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monwealth, subject to the limitations provided in any current capital
budget, money not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of [twenty-
four million one hundred seventy thousand dollars ($24,170,000)]

twenty-four million two hundred eighty-three thousand six hundred
ninety dollars ($24,283,690) as may be found necessary to carry out

the acquisition and construction of transportation assistance projects
heretofore specifically itemized in a capital budget.
Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 11th day of December, A. D. 1968.
RAYMOND P. SHAFER.

No. 375
AN ACT

HB 1908

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P. L. 1333), entitled “An act concerning
elections, including genersl, municipal, special and primary elections, the
nomination of candidates, primary and election expenses and election con-
tests; creating and defining membership of county boards of elections;
impoging duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county
boards of elections, county commissioners; imposing penalties for violation
of the act, and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws relating
thereto; and repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to elections,”
revising provisions relating to absentee voting and providing penalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subclauses (9) and (10) of clause (w) of section 102,
act of June 8, 1937 (P. L. 1333), known as the “Pennsylvania Election
Code,” added or amended August 13, 1963 (P. L. 707), are amended,
and gection 102 is amended by adding after clause (a), *and clause
(r) ?respectively * new clauses, to read:

Section 102. Definitions.—The following words, when used in this
act, shall have the following meanings, unless otherwise clearly ap-
parent from the context:

* X %

(a.1) “Canvass” includes gathering the ballots after the election

and counting, computing and tallying the votes.

1 %“apd” not in original.
2 *“ragpectively” not in original
8 “and clause (z-2)" in original.
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* x K

(r.1) “Public institution” means institutions primarily maintained

by the Federal, State or local governments and includes but is not

limited to veterans’ hospitals and homes, State hospitals, poorhouses
“and county homes.

* * *

{w)} The words “qualified absentee elector” shall mean:

¥ ok %

(9) Any qualified war veteran elector who is bedridden or hos-
pitalized due to illnes or physical disability if he is [unavoidably]
absent from the Commonwealth or county of his residencé and unable

to attend his polling place because of such illness or physical dis-

ability regardless of Whether he is registered and enrolled; or

(10) Any qualified, registered and enrolled elector who expects to
be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth or county of
his residence because his duties, occupation or business require him

to be elsewhere during the entire period the polls are open for voting

on the day of any primary or election; or

* * *

Section 2. Clause (z-2) of section 102 of the act is repealed.

Section 3. Section 102 of the act, amended August 13, 1963 (P. L.
707), is amended by adding at the end thereof, a new clause to read:

1 Section 102. Definitions—-—The following words, when used in this
act, shall have the following meanings,unless otherwise clearly appar-
ent from the context:

*  x %

(z-3) The words “duties, occupation or business’” shall include leaves

of absence for teaching or education, vacations, sabbatical leaves, and
all other absences associated with the elector’s duties, occupation or

business, and also include an elector’s spouse who accompanies the

elector,

Section 4. Subsections (i) and (j) of section 1301 of the act,
amended August 13, 1963 (P. L. 707), are amended to read:

Section 1301. Qualified Absentee Electors.—The following persons
shall be entitled to vote by an official absentee ballot in any primary
or election held in this Commonwealth in the manner hereinafter
provided:

1 “Section 102. Definitions..—The following words, when used in this act, shall
have the following meanings, unless otherwise clearly apparent from the con-
text:” not in original.
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% * *
(i) Any qualified war veteran elector who is bedridden or hos-

pitalized due to illness or physical disability if he is [unavoidably]
absent from the Commonwealth or county of his residence and unable

to attend his poIlin_g; place because of such illness or physical disability

regardless of whether he is registered and enrolled; or

(j) Any qualified registered and enrolled elector who expects to be
or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth or county of his
residence because his duties, occupation or business require him to be

elsewhere during the entire period the polls are open for voting on

the day of any primary or election; or

* * *

Section 5. Subsections (a), (b), (¢) and (e) of section 1302 of
the act, amended August 18, 1963 (P. L. 707), are amended to read:

Section 1302. Applications for Official Absentee Ballots.—(a) Any
qualified elector defined in preceding section 1801, subsections {a)
to (h), inclusive, may apply at any time before any primary or elec-
tion for any official absentee ballot in person, on [post card applica-

tion or] any [other] form supplied by the Federal Government, or
[by post card, letter or other writing,] on any official county board

of election form addressed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania or the county board of election of the county in which
his voting residence iz located. An application shall be issued only

to an elector who appears in person at the office of the county board

of election and signs for the application, or who, by mail, requests

an application with a written and sipned communication. No more
than one application for an absentee ballot shall be issued to any
elector. A copy of the request for the application shall be kept on

record at the office of the county board of election.

(b) The application shall contain the following information: Home
residence at the time of entrance into actual military service or Fed-
eral employment, length of time a ecitizen, length of residence in
Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of time a resident of voting dis-
trict, voting district if known, party choice in case of primary, name
and, for a military elector, his [rank or grade,] stateside military

address, [branch of service] FPO or APO number and serial aumber.

Any elector other than a military elector shall in addition specify the
nature of his employment, the address to which ballot is to be sent,
relationship where necessary, and such other information as may be



1186 Act No. 375 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

determined and prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
When such application is received by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth it shall be forwarded to the proper county board of elaction.

(¢) The application of any qualified military elector, as defined in
preceding section 1801 subsection (a), for an official absentee ballot
in any primary or election may not be made [or information supplied]

over the signature of any person [who is familiar with the voting
qualifications of the elector], other than the qualified elector or an

adult member of his immediate family, as required in the preceding

subsection.

* ¥ %

(e) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized veteran [unavoidably]
absent from the State or county of his residence and unable to attend

his polling place because of such illness or physical disability, regard-

less of whether he is registered or enrolled, may apply at any time
before any primary or election for an official absentee ballot [by post
card, letter or other writing,] on any official county board of election

form addressed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania or the county board of elections of the county in which his
voting residence iz located. The request for an application shall be

in writing, signed and transmitted by mail.

The application shall contain the following information: Residence
at the time of becoming bedridden or hospitalized, length of time a
citizen, length of residence in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of
time a resident in voting district, voting district if known, party
choice in case of primary, name and address of present residence or
hospital at which hospitalized. When such application is received by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, it shall be forwarded to the
proper county board of elections.

The application for an official absentee ballot for any primary or
election [may] E_}EI.I be made [or] on information supplied over the

signature [of any person who is familiar with the voting qualifica-
tions] of the bedridden or hospitalized veteran as required in the pre-
ceding subsection [(f)]. Any qualified registered elector, including a
spouse or dependent referred to in subsection *(l}) of section 1301,
who expects to be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Commonwealth

or county of his residence because his duties, oceupation or business

require him to be elsewhere on the day of any primary or election

and any qualified registered elector who is unable to attend his polling
place on the day of any primary or election because of illness or

1%(1)” in original.
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physical disability and any qualified registered bedridden or hespital-
ized veteran in the county of residence, may apply to the county
board of elections of the county in which his voting residence is
located for an Official Absentee Ballot. Such application [or request
may] shall be made upon an official application form supplied by the

county board of elections. Such official application form shall be

determined and preseribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. An application shall be issued only to an elector

who appears in person at the office of the county board of election

and signs for the application, or who, by mail, requests an applica-

tion with a2 written and signed communication. A copy of the request
for the _aDDlication shall be kept on record at the office of the county

board of elections.

(1) The application of any qualified registered elector, including
spouse or dependent referred to in subsection (1) of section 1301,

who expects to be or is [unavoidably] absent from the Common-
wealth or county of his residence because his duties, occupation or

business require him to be elsewhere on the day of any primary

or election, shall be signed by the applicant and shall include the
surname and christian name or names of the applicant, his cccupa-
tion, date of birth, length of time a resident in voting district, voting
district if known, place of residence, post office address to which
ballot is to be mailed, the reason for ®his absence, and such other
information as shall make clear to the county board of elections the
applicant’s right to an official absentee ballot.

(2) The application of any qualified registered elector who is un-
able to attend hig polling place on the day of any primary or election
because of illness or physical disability and the applieation of any
qualified registered bedridden or hospitalized veteran in the county
of residence shall be signed by the applicant and shall include sur-
name and christian name or names of the applicant, his occupation,
date of birth, residence at the time of becoming bedridden or hos-
pitalized, length of time a resident in voting district, voting district
if known, place of residence, post office address to which ballot is
to be mailed, and such other information as shall make clear to the
county board of elections the applicant’s right to an official ballot.
In addition, the application of such electors shall include a declara-
tion stating the nature of their disability or illness, and the name
of their attending physician, if any, together with & supporting dec-

1%(1)” in original
2 “thig” in original.
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laration signed by such attending physician, or, if none, by a regis-
tered elector unrelated by blood or marriage of the election district
of the residence of the applicant: Provided, however, That in the
event any elector entitled to an absentee ballot under this subsection
be unable to sign his application because of illness or physical dis-
ability, he shall be excused from sighing upon making a statement
which shall be witnessed by one adult person in substantially the
{following form: I hereby state that I am unable to sign my applica-
tion for an absentee ballot without assistance because I am unable to
write by reason of my illness or physical disability. I have made or
have received assistance in making my mark in lieu of my signature.

........................................................

(Complete Address of Witness) (Signature of Witness)

No more than one application for an absentee ballot shall be issued
to any elector. A copy of the request for the application shall be

kept on record at the office of the county board of election.

Section 6, Section 1302 of the act is amended by adding after
subsection (e), three new subsections to read:

Section 1302. Applications for Official Absentee * Ballots.—* * *

{f) The county chairman of each political party or the head of

each political body shall designate one representative from his re-

spective political par T each public institution h

representatives so appointed shall, at the same time on a date fixed
by the county board of election vigit every publie ingtitution gituate
in the county for the purpose of obtaining the names and addresses
of publie institution residents who desire to receive applications for

absentee ballots and fo act as an election board as provided in sub-
section (g) of this section, The list of names and addresses thus
obtained shall then be submitted by said representatives to the board
hich shall furnisk licati dividually to t . X
] . If the chai head of litical :
body fails to appoint a representative within fifteen davs from written

1 “Ballot” in original
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notice from the county board of election, the county board of election

shall appoint a representative from the political party or body.

(g) The county board of election shall appoint teams of three mem-
bers for each public institution that shall go to the public institutions
and hold the election on the first Friday prior to election day. Each
member of the board shall appoint one member on every team. After
the votes are cast, the teams shall collect the ballots and return them
to the county board of election where they shall be placed unopened
in a secure, safe and sealed container in the custody of the board
until they shall be distributed to the respective absentee voters’
election district as provided in section 1308 of this act where they
shall be counted with the other absentee ballots, if any.

(h) The county board of election shall number, in chronological

order, the applications for an official absentee hallot, which number

shall likewise appear on the official absentee ballot for the qualified

elector. The numbers shall appear legibly and in a conspicuous place
but Pifore the ballots are distributed the number on the ballot shall

be torn off by the county board of election. This number information

shall be aggro_p_riabelz inserted and become a Bart of the Registered

Absentee Voters File and the Military, Veterans and Emet:g_'e_ncy
Civilian Absentee Voters File provided in section 1802.3 of this act.

Section 7. Sections 1302.1, 1302.2 and 18028 of the act, added
August 13, 1963 (P. L. 707), are amended to read:

Section 1302.1. Date of Application for Absentee Ballot.—

Applications for absentee ballots unless otherwise specified shall be
received in the office of the county board of elections not earlier than
fifty (50) days before the primary or election and not later than
five o’clock P, M. of the first Tuesday prior to the day of any primary
or election: Provided, however, That in the event any elector other-
wise qualified who is so physically disabled or ill on or before the
first Tuesday prior to any primary or election that he is unable to
file his application or who becomes physically disabled or ill after
the first Tuesday prior to any primary or election and is unable to
appear at his polling place or any elector otherwise qualified who
because of the conduct of his business, duties or occupation will
necessarily be absent from the State or county of his residence on
the day of the primary or election, which fact was not and could not
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reasonably be known to said elector on or before the first Tuesday
prior to any primary or election, shall be entitled to an absentee
ballot at any time prior to five o’clock P. M. on the [day] first Friday

preceding any primary or election upon execution of an Emergency
Application in such form prescribed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth.

In the case of an elector who is physically disabled or ill on or
before the first Tuesday prior to a primary or election or becomes
physically disabled or ill after the first Tuesday prior to a primary
or election, such Emergency Application shall contain a supporting
affidavit from his attending physician stating that due to physical
disability or illness said elector was unable to apply for an absentee
ballot on or before the first Tuesday prior to the primary or election
or became physically disabled or ill after that period.

In the case of an elector who is necessarily absent because of the
conduct of his business, duties or occupation under the unforeseen
circumstances specified in this subsection, such Emergency Applica-
tion shall contain a supporting affidavit from such elector stating that
because of the conduct of his business, duties or occupation said
elector will necessarily be absent from the State or county of his resi-
dence on the day of the primary or election which faet was not and
could not reasonably be known to said elector on or before the first
Tuesday prior to the primary or election.

Section 1302.2. Approval of Application for Absentee Ballot.—

{a) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any application
filed by a qualified elector not reguired {o be registered under pre-
ceding section 1301, shall ascertain from the information on such
application, district register or from any other source that such appli-
cant possesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector other than
being registered or enrolled. If the board is satisfied that the appli-
cant is qualified to receive an official absentee ballot, the application

shall be marked approved guch approval decision shall be final and
binding except that challenges may be made only on the ground
Such challenges must be made to the county board of elections prior
to 5:00 o’clock P. M. on the first Friday prior to the election. When

so approved, the county board of elections shall cause the applicant’s
name and residence (and at a primary, the party enrollment) to be
inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File as provided in seection 1302.3, subsection (b): Providing,
however, That no application of any qualified elector in military
service shall be rejected for failure to include on his application any
information if such information may be ascertained within a reason-
able time by the county board of elections.
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(b) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any application
filed by a qualified elector who is entitled, under the provisions of
the Permanent Registration Law as now or hereinafter enacted by
the General Assembly, to absentee registration prior to or concur-
rently with the time of voting as provided under preceding section
1301, shall ascertain from the information on such application or
from any other source that such applicant possesses all the qualifica-
tions of a qualified elector. If the board is satisfied that the applicant
is entitled, under the provisions of the Permanent Registration Law
as now or hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee
registration prior to or concurrently with the time of voting and
that the applicant is qualified fo receive an official absentee ballot, the
application shall be marked “approved.” Such approval decision shall

be final and bindLn§ except that challenges may be made only on

the ground that the applicant did not possess the qualifications of

an absentee elector prior to ot concurrently with the time of voting.

Such challenges must be made to the county board of elections prior
to 5:00 o’clock P. M. on the first Friday prior to the election. When

so approved, the county board of elections shall cause the applicant’s
name and residence (and * at a primary, the party enrollment) to be
inserted in the Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilian Absentee
Voters File as provided in section 1302.3 subsection (b).

(¢) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any application
of a qualified elector required to be registered under the provisions
of preceding section 1301, thall determine the qualifications of such
applicant by comparing the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the applicant’s permanent regis-
tration card. If the board is satisfied that the applicant is qualified
to receive an official absentee ballot, the application shall be marked
“approved.” Such approval decision shall be final and binding, except

that challenges may be made only on the ground that the applicant

did not possess the qualifications of an abseniee elector. Such chal-

lenges must be made to the countv board of elections prior to 5:00
o'clock P. M. on the first Friday prior to the election. When so

approved, the registration commission shall cause [the applicant’s
permanent registration card to be removed from the district register
and the county board of elections shall cause same to be inserted in
the Registered Absentee Voters File as provided in section 1302.3
subsection (a):] an absentee voter’s temporary registration card to

be inserted in 'the district register on top of and along with the

1 “at” not in original.
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permanent registration card. The absentee voter’s femporary regis-

{e) of this section:

Provided, however, That the duties of the county boards of elec-
tions and the registration commissions with respect to the [removal]
insertion of the [original] absentee voter’s temporary registration

card of any elector from the district register as set forth in seetion
[1305] 1302.2 shall include only such applications and emergency

applications as are received on or before the first Tuesday prior to

the primary or election. In all cases where applications are received
after the first Tuesday prior to the primary or election and before
five o’clock P. M. on the [day] first Friday prior to the primary or

election, the county board of elections shall determine the gualifica-
tions of such applicant by comparing the information set forth on
such application with the information contained on the applicant’s
duplicate registration card on file in the General Register (also re-
ferred to as the Master File) in the office of the Registration Com-
mission and shall cause the name and residence (and at primaries,
the party enrollment) to be inserted in the Military, Veterans and
Emergeney Civilian Absentee Voters File as provided in section
1302.3, subsection (b). In addition, the [county] local district boards

of elections shall, upon canvassing the official absentee ballots under
gection 1308, examine the voting check list of the election district
of said elector’s residence and satisfy itself that such elector did not
cast any ballot other than the one properly issued to him under his
absentee ballot application. In all cases where the examination of
the [county] local district board of elections discloses that an elector

did vote a ballot other than the one properly issued to him under
the absentee ballot application, the [county] local district board of

elections shall thereupon cancel said absentee baliot and said elector
shall be subject to the penalties as hereinafter set forth.

(d) In the event that any application for an official absentee ballot
is not approved by the county board of elections, the elector shall be
notified immediately to that effect with a statement by the county
board of the reasons for the disapproval.

(e) The absentee voter’s temporary registration card shall be in

duplicate and the same size as the permanent registration card, in a
different and contrasting color to the permanent registration card
and shall contain the absentee voter’s name and address and shall

conspicuously contain the words “Absentee Voter.” Such card shall
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also contain the affidavit required by subsection (b) of section 1306.

Section 1302.3. Absentee Electors Files and Lists.-——(a) The
county board of elections shall maintain at its office a file containing

the [original] duplicate absentee voter’s temporary registration cards

of every registered elector o whom an absentee ballot has been sent.
Such [original] duplicate absentee voter’s temporary registration

cards shall be filed by election districts and within each election dis-
trict in exact alphabetical order and indexed. The registration cards
so filed shall constitute the Registered Abgentee Voters File for the
Primary or Election of (date of primary or election) and shall be
kept on file for a period commencing the [Thursday] Tuesday prior

to the day of the primary or election until the [third Monday] day

following the primary or election or the day the county board of
elections certifies the returns of the primary or election, whichever
date is later, Such file shall be open to public inspection at all times
subject to reasonable safeguards, rules and regulations.

(b) The county board of elections shall post in a conspicuous public
place at its office a master list arranged in alphabetical order by
election districts getting forth the pname and residence, and at pri-
maries, the party enrollment, of (1) every military elector to whom
an absentee ballot is being sent, each such name to be prefixed with
an “M"”; (2) every bedridden or hospitalized veteran outside the
county of his residence who is not registered and to whom an ab-
sentee ballot is being sent, each such name to be prefixed with a
“Vr. and (8) every registered elector who has filed his application
for an absentee ballot too late for the extraction of his original regis-
tration card and to whom 2 ballot is being sent and every qualified
elector who has filed his application for an absentee ballot and is
entitied, under provisions of the Permanent Registration Law as now
or hereinafter enacted by the General Assembly, to absentee regis-
tration prior to or coneurrently with the time of voting, each such
name to be prefixed with a “C.”” This list shall be known as the
Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee Voters File for
the Primary or Election of (date of primary or election) and shall
be posted for a period commencing the Tuesday prior to the day of

the primary or election until the [third Monday] _(_iﬂ following the

primary or election or the day on which the county board of elections
certifies the returng of the primary or election, whichever date is
later. Such file shall be open to public inspection at all times subject
to reasonable safeguards, rules and regulations. This posted ligt shali
not contain any military address or references to any military or-
ganization. Upon written request, the county board shall furnish a

copy of such list to any candidate or pariy county chairman,
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{c) Not iess than five days preceding the election, the chief clerk

ghall prepare a list for each election district showing the names and
post office addresses of all voting residents thereof to whom official
absentee ballots shall have been issued. Each such list shall be pre-

pared in duplicate, shall be headed “Persons in (give identity of

election district) to whom absentee ballots have been issued for the

election of {(date of election),” and shall be signed by him not less

than four days preceding the election. He shall post the original of

each such list in a conspicuous place in the office of the county elec-

tion board and see that it is kept so posted until the close of the

polls on election day. .He shall cause the duplicate of each such list

to be delivered to the judge of election in the election distriet in the

same manner and af the same time as are provided in this act for

the delivery of other election supplies, and it shall be the duty of
such judge of election {o post such duplicate list in a conspicuous

place within the polling place of his district and see that it is kept so
posted throughout the time that the polls are open. TUnon writien

request, he shall furnish a copy of such list to any candidate or party

county chairman.

Section B. Sections 1304 and 1306, subsection (b) of section 1307
and section 1308 of the act, amended August 18, 1963 (P. L. 707),
are amended to read:

Section 1304. Envelopes for Official Absentee Ballots.—

The county boards of election shall provide two additional envelopes
for each official absentee ballot of such size and shape as shall be
prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in order to permit
the placing of one within the other and both within the mailing
envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes to be enclosed in the
mailing envelope shall be printed, stamped or endorsed the words
“Official Absentee Ballot,” and nothing else. On the larger of the
two envelopes, to be enclosed within the mailing envelope, shall be
printed the form of the declaration of the elector, and the name and
address of the county board of election of the proper county. The

larger envelo ha in i i indicati

election district of the absentee vofer. Said form of declaration and

envelope shall be as prescribed by the Secretary of the '‘Commonwealth



SESSION OF 1968. Act No. 375 1185

and shall contain among other things a statement of the elector’s
qualifications, together with a statement that such elector has not
already voted in such primary or election., The mailing envelope
addressed to the elector shail contain the two envelopes, the official
absentee ballot, lists of candidates when authorized by section 1303
subsection (b) of this act, the uniform instruetions in form and sub-
stance as prescribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth and
nothing else: Provided, however, That envelopes for electors qualified
under preceding section 1301, subsections (a) to (h)}, inclusive,
shall have printed acreoss the face of each transmittal or return
envelope two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-quarter inch
wide, extending from one side of the envelope to the other side,
with an intervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar to be
one and one-quarter inches from the top of the envelope and with
the words “Official Election Balloting Material via Air Mail” be-
tween the bars; that there be printed, in the upper right corner
of each such envelope in a box, the words “Free of U. S. Postage,
Inciuding Air Mail;” that all printing on the face of each such en-
velope be in red, and that there be printed in red, in the upper left
corner of each such envelope, the name and address of the county
board of elections of the proper county or blank lines for return
address of the sender:

Provided further, That the aforesaid envelope addressed to the
elector may contain absentee registration forms [and instructions]
where required, and shall contain detailed instructions on the pro-

cedures to be observed in casting an absentee ballot as prescribed

by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, together with return en-

velope upon which is printed the name and address of the registra-
tion commission of the proper county, which envelope shall have
printed across the face two parallel horizontal red bars, each one-
quarter inch wide, extending from one side of the envelope to the
other side, with an intervening space of one-gquarter inch, the top
bar to be one and one-guarter inches from the top of the en-
velope and with the words “Official Election Balloting Material via
Air Mail” between the bars: that there be printed in the upper
right corner of each such envelope in a box the words “Free of
U. 8. Postage, Including Air Mail,” and, in the upper left corner
of each such envelope, blank lines for return address of the sender;
that all printing on the face of each such envelope be in red.
Section 1306. Voting by Absentee Electors.—(a) At any time
after receiving an official absentee ballot, but on or before [the
day. of] five o’clock P. M. on the Friday prior to the primary or

election, the elector shall, in secret, proceed to mark the ballot
only in black lead pencil, indelible pencil or blue, black or blue-black
ink, in fountain pen or ball point pen, and then fold the ballot,
enclose and securely seal the same in the envelope on which is
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printed, stamped or endorsed “Official Absentee Ballot.,” This en-
velope shall then be placed in the second one, on which is printed
the form of declaration of the elector, and the address of the
elector’s county board of election and the local election distriet of

the elector. The elector shall then fill out, date and sign the

declaration printed on such envelope. Such envelope shall then be
securely sealed and the elector shall send same by mail, posiage
prepaid, except where franked, or deliver it in person [or by repre-
sentative] to said county board of election:

Provided, however, That any elector, spouse of the elector or de-
pendent of the elector, qualified in accordance with the provisions
- of section 1301, subsections (e), (f), (g) and (h) to vote by ab-
sentee ballot as herein provided, shall be required to include on the
form of declaration a supporting declaration in form prescribed by
the Seeretary of the Commenwealth, to be signed by the head of
the department or chief of division or bureau in which the elector
is employed, setting forth the identity of the elector, spouse of
the elector or dependent of the elector:

Provided further, That any elector who has filed his application
in accordance with section 1302 [, subsection (f)] subsection (e)

(2), and is unable to sign his declaration because of illness or
physical disability, shall be excused from signing upon making a
declaration which shall be witnessed by one adult person in sub-
stantially the following form: I hereby declare that I am unable
to sign my declaration for voting my absentee ballot without as-
sistance because I am unable to write by reason of my illness or
physical disability. I have made or received assistance in making
my mark in lieu of my signature.

..................................

..................................

(Complete Address of Witness)

(b) In the event that any such elector, excepting an elector in
military service or any elector unable fo go to his polling place
because of illness or physical disability, entitled to vote an official
absentee ballot shall be in the county of his residence on the day
for holding the primary or election for which the ballot was issued,
or in the event any such elector shall have recovered from his
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illness or physical disability sufficiently to permit him to present -
himself at the proper polling place for the purpose of casting his
ballot, such absentee ballot cast by such elector shall, [upon chal-
lenge properly sustained,] be declared void.

[However, any] Any such elector referred to in this subsection,

who is within the county of his residence must present himself

at his polling place and, shall be permitted to vote upon presenting

himself at his regular polling place in the same manner as he
could have voted had he not received an absentee ballot: Pro-
vided, That such elector has first presented himself [before the
court of common pleas of his county between the hours of seven
o'clock A. M. and five o’clock P. M. on the day of any primary or
election and has procured an “Emergency Voting Form” signed
by the court, which form entitles the elector to vofe at his regular
polling place upon the sighing of a voter’s certificate: Provided,
however, That the court may require the surrender of said elector’s
absentee ballot where he has not already voted, which shall there-
upon be marked “cancelled” by said court and transmitted to the
county board of elections. In the event such elector has already
voted, then the court shall direct the county board of elections to
set such ballot aside unopened.] to the judge of elections in his

local election district and shall have signed the affidavit on the

absentee voter’s temporary registration card, which affidavit shall
be in substantially the following form:
I hereby swear that I am a qualified registered elector who has

obtained an absentee ballot, however, I am present in the county

of my residence and physically able to present myself at my poll-

ing place and therefore request that my absentee ballot be voided.

(Local Judge of Elections)

An elector who has received an absentee ballot under the

emergency application provisions of section 1302.1, and for whom,

therefore, no temporary absentee voter’s registration card is in

the district register, shall sign the aforementioned affidavit in any




1198 Act No. 375 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

ca hi

inserted in the district register with the elector’s permanent

registration card.

Section 1307. Certain Electors Voting in Districts of Residence.—

* * %*

{(b) Each such application shail be in the form and shall contain
the information required by this act together with a statement by
the applicant that he has not already voted in the election.

The county board of elections shall ascertain from the informa-
tion on such application or from any other source that such appli-
cant possesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector other
than being registered or enrolled. If the board is satisfied that
the applicant is qualified to receive an official absentee ballot, the
application shall be marked “Approved,” subject to the limitations

set out in section 1302.2 of this act. When so approved, the

county board of elections shall cause the applicant’s name and resi-
dence (and at primaries, the party enrollment) to be inserted
in the “Military, Veterans and Emergency Civilian Absentee Voters
File” as provided in section 1302.3 subsection (b).

* x ¥

Section 1308. Canvassing of Official Absentee Ballots.—

{a) The county boards of election, upon receipt of official absentee
ballots in such envelopes, shall safely keep the same in sealed or locked
containers until they [meet to canvass official absentee ballots,
which canvass shall begin immediately following the official civilian
canvass for the primary or November election or the second Friday
following the primary or November election, whichever date is later,
Said canvass to commence at ten o'clock A, M., Eastern Standard
Time. No such ballots shall be counted which are received in their
offices later than ten o’clock A. M., Eastern Standard Time, of the
second Friday following the primary election or the November
election, At such time the members of the return boards or the
county boards of election shall in person dispose of official ab-
sentee ballots in the manner hereinafter set forth. The county
boards of election may designate a sufficient number of clerks to
perform such duties. When it is determined that clerks shall be
appointed, the total number shall in every case be in multiples
of three, and each member of a county board of elections shall
appoint an equal number thereof.] distribute same to the appropriate

local election districts in a manner prescribed by the Secretary of
the Commonwealth.

The county board of elections shall then distribute the absentee
ballots, unopened, to the absentee wvoter’s respective election dis-
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trict concurrently with the distribution of the other election sup-

plies. Absentee ballots shall be canvassed immediately and con-

tinuously without interruption until completed after the close of

the polls on the day of the election in each eleciion district. The

results of the !canvass of the absentee ballots shall then be in-

cluded in and returned to the county board with the returns of

that district. No absentee ballot shall be counted which is received

in the office of the county board of election later than five o’clock

P. M. on the Friday immediately preceding the primary or Novem-

ber election.

(b) [Each candidate for nomination or election shall be entitled
to appoint one watcher and each political party or body which has
nominated candidates shall be entitled to appoint three watchers.]
Watchers shall be permitted to be present when the envelopes
containing official absentee ballots are opened and when such ballots
are counted and recorded.

[(¢) In disposing of an official absentee ballot the county return
board or the county board of election shall examine the declaration
and if the same bears a date later than the date of such primary
or election, the envelope shall be set aside unopened.]

(d) Whenever it shall appear by due proof that any absentee
elector who has returned his ballot in accordance with the pro-
visions of this act has died prior to the opening of the polls on the
day of the primary or election, the ballot of such deceased elector
shall be rejected by the canvassers but the counting of the ballot
of an elector thus deceased shall not of itself invalidate any nomina-
tion or election.

{e) [The] At such time the local election board shall then further

examine the declaration on each envelope not so set aside and
shall compare the information thereon with that contained in
the “Registered Absentee Voters File,” the absentee voters’ list

and the “Military Veterans and Emergency Civiliang Absentee
Voters File,” If the local election board is satisfied that the

‘declaration is sufficient [and that the elector has qualified,] and
[the board has utilized] the information contained in the “Registered
Absentee Voters TFile,” the absentee voters’ list and the “Military

Veterans and Emergency Civiliang Absentee Voters File” [to verify]
verifies his right to vote, the local election board shall announce

1 “canvas” in original.
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the name of the elector and shall give any watcher presenft an
opportunity to challenge [in like manner and for the same cause,
except the failure of qualified electors set forth in preceding section
1301, subsections (a) to (i). inclusive, to register or enroll, as the
elector could have been challenged had he presented himself in his
own district to vote other than by official absentee ballot: Pro-
vided further, That anyv watcher may challenge] any absentee elector
upon the ground or grounds (1)} that the absentee elector is not a
qualified [absentee] elector; [as defined in this act;] or (2) that
the absentee elector was within the county of his residence on the
day of the primarv or election during the period the polls were
open, except where he was in military service or except in the
case where his ballot was obtained for the reason that he was un-
able to appear personally at the polling place because of illness
or phvsical disability; or (3) that the absentee elector was able
to appear personally at the polling place on the day of the primary
or election during the period the polls were open in the case his
ballot was obtained for the reason that he was unable fo appear
personally at the polling place because of illness or physical dis-
ability, Upon challenge of any absentee elector, as set forth herein

the local election board shall mark “challenged” on the envelope

together with the reason or reasons therefor, and the same shall
be set aside for return to the county board unopened pending de-

cizsion by the county board and shall not be counted. All absentee

ballots not challenged for anv of the reasons provided herein shall

be counted and included with the general return of paper ballots
or voting machines, as the case may be as follows. Thereupon,

the local election board shall open the env}elope of every unchal-

lenged absentee elector in such manner as not to destroy the
declaration executed thereon. All of such envelopes on which are
printed, stamped or endorsed the words “Official Absentee Ballot”
shall be placed in one or more depositories at one time and said
depository or depositories well shaken and the envelopes mixed
before any envelope is taken therefrom. If anyv of these envelopes

shall contain any extraneous marks or identifying symbols other
than the words “Official Absentee Ballot,” the envelopes and the

ballots contained therein shall be set aside and declared void. The

local election board shall then break the seals of such envelopes,

remove the ballots and record the votes in the same manner as
district election officers are required to record votes. With re-
spect to the chailenged ballots, [the board] they shall be returned
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to the county board with the returns of the local election district

where they shall be placed unopened in a secure, safe and sealed

container in the custody of the county board until it shall fix a

time and place for a formal hearing of all such challénges and
notice shall be given where possible to all absentee electors thus
challenged and to every attorney, watcher or candidate who made
such challenge, The time for the hearing shall not be later than
[ten (10)] seven (7) days after the date of said chaIIengel. On the

day fixed for said hearing, the county board shall procee’d without

delay to hear said ®challenges and, in hearing the testlmony, the
county board shall not be bound by technical rules of| evidence.

The testimony bpresented shall be stenographically recorded and
made part of the record of the hearing. The decision of the
county board in upholding or dismissing any ©2challenge may be

reviewed by the court of common pleas of the county upon a
petition filed by any person aggrieved by the decision of the county
board. Such appeal shall be taken, within two (2) days after such
decision shall have been made, whether reduced to wr;tmg or not,
to the court of common pleas setting forth the ob]ectlons to the
county board’s decision and praying for an order reversing same,.

Pending the final determination of all appeals, the county board

shall suspend any action in canvassing and computing all chal-
lenged ballots irrespective of whether or not appeal was taken
from the county board’s deecision. Upon completion of! the com-

putation of the returns of the county, the votes cast: upon the
challenged official absentee ballots shall be added to ithe other

votes cast within the county.
(f) Any person challenging an application for an absentee ballot

or an absentee ballot for any of the reasons provided m thig act
shall deposit the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) in cash with the local
election board, in cases of challenges made to the local election

board and with the county hoard in cases of challengés made to

the county board for which he shali be issued a receiﬂt for each

challenge made, which sum shall only be refunded 1f the chal-

lenge is sustained or if the challenge is withdrawn within five

1 “challenge” in original.
2 “challenges” in original,
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(6) days after the primary or election. If the challenge is dis-

misgsed by any lawful order then th i i
All deposﬂ; money received by the local election board shall be
turned over to the countv board simultanecously with the return

of the challenged ballots. The county board shall deposit all de-

posit money in the general fund of the county.

Notice of the requirements of subsection (b) of section 1306 shall

be printed on the envelope for the absentee ballot.

Section 9. The act is amended by adding after section 1330, a

new section to read:
Section 1331. Violation of Provisions Relating to Absentee Voting.

—An erson who ghall viglat 18
relating to absentee voting shall, unless otherwise provided, be

subject to the penalties provided for in section 1850 of this act.
Section 10. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 11th day of December, A. D. 1968,
RAYMOND P, SHAFER.

No. 876
AN ACT

SB 1086

Prohibiting the interception and interference of certain police and fire radioc
broadcasts; regulating the manufacture, conversion, sale, possession and
use of certain equipment adaptable for such purpose and prescribing
penalties,

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Police and Fire Radio Broadcasts.—{a) Police or fire
radio broadcasts as used herein shall mean broadcasts on frequencies
from one hundred fifty-four to one hundred fifty-six megacycles and
four hundred fifty-three to four hundred fifty-nine megacycles only.

{(b) No unauthorized person shall interfere with or broadcast on
any police or fire radio broadeast. No person shall intercept any such
broadcast for the purpose of aiding himself or others in the perpetra-



