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No. 52

AN ACT

SB 441

Amendingthe actof October27, 1955 (P1.744),entitled,as amended,“An act
prohibitingcertainpracticesof discriminationbecauseof race,color, religious
creed, ancestry,age or national origin by employers,employmentagencies,
labor organizationsand othersas hereindefined;creatingthe Pennsylvania
Human Relations Commission in the Departmentof Labor and Industry;
defining its functions, powers and duties; providing for procedure and
enforcement;providing for formulation of an educationalprogramto prevent
prejudice; providing for judicial review and enforcementand imposing
penalties,” authorizing appointmentand payment of joint staff for local
commissions.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 12,1, act of October27, 1955 (P.L744), known as
the “Pennsylvania Human Relations Act,” added January 24, 1966
(P1.1523),is amendedto read:

Section 12.1. Local Human Relations Commissions.—(a) The
legislativebodyof a politicalsubdivisionmay,by ordinanceor resolution,
authorizethe establishmentor membershipin and support of a Local
Human Relations Commission.The number and qualifications of the
members of any local commission and their terms and method of
appointmentor removalshallbe suchas may be determinedand agreed
uponby thelegislativebody, exceptthatno suchmembershallhold office
in any political party. Membersof a local commissionshallservewithout
salarybut may be paid expensesincurred in the performanceof their
duties.

(b) The legislative body of any political subdivision shall havethe
authority to appropriate funds, in such amountsas may be deemed
necessary,for the purposeof contributing to the operationof a local
commission including the payment of its share of the salary of an
investigatororstaffmemberactingjointlyfor it andoneor moreother
local commissions.

(c) The local commission shall have the power to appoint such
employes and staff, as it may deem necessary,to fulfill its purpose
including the power to appoint an investigatoror staff member to act
jointly for it and one or more other local commissions.

(d) The legislative bodies of political subdivisions shall have the
authority to grant to local commissionspowersanddutiessimilar to those
now exercisedby the PennsylvaniaHumanRelationsCommissionunder
the provisionsof this act.
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APPROVED—The5th day of March, A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 52.

Q~a~9~
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


