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Section 5. Repeals and Savings Clause.—(a) Section 4, act of
June13, 1883 (P. L. 122), entitled “A supplementto an act, entitled
‘An act to provide for the incorporationand regulationof certain cor-
porations,’ approvedApril twenty-ninth. one thousandeight hundred
and seventy-four, providing for the improvement, amendmentand
alteration of the charters of corporationsof the secondclass, and
authorizing the incorporation of traction motor companies,” is re-
pealed in so far as inconsistentwith this act.

(b) The act of May 28, 1937 (P. L. 1053), known as the “Public
Utility Law,” is hereby expressly saved from repeal.

Section 6. Effective Date—Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

An’itovEn—The 18th day of November,A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 322

AN ACT

SB 513

Providing for the certification of sewage treatment plant and waterworks
operators;creating the State Board for Certification of SewageTreatment
Plant and Waterworks Operatorsand prescribing its powers and duties;
conferringpowersand dutiesupon theDepartmentof Health;andproviding
penalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short Title.—This act shall be known, and may be cited,
as the “SewageTreatmentPlant andWaterworksOperators’Certifica-
tion~Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.—The following words and phrases,when
used in this act, shall havethe meaningsascribedto them in this
section, unlessthe context clearly indicates otherwise.

(1) “Board” meansthe State Board for Certification of Sewage
TreatmentPlant and Waterworks Operators.

(2) “Certified operator” means any operator who holds a valid
certificate in accordancewith this act.

(3) “Department” meansthe Departmentof Health of the Com-
monwealth.

(4) “Distribution system” meansa system, not including a treat-
ment plant, comprising structures which, operating alone or with
otherstructures,result in the derivation, conveyanceor distribution
of water for potablepurposesto the public.

(5) “Operator” meansthe individual who has the direct respon-
sibility for the operationof a treatmentplant or distribution system.
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(6) “Owner” meansa personowning or operatinga treatmentplant
or distribution system.

(7) “Person” meansany individual, municipal or private corpora-
tion, municipality authority, partnership, firm, association, trust,
estate,public or private institution, or political subdivision.

(8) “Purveyor” meansa personowning or operatinga water treat-
ment plant or distribution system.

(9) “Sewagetreatmentplant” meansany structureor structures
designedto treat sewageand from which effluent in excessof two
thousandgallons per day is dischargedinto waters of the Common-
wealth.

(10) “Water treatmentplant” meansany structure or structures
by which water prior to dischargeinto a distribution systemis sub-
jected to the addition or removal of a substanceor substancesin
order to enhancethe safetyor suitability of the water.

Section 3. StateBoard for Certification of SewageTreatmentPlant
and WaterworksOperators.—Thereis herebycreatedwithin the De-
partmentof Health, a State Board for Certification of SewageTreat-
mentPlant andWaterworksOperators.The boardshall consistof the
Secretaryof Health of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,or his
representative,and five additional membersto be appointedby the
Governor.

Onemembershall be an employeof a municipality or municipality
authority which operatesa sewagetreatmentplant, water treatment
plant or water distribution system or a representativeof a State
associationof municipalities or municipality authorities.

One membershall be an individual qualified under this act to
operateany water treatmentplant.

One membershall be the owner or official of a privately owned
waterworks.

One membershall be an individual qualified under this act to op-
erateany sewagetreatment plant.

One membershall be on the teachingstaff of the civil or sanitary
engineeringdepartmentof an accreditedPennsylvaniauniversity or
college.

The original appointedmembersof the board, in the order listed
above, shall hold office for one, two, three, three and four years
respectively. Thereafter, each appointment shall be for a period of
four years duration. The Governor may reappoint board members
for successiveterms. Members of the board shall remain in office
until a successoris appointedand qualified. If vacanciesoccur prior
to completionof a term the Governorshall appointanothermemberin
accordancewith this section to fill the unexpired term.

The Secretaryof Health, or his representative,shall call the first
meetingof the board at which time a chairmanand secretaryof the
boardshall be elected. Thereafter the chairman and secretaryshall
be elected annually. Four members of the board shall constitute a
quorum. Meetings may be called by the chairmanas neededto con-
duct thebusinessof theboard.
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The membersof the boardshall receive no compensationfor their
service but shall be reimbursedfor actual and necessaryexpenses
incurred in the performanceof their duties.

Section4. Powersand Duties.—(a)The boardshall havethe power
and its duty shall be to:

(1) Review and passupon applicationsfor certification of sewage
treatmentplant and waterworksoperators.

(2) Prepareand hold such examinationsas may be deemedneces-
sary to determinethe fitness of candidatesfor certification. At least
one examinationshall be held each year at a time and place desig-
nated by the board.

(3) Revoke,suspendor reinstatecertificates.
(4) Receive and act upon complaints.
(5) Compel attendanceof witnessesand the production of books

or records.
(6) Formulate,adopt,promulgateandrepealsuchrules andregula-

tions as aredeemednecessaryto implementtheprovisionsof this act.
(7) Issuesuch orders,or modifications thereof, as may be neces-

sary in connectionwith proceedingsunder this act.
(b) The departmentshall havethe power and its duty shall be to:
(1) Initiate proceedingsbefore the board, receiveand processap-

plications, administer examinations, make recommendations,issue
certificates to applicants approvedby the board, and establish and
implement such proceduresas are necessaryand desirable to carry
out the provisions of this act and the rules, regulations and orders
of the board.

(2) Determine the numberand classof sewagetreatment plants,
water treatmentplantsand distribution systemswhich may be super-
vised by asingleoperatorand issueordersrequiring ownersto employ
the servicesof additional certified operatorsand such ordersshall be
madein accordancewith the rules and regulations of the board.

(3) Compile and keep current a register showing the names and
addressesof certified operators,which registershall be published at
least onceevery two years. Copies of this registershall be furnished
on requestupon paymentof such reasonablefee as the department
shall establish.

Section 5. Sewage Treatment Plant Operator Certificates.—(a)
Classification. A certificate issuedby the departmentshall authorize
the personto whom it is issuedto operatesewagetreatmentplants in
accordancewith the following classification:

“Class A certificate.” Treatmentplants of all types and capacities.
“Class B certificate.” Treatmentplants whose operation depends

substantially upon the use of an activated sludge or chemical pre-
cipitation processand which havea design capacity of not more than
twenty million gallons per day or all other treatmentplants.

“Class C certificate.” Treatmentplants whose operation depends
substantially upon the use of an activated sludge or chemical pre-
cipitation processand which havea design capacity of not more than
sevenand one-half million gallonsper day or other treatmentplants
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which havea design capacityof notmore than twenty million gallons
per day.

“Class D certificate.” Treatmentplants whose operationdepends
substantiallyupon the use of an activatedsludge or chemicalprecipi-
tationprocessandwhich havea design capacityof not morethan one
and one-half million gallonsper day or other treatmentplants which
havea design capacity of not more than sevenand one-half million
gallonsper day.

“Class E certificate.” Treatmentplants whose operation depends
substantially upon the use of an activated sludge or chemical pre-
cipitation processand which havea design capacity of not more than
two hundredthousandgallonsperday or other treatmentplantswhich
have a design capacity of not more than one and one-half million
gallonsper day.

“Class F certificate.” Treatment plants whose operation depends
substantially upon the use of an activated sludge or chemical pre-
cipitation processand which havea designcapacity of not more than
twenty thousand gallons per day or other treatment plants which
havea designcapacityof notmorethan two hundredthousandgallons
per day.

(b) Requirements for Certification.—In order to be eligible for
certification, an applicant shall havehad sufficient experienceaccept-
ableto the board in the operationof treatmentplants. The minimum
experiencewhich the board may accept shall be two years for a
ClassA certificate, one year for a ClassB certificate, and six months
for a ClassC or ClassD certificate. In determiningwhetherminimum
experiencerequirementsare met, the board may make reasonableal-
lowance for educationand training in the field of sewagetreatment
and for training and experiencein allied fields. Minimum experience
requirementsshall not be applicable to the holder of a special cer-
tificate undersection8 of this act who applies for a certificate of the
sameor next higher classification.

Section 6. WaterworksOperatorCertificates.—(a)Classification.A
certificate issued by the departmentshall authorize the person to
whom it is issued to operateany distribution systemand to operate
treatmentplantsin accordancewith the following classifications:

“Class A certificate.” Treatmentplantsof all types and capacities.
“Class B certificate.” Treatment plants utilizing filtration and

serving an averageof not morethan five million gallons per day or
treatment plants not utilizing filtration and serving an average of
not more than ten million gallons per day.

“Class C certificate.” Treatment plants utilizing filtration and
serving an averageof not more than onemillion gallons per day or
treatment plants not utilizing filtration and serving an averageof
not morethan five million gallonsper day.

“Class D certificate.” This certificate covers distribution systems
only.

(b) Requirementsfor Certification.—In order to be eligible for cer-
tification. an applicantshall have had sufficient experienceacceptable
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to the board in the operationof treatmentplants. Exceptas herein
provided the minimum experiencewhich the board may accept shall
be eight yearsfor a ClassA certificate, six yearsfor a ClassB cer-
tificate, four yearsfor a ClassC certificate,andtwo yearsfor aClass
D certificate, provided that theseminimum experiencerequirements
may be reducedto not less than two yearsfor a ClassB certificate,
one year for a ClassC certificate, and eliminated completely for a
ClassD certificatewhen the boardfinds that the applicantis qualified
to operatea distribution system. The board may makeallowancefor
experiencefor the following reasons:

(1) For successfulcompletionof eachgradeof schoolor high school
abovethe sixth gradethe experiencerequiredmaybe reducedby six
months.

(2) For the successfulcompletionof eachwaterworksshort course
of at least twenty-fourhours’ durationor equivalentwhich is accept-
able to the board the experiencerequired may be reducedby six
months.

(3) For the successfulcompletionof eachcorrespondencecoursein
sanitaryengineeringor water supply treatmentwhich is acceptable
to the board the experiencerequiredmay be reducedby oneyear.

(4) For the successfulcompletionof eachacademicyearwith major
work in engineering,chemistry, or other scientific subjectsclosely
allied to the field of watertreatment,the experiencerequiredmay be
reducedby one year. Appropriate credit may be given for completed
semestersor othernormal portionsof an academicyear.

(5) For eachgraduatedegreein engineering,chemistry, or other
scientific subjectsclosely allied to the field of water treatment,the
experiencerequiredmay be reducedby one year.

(6) For each year’s experienceas a sanitaryengineerin the field
of water treatmentthe experiencerequiredmay be reducedby one
year.

(7) Experiencein the design,construction,or operationof water,
sewageor industrial waste treatmentplants or allied fields may be
evaluatedby the board andapplied to reducethe minimum experience
requirementsset forth above.

Section 7. ProfessionalEngineers.—Anyoneregisteredunder the
“ProfessionalEngineersRegistrationLaw,” approvedMay 23, 1945
(P. L. 913),who hasbeenexaminedin civil or sanitaryengineeringor
otherwiseproves he is proficient shall be granteda certificate upon
applicationto the board.

Section 8. Special Certificates.—Theboard shall issue a certificate
to anypersonwho at thetime of thepassageof this acthasthe direct
responsibility for the operationof a sewagetreatmentplant, water
treatmentplant or distribution system. Such specialcertificate shall
permit the holder to operateonly the type of plants or distribution
systemsfor which certificated.This certificateshallbe issuedwithout
examinationupon submissionof an applicationand paymentof the
requiredfee as setforth in section12.

Section9. Reciprocity.-.—.Theboard may issuecertificateswithout
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examination to applicantswho hold valid certificates issued under
laws of any other state,territory, or the District of Columbia, pro-
vided the out-of-statecertificatewas issuedas a result of the success-
ful passingof an examinationequivalentto the examinationgiven by
the boardfor the samegrade. Experiencerequirementsof applicants
for certification as operatorssetforth in sections5 and 6 shall apply
to all such applicants.

Section 10. Suspensionand Revocation.—Theboard may suspend
or revokethe certificateof any operatorif it hasfound saidoperator
to be incompetentto operatea sewagetreatmentplant, water treat-
ment plant or distribution systemof the classification for which he
is certified or to havewillfully neglectedhis duty in the operationof
any such plant or system,or to have disregardedor disobeyedthe
lawful orders,rulesor regulationsof the boardrelativeto certification
or the lawful orders of the PennsylvaniaDepartmentof Health or
the SanitaryWaterBoard relative to sewagetreatmentplants,water
treatmentplantsor distribution systems.

Section 11. Administrative ProcedureandJudicial Review.—The
board shall be subject to the provisions of the “Administrative
Agency Law,” approvedJune 4, 1945 (P. L. 1388), and its amend-
ments.

Section 12. Fees.—Eachapplication for certification as operator
shall be accompaniedby a fee of ten dollars ($10). Certificatesshall
expireon the last day of Decemberfollowing their issuanceandmust
be renewedbiennially in the mannerprescribedby the Secretaryof
Health. The renewalfee shall be threedollars ($3).

Section 13. Operationof TreatmentPlants.—(a)After two years
from the effective date of this act and, except as provided in the
following paragraph,each owner andeachpurveyorshall employ the
servicesof acertified operatorof the requiredclassificationwho shall
havethe direct responsibilityfor the operationof the treatmentplant
or distributionsystemandshall employ the servicesof such additional
certified operatorsas are requiredpursuantto the provisionsof this
act. The nameof such individual must be on file at all timeswith the
department.

(b) In the event of an emergencyor unforeseeablecircumstance
which resultsin a treatmentplant or distribution systembeing tem-
porarily without the servicesof a certified operatorof the required
classification, the servicesof a certified operator must be engaged
within thirty days. In such a case, the departmentmay issue a
temporary certificate to an operatorholding a certificate not more
thanone grade lower thanthat requiredfor the plant involved, and,
in the caseof asewagetreatmentplant requiring an operatorwith a
ClassF certificate, or in the caseof a water treatmentplant or dis-
tribution systemrequiring an operatorwith a ClassD certificate, to
any personselectedby the owner who is deemedby the department
to be capableof operatingthe plant or system. Any temporarycer-
tificate issuedby the departmentshall specify the period of time for
which saidcertificateshall be in effect.
‘“Precedure”in original.
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Section 14. Penalties.—Anypersonwho violates any provision of
this act, shall upon conviction thereof, in a summaryproceeding,be
sentencedto pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor more
thanone hundred dollars ($100) and costs. For the purposeof this
section,eachday that an offensecontinuesshallbe construedto con-
stitute aseparateoffense.

Section 15. Civil Relief—The Secretaryof Health may maintain
an actionin the nameof the Commonwealthfor an injunction or other
processagainstany personto restrainor preventsuch personfrom
violating the provisionsof this act or any order, rules or regulation
of the board issuedpursuantto the provisionsof this act.

Section 16. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effect January 1,
1969.

APPROVED—The 18th day of November,A. D. 1968.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 323

AN ACT

SB 1076

Amending the act of August 9, 1955 (P. L. 323), entitled “An act relating
to counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes;
amending,revising, consolidatingand changing the laws relating thereto,”
authorizingboardsof healthin countiesof the third class, prescribing their
powers and duties, providing for employes, imposing duties on boards of
county commissionersand the Secretaryof Health andprescribingpenalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Article XXI, act of August9, 1955 (P. L. 323),known
as “The County Code,” is amendedby addingat the end thereof, a
new subdivisionto read:

ARTICLE XXI
PUBLIC HEALTH

* * *

(g) Boards of Health in Counties of the Third Class

(1) Board of Health

Section 2185. Board of Health Jurisdiction Incompatibility.

—

Eachcounty of the third classmay, by ordinance,createa board of

health as herein provided. The jurisdiction of every such board of

health shall extend to all parts of the county in which created:


