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Amending the actof June24, 1939 (P.L872), entitled “An act to consolidate,
amendandrevisethepenallaws of theCommonwealth,”making it unlawful to
jump bail andproviding penalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. The actof June24, 1939 (P.L872),known as “The Penal
Code,”is amendedby addinganew sectionto read:

Section323.1. Bail Jumping.—(a)Whoever,having beenreleased
from custody,with or without bail by court order or by other lawful
authority, uponconditionthathewill subsequentlyappearpersonally
in connectionwith a criminal action or proceeding,fails to appear
personally on the required date after due notice is guilty of a
misdemeanor,anduponconvictionthereof shall besentencedto paya
fine not exceedingone thousanddollars ($1,000), or to undergo
imprisonmentnot exceedingtwo (2) years, or both.

(1,) In any prosecutionfor violation of this section, it is an
affirmative defensethat the defendant’sfailure to appear was
unavoidableanddueto circumstancesbeyondhis control.

APPROVED—The29th dayof December,A. D. 1970.
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