
SESSION OF 1972. Act No. 69 281

No. 69

AN ACT

HB 1236

Establishinga uniform standardscodeapprovedby the UnitedStatesof America
StandardsInstitute for the body andframe designandconstructionand the
installation of plumbing, heating,and electrical systemsin mobile homes;
requiringa permit to be issuedby the Departmentof CommunityAffairs to
mobile home manufacturersengagedin businessin this Commonwealth;
requiringmobilehomesto beara sealissuedby theDepartmentof Community
Affairs; providing for enforcementandpenalties;andproviding for a Mobile
HomeStandardsAdvisory Commission.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. ShortTitle.—This act shall be known andmaybe cited as
the “Uniform StandardsCodefor Mobile Homes.”

Section2. Definitions.—Asusedin this act:
(1) “Mobile home” means a transportable,single family dwelling

intendedfor permanentoccupancy,office or placeof assemblycontained
in oneunit, or in two units designedto be joined into one integral unit
capableof againbeing separatedfor repeatedtowing, which arrivesat a
site completeandready for occupancyexceptfor minor and incidental
unpackingand assemblyoperations,and constructedso that it may be
usedwithout a permanentfoundation.

(2) “Code” means the uniform standardscode that meets the
standardsapprovedby the United Statesof AmericaStandardsInstitute
or its successor,the American National StandardsInstitute set up for
mobile homesfor the body and framedesign and constructionand the
installationof the electrical, plumbingand heatingsystems.

(3) “Seal” meansa device or insignia issuedby the Departmentof
CommunityAffairs, to be displayedon the exterior of the mobile home
in suchmannerasshallbe designatedby departmentregulations.

(4) “Dealer” meansa personwho is definedasa “new mobilehome
dealer” or “used mobile home dealer” as those terms are defined in
section 102 of “The Vehicle Code.”

(5) “Manufacturer” meansany personengagedin the businessof
manufacturingmobile homesasdefinedherein.

(6) “Department” meansthe Departmentof CommunityAffairs.
(7) “Person”meansa person,partnership,company,corporation,or

associationengagedin manufacturingor selling mobile homes.
(8) “Political subdivision” means any county, city, borough,

incorporatedtown, township, or any similar general purpose unit of
government which may be created by the General Assembly with
authority to establish standardsand requirements applicable to the
construction,installation,alterationand repair of buildings.
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Section3. Establishmentof Uniform StandardsCode.—(a)The body
and frame design and construction of mobile homesand all plumbing,
heating,and electrical systemsinstalledin mobile homesmaiiulactured
morethansix monthsafter theeffectivedateof thisactandsoldor offered
for salein this Commonwealthshallmeetthe standardsapprovedby the
United Statesof America StandardsInstituteor its successorfor the body
and framedesignand construction,and installationof plumbing,heating
and electrical systemsin mobile homes,said standardsbeing known as
USAS A-119.1-1969and NFPA 501B-1968,approvedJanuary27, 1969.

(b) The departmentmay adopt and promulgateregulationswhich
clarify andsupplementthe standardsreferredto in subsection(a) of this
section.If the code,or any section,part or provisionthereof,is changed,
altered, or amended, the department may adopt and promulgate
regulationswhich arereasonablyconsistentwith or identical to the code,
aschanged,alteredor amended.The departmentshalladoptsuch other
regulations as are necessaryto carry out the provisions of this act,
including regulationsto be adoptedwithin four monthsof the effective
dateof this act which setforth themannerin which the permit required
by subsection(a) of section5 of this act is to be obtained.However, no
portionof this act,or code,or rulesandregulationsadopted,amended,or
repealedasprovidedherein,which limits the work to beperformedto any
type of construction contractor,or manufacturer,or labor or mechanic
classification,or materials,shallbe enforceableby the department.

(c) The departmentshall hold public hearingson the regulations
proposedto be adopted,amendedor repealed;said hearings,and all
hearingsrequiredunderthis act shallbeconsistentwith the provisionsof
the act of June4, 1945 (P.L.1388),knownas the “Administrative Agency
Law,” and the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769), known as the
“CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.” Theregulationsadoptedpursuantto
thisact shallnot be effectiveunlesstheir adoptionis in accordancewith
the provisions of the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769), known as the
“CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.”

Section 4. Effect of Code.—(a) Except in cases of waterline
connections to their main source of supply; sewer drainage line
connec~tionsto main sewersor cesspools;or electrical line connectionsto
their main sourceof poweramobilehomebearinga sealaffixed pursuant
to the requirementsof this act shall be deemedto comply with all
ordinances,regulations,or building codes,or speciallocal requirements
enactedby the Commonwealthor any political subdivision thereof
applicableto thebodyandframedesignandconstruction,andinstallation
of plumbing, heating and electrical systemswithin and including the
exterior walls of the mobile home.

(b) Nothing in this act shallbe construedasamendingor repealing
any of the provisionsof the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465),entitled, as
amended,“An actto providefor the safetyof personsemployed,housed,
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qr assembledin certainbuildings andstructuresnot in cities of the first
class,secondclass,andsecondclassA, by requiring certain construction
and ways of egress,equipment, and maintenance;providing for the
licensingof projectionists,exceptin citiesof thefirst classandsecondclass;
requiring thesubmissionof plansfor examinationandapproval;providing
for thepromulgationof rulesandregulationsfor theenforcementof this
act; providingfor the enforcementof this actby theDepartmentof Labor
and Industry and, in certain cases,by the chiefs of fire departmentsin
cities of the third class;providingpenaltiesfor violationsof the provisions
of this act; andrepealingcertain acts.”

(c) Nothing in this act shallbe construedasamending,repealingor
supersedingany local zoning ordinance,subdivisionregulationor locally
adoptedland developmentcode, regulationor ordinance.

Section5. Issuanceof PermitandSeals.—(a)Any manufacturerwithin
or without this Commonwealthshallapply to thedepartmentfor apermit
to affix sealsto mobilehomesintendedfor salein this Commonwealthand
shall comply with the regulationsregardingthe obtaining of a permit
adoptedpursuantto subsection(b) of section3.

(b) Seals for affixation to a mobile home shall be issued to a
manufacturerholdingapermit,uponthemanufacturer’scertificationthat
anymobilehometo which a sealis to beaffixedwill be built at leastequal
to the codestandardsand regulations,if any,referred to in section3.

Section6. SealRequired;Violations.—(a)No personmay sell or offer
for salein this Commonwealthany mobilehomemanufacturedmorethan
six monthsfollowingthe effectivedateof thisactunlessit bearsa sealthat
suchmobile homemeetsor exceedsthe codestandardsand regulations,
if any,establishedby this act, which sealshallbedisplayedin themanner
prescribedby the department.

(b) No personmay affix a seal to any mobile home which doesnot
meetor exceedthe requirementsof the codestandardsand regulations,
if any,establishedin this act.

(c) Any dealer,owner,or otherpersonin possessionof amobilehome
which doesnot beara seal may make applicationto the departmentfor
aninspectionof the mobilehomeby an inspectorof the departmentwho
shallthereuponissueasealfor suchunit uponfindingthatit complieswith
the regulations promulgated hereunder and the department may
establisha reasonableinspectionfee for the furnishing of suchservice.

(d) The provisionsof this sectionshallnot apply to the manufacture
or sale of mobile homes designatedfor delivery and use outside the
Commonwealth.

(e) A sealissuedby thedepartmentshallnotbe requiredon amobile
home bearinga seal issuedby anotherstateunder regulationsfound by
the departmentto be consistent with the regulations promulgated
hereunder.The department,upon request,shall furnish a current list of
statesto which this subsectionapplies.
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Section 7. Fees.—Thedepartmentshallestablisha scheduleof fees
reasonably related to the cost incurred by the departmentin the
administrationand enforcementof this act.

Section 8. Administration of Act.——(a) The departmentis hereby
chargedwith the administrationof this act. It shall havethe power to
makeand amend,alter or repealthe regulationsreferredto in section3
andalso regulationsof procedurefor carryinginto effect any provisionof
this act, andto prescribemeans,methods,andpracticeto make effective
such provisions. The departmentis hereby authorized to enter into
interdepartmentalagreementsfor the purposesof administrationof this
act.

(b) The department, through its authorized representatives,may
enteranyplaceor establishmentwheremobilehomesaremanufactured,
sold, or offered for sale, for the purposeof ascertainingwhether the
requirementsof thisactandthe regulationsof thedepartmenthavebeen
met.

(c) No person may interfere, obstruct or hinder an authorized
representativeof the departmentin the performanceof his duty asset
forth in the provisionsof this act.

Section9. Penalties.—(a)Any personwho violatesor fails to comply
with this act shallbe given certified mail notice by the departmentand
instructed to correct the violation within a time prescribed by the
department.Shouldthe personfail to make the necessarycorrectionhe
shallbe guilty of a misdemeanorand,upon conviction thereof,shallbe
sentencedto pay a fine of not less than onehundreddollars ($100) nor
more than five hundreddollars ($500), or undergoimprisonment not
exceedingsix months,orboth.A violationas to eachseparatemobile-home
shall constitutea separateoffense.

(b) Thedepartment,after noticeandhearing,mayrevokethepermit
of a manufacturerwho violates the provisionsof this act.

Section 10. Mobile Home StandardsAdvisory Commission.—The
department shall establish a Mobile Home Standards Advisory
Commissionconsistingof personsknowledgeablein the fields of mobile
home manufacturing,marketingand use.The departmentsnall consult
with and obtain advice of the commission in the drafting and
promulgationof rulesand regulationsto be adoptedin accordancewith
this act. The commissionshallconsistof nine members,appointedby the
Governorby and with the advice and consentof two-thirds of all the
membersof the Senate.The membersinitially appointedshall servefor
thefollowing terms:threemembersfor a termofoneyear,threemembers
for a termof two yearsandthreemembersfor a termof threeyears.The
particular termof eachmembershallbe designatedby the Governorat
the time of appointment.The termsof all their successorsshallbe three
yearseach,exceptthat any personappointedto fill a vacancyshall serve
only for the unexpiredterm. Everymember’sterm shallextenduntil his
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successoris appointedand qualified. Any membershall be eligible for
reappointment.The membersshall not receivecompensationfor their
servicesasmembers,but shall receivereimbursementfor all necessary
expensesincurred in connectionwith the performanceof their dutiesas
members.The departmentmay supply such staff as requestedby the
commission.

Section 11. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effect immediately.

APPROvED—The 11th day of May, A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoing is a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 69.

ci.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


