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No. 150

AN ACT

HB 154

Amending the act of June14, 1961 (P.L.324),entitled “An act relating to the
establishment,operationand maintenanceof the State Library and public
libraries in the Commonwealth; amending, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto; imposing duties upon public officers;
providing for Stateandlocal cooperationand assistancein the establishment
and maintenanceof libraries; prescribingpenalties;and repealing existing
laws,” further providing for the distribution of State publications;imposing
additionalpowersanddutieson theAdvisory Councilon Library Development
andon theJointCommitteeon Documentsrequiringparticipationin a certain
programas a prerequisiteto State-aid;providing for a referendumin certain
casesandchangingmail requirements.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Clause (4) of section201, act of June14, 1961 (P.L.324),
known as “The Library Code,” is amendedto read:

Section201. StateLibrary andStateLibrarian; PowersandDuties.—
The Departmentof Public Instructionshallhavethe power,and its duty
shall be—

(4) To receive[at least fifty] copiesof all [Commonwealth] publications
[for the documents collection and for exchange with other libraries.] of all
agenciesof the Commonwealthin order to maintain a definitive,
organizedcollection ofall suchpublicationsby the StateLibrary and
to providefor the distribution ofsuch publicationsto other libraries.
The StateLibrarian shall also designateselectedacademicor public
libraries within the Commonwealthto beStategovernmentdocument
depository libraries under criteria and regulations approved by the
Advisory Council on Library Developmentand, in the case of
documentspublishedpursuantto theact ofJuly 31, 1968(ActNo. 240),
known as the “Commonwealth Documents Law,” by the Joint
Committeeon Documents.

***

Section 2. Section 204 of the act is amendedby adding,at the end
thereof,a new clauseto read:

Section 204. Powersand Duties.—TheAdvisory Council on Library
Developmentshallhavethe power, and its duty shallbe—

(6) To approveor disapprovethe library district designationsand
alignmentswhich are recommendedby the StateLibrarian.

Section3. Sections211, 304and425 of the act areamendedto read:
Section211. District Library Centers.—TheStateLibrarian, with the

approval of the Advisory Council on Library Development, shall
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designateup to thirty librariesthroughoutthe CommonwealthasDistrict
Library Centerswhich may include any local library, any State College
library, the PennsylvaniaState University library and any privately
supportedcollegeor university library which may agreeto serve as a
District Library CenterDistrict. Library Centersshallhavethe powerto
contractwith anycity, borough,town, township,schooldistrict, countyor
boardof trusteesor managersof anylocal library, which wishesthereby
to becomepart of the District Library Centersystemof suchdistrict. Any
District Library Centershall havethe power to provide direct library
serviceto personsresiding within the district, to providesupplementary
library servicesto all local librarieswithin thedistrict, andto exchangeor
provide serviceswith otherDistrict Library Centersor contractfor the
provision of library serviceswith otherDistrict Library Centers.

Section 304. State Librarian to Approve Plans; District Library
CenterCooperativeProgram; Referendum.—(a) Eachlibrary desiring
to receiveState-aidunderthisactshallsubmit to theStateLibrarianaplan
for the useof the funds andno paymentsof State-aidshallbemadeuntil
suchplanis approvedby theStateLibrarian in accordancewith rulesand
regulationsapprovedby the Advisory Council on Library Development.
Subsequentchangesandmodificationsin a library planmaybe submitted
atanytime for approvalby the StateLibrarian. Librariesqualifying for aid
shallhavefive yearsto achieveapplicablestandards.Further extensions
of time may bepermittedwith theapprovalof theStateLibrarian acting
underregulationsmadeby the advisorycouncil.

(b) No State-aid shall be given to any library unless the local
library board commits the library to participation in the District
Library Center CooperativeProgram including attendanceat district
meetingsand the useof interlibrary loansand interlibrary references.

(c) If the local library board doesnot act to participate in the
District Library Center CooperativeProgram, upon petition of three
per cent of the total numberof personsvoting in the last preceding
general or municipal election, the questionof participation shall be
submittedto the qualified electorsof the municipalities in thedirect
servicearea. The petition shall be circulated within and signed by a
sufficient numberof electors in the direct servicearea. The persons
circulating the petition shall presentit to the municipal officers who
shallforwardthepetition to theCountyBoardofElections.TheCounty
BoardofElectionsshall, afterdeterminingthat thepetition containsa
sufficientnumberofsignatures,place thequestionofparticipation in
the District Library Center CooperativeProgram on the ballot in the
municipalities comprising the direct service area from which the
petition was submitted. If a majority of the persons voting on the
question vote in the affirmative, the local library board shall
participatein the District Library Center CooperativeProgram.

Section 425. Libraries to Receive CommonwealthPublications.—



580 Act No. 150 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

[Each library establishedandmaintainedunderthe provisionsof this act shall
certify by its properofficersthat it comeswithin its provisionswhichcertificate
shall be filed with the Departmentof Propertyand Supplies.Suchcertificate
shall be accompaniedby a statementof the publicationsor type of publications
which the library desiresto receive.]The Departmentof PropertyandSupplies
shall, as soon as practicableafter publication, forward to [each library such
publications as it selects: Provided, however, That it] those libraries
designatedby the State Librarian as State documentsdepository
libraries, a copy of every publication of every department, board,
commissionor agency of the Commonwealth. The Department of
Property and Supplies shall direct each such department, board,
commissionor agencyto supplyit with thenumberofcopies,if any,of
each publication remaining after regular distribution according to
existingallocations,but in no caseto exceedtwo hundredfifty copies,
andupon receiptthereofshall notify theStateLibrarian whoshall then
designatethelibraries to which thepublication shall bef~xwared~A.n.y
public library, school library, junior collegeor community college
library, university library or historical society library in the
Commonwealth shall be eligible to receive free copies of the
publications.It shallbe theprivilege of the stateto recall anyor all of the
said publicationsin the event of the lossof their own files by fire or other
casualty.

The provisions of this sectionshall not apply to the distribution of
documentspublishedpursuantto the CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.
The State Librarian, with the approval of the Advisory Council on
Library Development,shall makerecommendationsfrom time lo time
to the Joint Committee on Documentsconcerning criteria for the
distribution to libraries of documentspublished pursuant to the
CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.

APPROVED—The1st day of December,A. D. 1971.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis atrue and correctcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 150.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


