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No. 153

AN ACF

HB 856

Amendingtheact of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58),entitled “An actconsolidatingand
revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial
ResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelatingto the ownership,possessionanduse
of vehiclesandtractors,” furtherproviding for signallampson schoolbuses.

The GeneralAssembly’of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section!. Subsection(b)of section840,actof April 29,1959(P. L. 58),
known as “The Vehicle Code,” is amendedby adding after clause(9)
thereof,a new clauseand clause(12) is amendedto read:

Section 840. SchoolBuses;SafetyRequirements.—

(b) No personshall own or operate a school bus carrying school
childrenon the highwaysof this Commonwealththat, in addition to the
other requirementsof this act, doesnot conform with the following:

(9.1) On and after September1, 1970, every school bus shall be
equippedwith two (2) alternatelyflashing amber signal lamps of a
sealedbeam typeapprovedby thesecretaryvisible from thefront and
two (2) alternatelyflashing amber signal lampsof a sealedbeamtype
approvedby thesecretaryvisiblefrom therear to beactivatednot more
than three hundred (300)fret nor lessthan one hundredfifty (ISO) feet
from the bus stop and until the bus stops. Buses in operation on
September1, 1970 may install such flashing amber signal lamps in
connection with existing lighting systems. Buses hereafter
manufacturedshall be soequipped.

(12) The provisionsof clause(7) of thissectionrequiringlabeling shall
apply to all buseswhenusedexclusivelyfor the transportationof school
children, whetheror not the bus is owned andoperatedby a personor
companysubject to the jurisdiction of the PennsylvaniaPublic Utility
Commission,but noneof the otherprovisionsof said clauseor of [clause
(9)] clauses(9) and (9.1)of this sectionshallapply to busessubject to the
jurisdiction of the Public Utility Commission.

Penalty—Any personviolating any of the provisions of this section,
shall, upon summaryconviction before amagistrate,be sentencedto pay
a fine of tiot less than ten dollars ($10.00) andnotmorethan twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) andcosts of prosecution,and, in default of the payment
thereof,shallundergoimprisonmentfornot less than five (5) daysandnot
morethan ten (10) days.
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Section2. Section1018 of theact, amendedJuly 29, 1965 (P. L. 296),
is amendedto read:

Section 1018. PassingSchoolBuses.—
(a) On highwayshaving roadwaysnot divided by safety islandsor

physical traffic separation installations, the driver of any vehicle
approachingor overtakinga schoolbusconformingto therequirementsof
this act, which is beingusedfor the transportationof childrenandwhich
hasstoppedfor thepurposeof receivingor dischargingoneor moreschool
children, shall stophis vehicle not less than ten(10) feet from the school
bus and keephis vehicle stationaryuntil every school child shall have
enteredthebusor every schoolchild leaving theschoolbusat that place
shall havealightedand reachedthe side of the highway.

(b) On highwayshavingdualor multiple roadwaysseparatedby safety
islandsorphysicaltraffic separationinstallations,the driverof anyvehicle
overtakinga schoolbuswhich hasstoppedfor thepurposeof receivingor
dischargingoneormoreschoolchildren,shallstophisvehiclenot less than
ten(10) feetfrom theschoolbusandkeephisvehiclestationaryuntil every
schoolchild shallhaveenteredthe busor until every schoolchild leaving
theschoolbusat thatplaceshallhavealightedandreachedthesideof the
highway.

(c) On highwayshavingdual ormultiple roadwaysseparatedby safety
islandsor physical traffic separationinstallations,the driver of a vehicle
on anotherroadwayapproachinga schoolbuswhich hasstoppedfor the
purposeof receiving or dischargingany school child shall reduce the
speedof his vehicleto notmorethanfifteen (15) miles perhour,andshall
notresumenormalspeeduntil his vehiclehas passedthe schoolbus and
any child who mayhavealightedtherefromor is aboutto enterthe school
bus.

(d) Whenevera schoolbus is parkedat the curb for the purposeof
receivingchildrendirectly from a schoolor dischargingchildrento enter
a schoolwhich is locatedon the sameside of the streetas that on which
the schoolbusis parked,driversof vehiclesshallbe permitted to passthe
schoolbus without stoppingbut at a speednot in excessof fifteen (15)
miles per hour.

(dl) Whenevera schoolbushasstoppedor parkedfor thepurposeof
receivingor dischargingschoolchildren, thedriver of theschoolbusshall
operatethe alternatelyflashing red signallampsfrom the timethe school
bushasstoppeduntil every child hasreachedaplaceof safety.If avehicle
regularly usedfor the transportationof school children is not equipped
with alternatelyflashing red signallamps,the drivershall, in lieu thereof,
flash the two (2) front andtwo (2) rear lampssimultaneously.

(d.2) The driver of every school bus being used for the
transportationofchildren shall start operatingtheaIternatetyflashing
amberlight signal lampsbeginningnot morethan three hundred (300)
nor lessthan onehundredfifty (150)feetbeforestopping to pick up or
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dischargeschoolchildren and until the bus is stopped.
(e) Thedriver of any schoolbusbeing usedfor the transportationof

children shall not start his bus until every child who may havealighted
therefromshall have reacheda placeof safety.

(1) The Secretaryof Highways shallerectand maintain, at all major
vehicularentrancepoints into this Commonwealthfrom adjoiningstates,
signsgiving notice of theprovisionsof this sectionregulatingthepassing
of schoolbusesand the penalty for violation thereof.

Penalty—Anypersonviolatingany of theprovisionsof thissectionshall,
upon summaryconvictionbeforeamagistrate,besentencedto pay a fine
of twenty-five dollars ($25.00)andcostsof prosecution,and,in defaultof
paymentthereof,shallundergoimprisonmentfor not morethan ten (10)
days.

Section 3. This act shall take effect September1, 1971.

APPRovED—The9th day of December,A. D. 1969.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

Theforegoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 153.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


