [apprentice]trainee

under the provisions of existing law or enrolled as a student in a
school of embalmingprior to the first day of January,onethousand
nine hundredfifty-three, and who has continuouslythereafter served
as a student [apprentice] traineeor continuedhis studiesin a school

of embalming,or either, shall be entitled to take the examination



1012 ActNo. 295 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

for license to practiceas a funeral director after he has had prac-
tical experiencein the businessor professionof funeral directing
for two years continuously as a resident[trainee] interne and has

completely embalmedat least twenty-five (25) bodies.
Section 3. Sections4, 5, 6, 7, 1 ~ and subsection (b) of section

13 of the act, are amendedto read:
Section 4. Registration of Student Trainees.—Everyapplicant,

upon enteringthe school of embalming,shall registerwith the board
annually, in such manner as may be provided by the board, and
shall pay such registration fee as shall be fixed by the department.
The secretaryof the board shall keep a separateregisterof appli-
cants in training, containing their names, ages, residences,where
they attendedschool, the licensedfuneral directorswith whom they
are associatedor the embalmingschool they are attending,and such
other information as the board may direct and as provided for by
this act.

Any applicant, registered as a student of any licensed funeral
director or embalmingschool, who changeshis preceptoror school,
shall immediately re-registerandpay such additional fee as may be
fixed by the department. Every funeral director with whom a resi-
dent [trainee] interne is registered shall immediately notify the

board of the termination of such relation.
The preceptorto the resident [trainee] interne must comply with

the qualifications and dutiesas set forth by the rules and regulations
of the board,which is given the authority to set standardsand limit
the numberof studenttraineeswith eachpreceptor.

Section 5. Examinations.—The board shall fix the time and
placesof examinationsandshall give notice thereof to eachapplicant
entitled to take the examination. The board may, at its discretion

,

give the examinationin two parts: (1) at the time of completion of

a coursein mortuary sciencecoveringknowledgegainedfrom didactic

and laboratory studies, and (2) at the completion of the resident

internshipcovering knowledgeand skill obtainedfrom practical ex-ET
1 w
50 150 m
385 150 l
S
BT


perienceduring this period. Each applicant for a license to prac-ET
1 w
50 133 m
385 133 l
S
BT


tice as a funeral director shall be examinedorally, clinically, and in

writing on the following subjects

:

(1) Basic and health sciencesincluding anatomy,chemistry, bac-ET
1 w
62 82 m
385 82 l
S
BT


teriology, pathology,hygieneand public health.

‘“8” in original.
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(2) Funeral Service Arts and Sciencesincluding embalming and

restorativeart,

(3) Funeral service administrationincluding accounting,funeral

law, psychology, funeral principles, directing and management.

If the board shall find, upon examination,that the applicant is of
good moral character and is possessedof the skill and knowledge

[of sanitation,preservationof the dead,disinfecting the bodiesof de-
ceasedpersons,the apartment,clothing and bedding,in caseof death
from infectious or contagious diseases,]herein set forth and has

sufficient knowledge, experience and training properly to conduct
such professionin all its phases,the board shall issue to him, upon
payment of such fee as may be fixed by the department,a license
to [operate] perform as a funeral director, and shall register the

applicantas a duly licensedfuneral director.
Section 6. Issuanceof Licenses.—Licensesshall be issuedby and

bear the seal of the [Departmentof Health] State Board of Funeral

Directors and shall be signed by the [presidentand secretaryof the

board] Commissioner of Professional and Occupational Affairs.

Every licenseeshall register the fact of the issuanceof the license
with the [board of health, departmentof health or health officer]
Bureauof Vital Statistics and registrar of the municipality or town-

ship in which the licensee desiresto operate,and shall display his

license conspicuouslyin his [place of business]funeral establishment

approved by the board. Licensesand registration cards [and] or

certified copiesof either shall be prima facie evidenceof all matters
covered by them.

Section 7. Restrictions; Preparation Room.—Original licenses
under this act (1) shall be granted only to individuals, (2) shall
specify by namethe personto whom it is issued,and (3) shall desig-
nate the particular place approved by the board at which the pro-
fession of funeral directing shall be carried on. A license shall au-
thorize the conductof the professionat the particular place of prac-
tice so designatedand no other, and only by the particular person
designated. This provision shall not prevent a person licensed for

the practiceof funeral directing from assistinganotherduly licensed

funeral director in the conductof the professionfrom his approved

funeral establishmentnor shall it preventa person licensedfor the

practiceof the professionfrom conducting a funeral at a church, a

private residenceof the deceased,or an approvedfuneral establish-
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ment provided such personmaintains a fixed place or establishment

of his own approvedby the board.

A licensedfuneral director may move to a new place of practice,
which shall be registered[with] and approvedby the board.

After the thirty-first day of August~one thousandnine hundred
fifty-two, every [place) establishment in which the profession of

funeral directing is carried on shall include a preparationroom, con-

taining instrumentsand suppliesnecessaryfor the preparationand

embalming of deadhuman bodies and be constructed in accordance

with sanitary standardsprescribedby the board, for the protection
of the public health.

All areaswithin an approvedestablishmentmust be maintained

in a properand sanitary manner,as determinedby the boardor State

and local ordinanceswherever they apply, for the protection of the

public.

No food or intoxicating beveragesshall be served [to the public

in any place] in any funeral establishmentin which the profession

of funeral directing is carried on. Beverages,if served, must be

restricted to a separateroom not used for the preparationand con-ET
1 w
52 271 m
386 271 l
S
BT


duct of a funeral service. Any facility beyondthe confines of such

funeral establishment,but directly or indirectly operatedby a funeral

director for the serviceof refreshmentsor food shall be maintained

in accordancewith State and local health laws and regulations per-ET
1 w
368 203 m
386 203 l
S
BT


taining to public eating placesfor the protection of the public.

Section 11. Refusal; Suspension;Revocation.—Theboard, by a
majority vote thereof,may refuse to grant, refuse to renew, suspend
or revoke a license of any applicant or licensee,whether originally
granted under this act or under any prior act, for the following
reasons:

(1) The practiceof any fraud or deceit in obtaining or attempting
to obtain a license.

(2) Violation of the health laws of this Commonwealth.
(3) The conviction of a crime involving moral turpitude.
(4) The useof misleadingadvertising.
(5) Gross incompetency,negligenceor misconductin the carrying

on of the profession.
(6) Violation of or non-compliancewith the provisions of this act

or the rules and regulationsof the board.
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(7) Loaning, borrowing or usinga licenseof another,or of know-
ingly aiding or abetting in any way the granting of improperlicenses.

(8) Soliciting patronageother than by legitimate advertisement,
or paying a commission or agreeing to pay a commission to any
person or persons for soliciting or for businesssecured,or paying
any gratuity to any personwith intent to have such person aid in
securingbusiness,or [like] other similar unprofessionalconduct.

(9) Gross immorality

.

(10) Conviction of the violation of any statute, rule or regulation

of any state concerning the conduct of the profession beyond the

boundariesof this Commonwealth.

(11) Solicitation or acceptanceby a licensee of any commission

or bonus or rebate in considerationof recommendingor causing a

dead human body to be disposed of in any particular crematory

,

mausoleumor cemetery.

Section 13. Practice Without License; Exceptions._* * *

(b) No personother than a licensedfuneral director or a resident
[trainee] interne shall prepareor embalm the body of any deceased

person.
* * *

Section 4. Section 13 of the act is amendedby adding at the end
thereof, a new subsectionto read:

Section 13. Practice Without License; Exceptions._* * *

(d) Tentative funeral arrangementsafter a death has occurred

can be madeby an unlicensedmemberof the funeral home staff in

the event the licensedfuneral director is temporarily absent.

Section 5. Section 19 of the act, amendedAugust 10, 1959 (P. L.
658), is amendedto read:

Section 19. State Board of Funeral Directors—Thereshall be a
State Board of Funeral Directors as a departmentaladministrative
board in the Departmentof [Public Instruction] State. The State

Board of Funeral Directors shall consist of five persons,who shall
be licensedfuneral directorsof good moral character[, andthe Super-
intendent of Public Instruction ex officio] and who shall also have

beenactively engagedin the practiceof funeral directing for at least

ten years immediately preceding their appointment. The Commis-ET
1 w
18 72 m
351 72 l
S
BT


sionerof Professionaland OccupationalAffairs shall be an ex officio

member of the said board, acting on behalf of the Secretary of



1016 Act Nos.295-296 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

State. One membershall be appointedeach year for a term of five

years, expiring on the thirty-first day of August or until his suc-
cessor is appointedand qualified. Vacanciesshall be filled for the
unexpiredportion of the term only. The presentmembersof the
StateBoard of Undertakersshall continueas membersof the State
Board of Funeral Directors until the expiration of their respective
terms.

Threemembersof the board shall constituteaquorum. The board
shall select from amongtheir numbera chairmanand shall elect a
secretarywho neednot be a memberof the board. Each member
of the board,other than the [Superintendentof Public Instruction]
Commissionerof ProfessionalandOccupationalAffairs, shall receive

[fifteen] thirty dollarsper diem when actually engagedjn the trans-

action of official businessand said membersshall also ~eceive the

amount of actual traveling, hotel and other necessaryexpensesin-ET
1 w
54 376 m
389 376 l
S
BT


curred in the performanceof their dutiesunder this act. [The secre-

tary of the board shall receivesuch reasonablecompensationas the
board may determine,with the approval of the Superintendentof
Public Instruction]

Section 6. This actshall takeeffect immediately.

APPRovED—The31st day of July, A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SIIAFER.

No. 296

AN ACT

HB 2514

Amending the act of June 3, 1911 (P. L. 631), entitled “An act to encourage
the breeding of horses; to regulate the public service of stallions and
jacks; to prevent misrepresentationof same; to require the licensing of
stallions and jacks; and to provide for the enforcementthereof,” abolishing
the requirementof presentingto and recording by prothonotariesof license
certificates.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
hereby enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1, act of June3, 1911 (P. L. 631), entitled “An
act to encouragethe breedingof horses;to regulatethe public ser-
vice of stallions and jacks; to prevent misrepresentationof same;
to require the licensingof stallionsand jacks; and to provide for the


