
SESSION OF 1970. Act No. 77 195

No.77

AN ACT’

HB 1456

Authorizing theDepartmentof CommunityAffairs to developandadministeran
Urban Technical AssistanceProgram,requiring an annual report to the
Governor, providing cooperationwith other State and Federalagencies,
grantingcertainpowersto the Secretaryof CommunityAffairs andmakingan
appropriation.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. ShortTitle.—This act shall be known andmay be cited as
the “PennsylvaniaUrbanAssistanceAct of 1 96a”

Section2. FindingsandPurposes.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds that
improving the quality of life in Pennsylvania’smetropolitanareasis of
primary importance in stimulating further development of the
Commonwealthand that to accomplishthat end on a coordinatedbasis
that thereis a needto:

(1) Utilize more effectively the expertise available in the field of
public administrationand encouragethe interchangeof this expertise.

(2) Develop more effective cooperation among political, civic,
industrial andcommercialleadership.

(3) Provide the necessary incentives for Federal-State-local
cooperationto meettheeconomic,physical,socialand institutionalneeds
of Pennsylvaniacommunities.

(4) Establishthe framework,both organizationaland financial, for a
closerand more cooperativerelationship between the public and the
private sectors.

(5) Provide the necessaryframework for the developmentand
delivery of solutions to the interrelatedproblems of the metropolitan
centersof Pennsylvania.

Section 3. Definitions.—The following terms, whenever used or
referredto in this act shallhavethe following meaningsexceptin those
instanceswhere the contextclearly indicatesa different meaning:

“Department” meansthe Departmentof CommunityAffairs.
“Secretary” meansthe Secretaryof the PennsylvaniaDepartmentof

CommunityAffairs.
“Demonstration” meansany new mode of approachemployedas an

attemptto solve a problemfor which aid underexistingprogramsis not
available.

“Urban unit” meansan integratedeconomicand social unit with an
urbanpopulationnucleus.

“Applicant” meansa municipality of over fifteen thousandpopulation,
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accordingto the latestUnited StatesCensus,which servesas the nucleus
of the urbanunit.

Section 4. Program Authorization.—(a)The departmentis hereby
authorizedto aid urbanunits in:

(1) Establishing community planning, development and research
programs.

(2) Carrying outdemonstrationprojectsdefinedto developsolutions
to thephysical,human,environmentalandadministrativeproblemsfaced
by the urban unit.

(3) Instituting personnelexchangeand training programs.
(4) Developingtechniquesfor the successfulaccomplishmentof this

actand in seekinggreatercitizen involvementin solvingthe problemsof
the urban unit.

(5) Establishinghumanresourcedevelopmentprograms.
(6) Creating more effective public administration and municipal

management.
(7) Applying other availableresourcesor methodsto carry out the

intent of this act.
(b) Thedepartmentis herebyauthorizedto contractwith, cooperate

with, enter into agreementswith, and receive financial assistancefrom
anyagencyof the FederalGovernmentor of theCommonwealthandany
political subdivision, authority, corporation, organization, association,
institution, or personand to provide grantsto any political subdivision,
authority,corporation,or organizationin furtheranceof the executionof
the powerscontainedherein.

(c) The secretaryshallemploy suchpersonnelasmaybe necessaryto
carry outthe purposeof this act andshall havethepowerto conveneor
authorizehis representativesto conveneofficial representativesof other
Commonwealthdepartmentsor agenciesto enable the departmentto
exercisethepowerandperform the dutiesspecifiedby Article XXV-C of
“The Administrative Codeof 1929,” theactof April 9, 1929(P.L.177), as
addedby the act of February1, 1966 (P.L.1849);andasspecifiedby the
act of May 20, 1949 (P.L.1608),known as the “StatePlanningCode,” as
amendedby the act of February2, 1966 (P.L.1899).

(d) In carrying out the authorizationcontainedin this section the
departmentshall make maximum feasible use of available local, State,
Federalandprivateprogramsandresources,utilizing fundsunderthis act
only when necessaryin engineering,executing, and complementing
coordinated solutions to community problems of interdependent
causation.

Section 5. GeneralPowersand Duties, Regulations.—(a)In order to
effectuate and enforce the provisions of this act, the secretary is
authorized to promulgatenecessaryrulesand regulationsand prescribe
conditionsand proceduresin order to assurecompliancein carrying out
the purposesfor which aid is given hereunder.
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(b) Theconditionsfor eligibility shallincludebutnotbelimited to the
following:

(1) Existenceof critical community developmentproblems which
offer the possibility of developingtechniquesfor solving such problems.

(2) Demonstrationof alackof sufficient local resourcesto effectively
solve theseproblems.

(3) Existenceof stronglocal,political andcivic leadershipwilling and
ableto relate to and coordinatewith Stateefforts.

(4) Indication of a willingness to develop the administrative
machineryand qualified permanentprofessionalstaff.

(5) Establishmentof an Urban Technical AssistanceCoordinating
Committeeunder suchconditionsasdeterminedby the secretary.

(c) The departmentshall submit to the Governoran annual report
coveringtheadministrationandoperationof this act, andshallmakesuch
recommendationsfor amendmentsto this act as it deemsproper. Such
reportsand recommendationsshallbe presentedon or aboutDecember
31 of eachyear.

Section6. Appropriation—Thesumof two hundredthousanddollars
($200,000)is herebyspecifically appropriatedto the departmentto be
usedasauthorizedby this act.Thefundsappropriatedunderthisact shall
be segregatedwithin the department and remain available until
expended.

Section7. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Appnov~u—The21st day of March, A. D. 1970.

RAYMOND P. SHAFER

The foregoingis a trueand correctcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 77.

Secretaryof the Commonweaith.


