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HB 355 AN ACT

Amendingtheactof August9, 1955(P.L.323),entitled“An actrelatingto counties
of thethird, fourth,fifth, sixth, seventhandeighthclasses;amending,revising,
consolidatingandchangingthelawsrelatingthereto,”furtherprovidingfor the
powersof countiesfor the utilization of surface,subsurfaceandgroundwater
resourcesandrelatedpurposesandvalidatingcertaintransactionsin connection
therewith.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1999c,act of August9, 1955 (P.L.323),known as
“The County Code,” addedOctober21, 1965 (P.L.644), is amendedto
read:

Section1999c. Appropriationsfor ReservoirsandWaterResources.—
(a) The board of commissionersmay borrow, appropriateand expend
moneyfor the construction,acquisition by purchase,leaseor otherwise,
operationandmaintenanceof dams,reservoirs,wellsandother facilities
for the utilization of surface,subsurface,andgroundwaterresourcesand
all relatedstructures,appurtenancesandequipmentnecessaryfor theuse
of said dams[and], reservoirs,wellsand otherfacilities, andmay acquire
by purchase,lease,gift, or the exerciseof powerof eminentdomain,sites
for the same:Provided, That the board of commissionersshall obtain a
permit from the [Water and Power Resources Board] Department of
Environmental Resourceswheneversuchpermit is requiredby law: And
providedfurther,That theboardof commissionersshallnotacquireby the
exerciseof power of eminent domain the property of a public utility
subject to the jurisdiction of PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commissionor
FederalPowerCommission.

(b) The board of commissionersmay enter into agreementsfor the
regulationof withdrawalsanddiversionsof watersfrom said dams[and],
reservoirs,wells and otherfacilities, and the saleof the same,subjectto
approvalof State,Federalor interstateagencieswhich mayhaveprimary
jurisdiction overwaterresources.Dams,wellsandreservoirsacquiredby
purchase,leaseorotherwise,or constructedby thecommissionersmay-be
for the sole purposeof water supply or in conjunctionwith any other
purposes,exceptthe generationof electric energy.

(c) The board of commissioners may enter into contracts or
long-rangecooperativeprogramswith State,Federal,interstateandlocal
governmentagenciesorpublic utilities for thedevelopmentanduseof the
county’swater resources.

(d) It shall belawful for any countyto executesuchagreementsand
contracts as it may deem necessaryor advisablewith an authority
organizedby such county to provide, design, acquire, hold, construct,
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improve, own, lease,as lessoror lessee,maintain and operatedams,
reservoirs, wells and other facilities for the utilization of surface,
subsurfaceand ground water resourcesand all related structures,
appurtenancesandequipmentnecessaryfor theuseof thes-a-me;-a-lsoto
grant, convey, lease,transfer, encumber,mortgageand pledgeto such
authority, its dams, reservoirs, wells and relatedfacilities and any
improvementsand additions thereto; to assign and pledge to such
authority rentals, rates andchargeschargedand collectedby it for the
usethereofand to assignto suchauthority its powerto collectthesame.
No such agreement,contract, grant, conveyance,lease, assignment,
encumbrance,mortgageor pledge shall be construed to prevent the
affectedcountyfrom thereafterusingits tax revenuesfor thepurposeof
maintaining, repairing, altering, inspectingor improving suchdams,
reservoirs,wells and relatedfacilities.

Every such agreement,contract,grant, conveyance,lease, transfer,
assignment,encumbrance,mortgageandpledgeheretoforemadeto or
with any authority organized by any county is hereby ratified,
confirmedand madevalid and thesameshall be and remain lawful,
valid and enforceableaccording to its terms.

(e) Any countymay enter into an agreementand contractfor the
saleof water to any other county, city, borough, incorporated town,
township,authority or public utility at reasonableand uniform rates
to bedeterminedexclusivelyby it.

APPROVED—The29th day of July, A. D. 1971.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true and correctcopyof Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 60.

~
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


