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AN ACT

HB 1237

Regulatingthe sale of certainstructuresmade,fabricated,formedor auembled
in manufacturingfacilities andproviding penalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. ShortTitle—This actshallbe knownandmaybe cited as
the “Industrialized Housing Act.”

Section 2. Findings and Declarations of Policy.—It is hereby
determinedanddeclaredas a matterof legislative finding that:

(1) An adequatesupplyof safeandsanitaryhousingis fundamentalto
the health,safetyandwelfareof the peopleof Pennsylvania.

(2) Thereexistsin the Commonwealtha shortageof safeandsanitary
housing.

(3) The productionof housingusingnew andimproved technology,
techniques,methodsand materials could lead to an increasein the
availablesupplyof safeandsanitaryhousing.

(4) Building and related codes of the communities within the
Commonwealth,asenactedandapplied,arenot uniformandimpedethe
utilization of new and improved technology,techniques,methodsand
materialsin the productionof housing.

(5) To facilitate the use of industrialized housing in the
Commonwealthandto safeguardthehealth,safetyandwelfareof citizens
of the Commonwealth,thereis a needfor uniform Statestandardsand
proceduresfor theidentification,inspectionof manufactureandassembly,
andcertificationof industrializedhousingandthosecomponentsforming
integralpartsof housingstructuresfor usein anyand all communitiesin
the Commonwealth.

(6) As standardsfor performanceof industrialized housing and
housingcomponentsare developedandadoptedby the United States
Departmentof Housing andUrbanDevelopment,other states,and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,reciprocity in the recognition of
certificationof suchindustrializedhousingandhousingcomponentswill
benefitbothproducersof industrializedhousingandhousingconsumers
in the Commonwealth.

(7) While recognizingthatmobile homesconstitutea categoryof
industrializedhousing,it is further recognizedthatmobile homesdiffer
in characteristicsof sufficient significancethat they should be certified
separatelyby the Commonwealthfrom othercategoriesof industrialized
housingto be usedin the Commonwealth.

Section3. Definitions.—Asusedin this act:
(1) “Certification” meansconformingto the rulesandregulationsof

the department.
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(2) “Department” meansthe Departmentof CommunityAffairs of
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

(3) “Housingcomponent”meansanymajormanufacturedsubsystem
or subassembly,designed for use as an integral componentpart of a
structuredesignedfor residentialoccupancy.

(4) “Industrialized housing” meansany structuredesignedprimarily
for residential occupancywhich is wholly or in substantialpart made,
fabricated, formed or assembled in manufacturing facilities for
installation,or assemblyandinstallation,on thebuilding site;however,for
thepurposesof this act, that categoryof housingunits definedasmobile
homesis excludedfrom this definition.

(5) “Installation” meansthe assemblyof industrializedhousingon site
and theprocessof affixing industrializedhousingor housingcomponents
to land, a foundation,footings,utilities or an existingbuilding.

(6) “Local government” means any county, city, borough,
incorporated town, township, or any similar general purposeunit of
government which may be created by the General Assembly with
authority to establish standardsand requirementsapplicable to the
construction,installation,alterationand repair of buildings.

(7) “Local enforcementagency”meansthe agencyor agenciesof
local governmentwith authority to makeinspectionsandto enforcethe
laws, ordinancesand regulations enactedby the State and by local
governmentsthat establishstandardsandrequirementsapplicableto the
construction,alterationor repair of buildings.

(8) “Manufacture” means the process of making, fabricating,
constructing,forming or assemblinga product from raw, unfinishedor
semi-finishedmaterials.

(9) “Manufacturing facilities” meansthe place or places at which
machinery, equipment and other capital goods are assembledand
operatedfor the purposeof making, fabricating,constructing,forming or
assemblingindustrializedhousingor housingcomponents.

(10) “Mobile home” means every structuredefined as a “mobile
home” in section2 of the Uniform StandardsCodefor Mobile Homes.

(11) “Person” means any individual or organized group of any
character, including partnerships,corporations and other forms of
association,as well as Federal,State or local instrumentalities,political
subdivisionsor officers thereof.

(12) “Site” meansthe entiretract, subdivision,or parcel of land on
which industrializedhousingis installed.

Section 4. Regulations,Insignia of Certification Required.—(a)No
person may sell, lease or install for use in the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvania any industrialized housing or housing components
manufacturedafter the effective dateof the duly promulgatedrulesand
regulationsadoptedby the departmentpursuantto section5 of this act



288 Act No. 70 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

unlesssuchindustrializedhousingor housingcomponentsbearinsigniaof
certification issued by the department.The prohibition on installation
shallnotapply to theinstallationof industrializedhousing-unitsor-housing
componentsintended for prototype, experimental, or demon~tration
purposesin or on asitedesignatedas a testfacility, exceptthatsuchunits
shallnot be soldor leasedunlessthey bearinsigniaof certificatiorL issued
by the department.

(b) The department is hereby authorized to enter into
interdepartmentalagreementsfor the purposesof administrationof this
act.

(c) The department may issue insignia of certification to any
industrializedhousingor housingcomponentsmanufacturedprior to the
effectivedateof the duly promulgatedrulesandregulationsadoptedby
the departmentpursuant to section 5 of this act if such industrialized
housingor housingcomponentscomplywith thestandardsestablishedby
suchrulesand regulations.

(d) All industrializedhousingor housingcomponentsmanufactured
prior to the effectivedateof theduly promulgatedrules andregulations
adoptedby the departmentpursuant to section 5 of this act and not
carryingtheinsigniaof certificationmaybesold,leasedor installedin any
municipalityof theCommonwealthsubjectto anyandall localordinances,
regulations,building codes,andspeciallocal requirements.

(e) Except in casesof waterlineconnectionsto their main sourceof
supply; sewerdrainageline connectionsto main sewersor cesspools;or
electricalline connectionsto their mainsourceof power,all industrialized
housing or housing componentsbearing an insignia of certification
pursuantto the requirementsof this sectionshallbe deemedto comply
with the requirementsof all building and relatedcodesand ordinances
enacted by any local government of the Commonwealth thereof
applicableto housingand!or home building in construction,plumbing,
heating, electrical, and other related codes pertaining to such
construction,andequipmentcontainedwithin andincludingthe exterior
walls of suchindustrializedhousing.

(f) No industrialized housing or housing componentsbearing a
departmentinsigniaof certification pursuantto subsections(a) and(b) of
this sectionshall be in any way modified prior to or during installation
unless modification is permitted by the duly promulgatedrules and
regulationsadoptedby the departmentpursuantto section5 of this act.

(g) No provision of this act shall apply to industrializedhousingor
housing componentsinstalled on any site in the Commonwealthof
Pennsylvaniaprior to the adoptionof this act.

(h) Nothing in this act shall be construedas amendingor repealing
anyof theprovisionsof theFire andPanicAct or its applicationto building
constructionor use or occupancy.

(i) Nothing in this act shallbe construedasamending,repealingor
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supersedingany local zoning ordinance,subdivision regulation, or any
relatedlocally adoptedland developmentcode,regulationor ordinance.

Section5. Promulgationof RulesandRegulationsby theDepartment.
—(a) The department,in consultationwith the Industrialized Housing
Advisory Commissionshallpromulgaterulesandregulationsto interpret
and make specific the provisionsof this act. Suchrulesand regulations
adopted,amended,repealedandsubstitutedfrom time to time pursuant
to this sectionshallassurethe health,safetyand welfareof the peopleof
Pennsylvaniaby requiring safeandsanitary industrialhousingandshall
include provisions imposing requirementsreasonablyconsistentwith
recognizedandacceptedmodel codes.The departmentshalladoptsuch
other rulesandregulationsasarenecessaryto carry outthe provisionsof
thisact. Suchrulesandregulationsshallbe consistentwith theactof June
4, 1945 (P.L.1388), known as the “Administrative Agency Law.” No
portionof thisactor anycode,or rulesandregulationsadopted,amended,
repealedor substitutedasprovidedherein,which limits the work to be
performedto any type of constructioncontractor,or labor or mechanic
classificationshallbe adoptedor enforceableby the department.

(b) The department shall hold public hearings on rules and
regulations proposed to be promulgated, amended, or repealed,
consistentwith theprovisionsof theact ofJune4, 1945(P.L.1388),known
as the “Administrative Agency Law,” and the act of July 31, 1968
(P.L.769),knownas the “CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.”

Section6. Recognitionof Certification of OtherStatesor the Federal
Government.—Thedepartmentmay issue insignia of certification to
industrializedhousingor housingcomponentsthathavebeencertifiedby
the United StatesDepartmentof Housingand Urban Developmentor
competentauthoritywithin otherstatesif the departmentfinds that such
certification is grantedon the basisof standardssubstantiallyequivalent
to the provisionspromulgatedundersection5 of this act.

Section 7. Fees.—Thedepartmentshall establisha scheduleof fees
reasonablyrelatedto the cost incurredby the departmentto pay for the
administrationand enforcementof this act.

Section 8. Establishmentof an Industrialized Housing Advisory
Commission.—There is herebyestablishedan Industrialized Housing
Advisory Commission.The departmentshall consult with and obtain
adviceof the IndustrializedHousingAdvisory Commissionin thedrafting
and promulgationof rulesand regulationsto be adoptedin accordance
with section5 of this act. Thecommissionshallconsistof fifteen members
appointedby the Governor by and with the advice and consentof
two-thirdsof themembersof theSenate.Themembersinitially appointed
shallservefor thefollowing terms: five membersfor atermof oneyear,
five membersfor a termof two yearsandfive membersfor a termof three
years. The particular term of eachmembershallbe designatedby the
Governorat the time of appointment.The terms of all their successors
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shall be threeyears each,except that any personappointed to fill a
vacancyshall serveonly for the unexpiredterm. Every member’sterm
shallextenduntil his successoris appointedand qualified. Any member
of thecommissionshallbe eligiblefor reappointment.Themembersofthe
commissionshallnot receivecompensationfor their servicesasmembers,
but shall receivereimbursementfor all necessaryexpensesincu:rred in
connection with the performance of their duties as members. The
departmentmay supplysuch staffas requestedby the commission.

Section 9. Appeals.—(a) The departmentshall promulgate ruics
pertainingto the hearingof appeals.

(b) The department shall hear appeals brought by any person
regarding the application or interpretation of any rule or regulation
promulgatedby the departmentunderthis act.

Section 10. Variances.—Thedepartmentmay grant variancesfrom
the duly promulgatedrules and regulationswhen it appearsthat such
requestedvariancesdo not impair the health, safety and welfare of
consumersandwhensuchrequestedvarianceshavebeenreviewedand
approvedby the IndustrializedHousingAdvisory Commission.

Section 11. Injunctive Relief.—The department may obtain
injunctive relief from the CommonwealthCourtof Pennsylvaniato enjoin
the sale,lease,delivery or installationof industrializedhousingupon an
affidavit specifyingthe mannerin which the housingdoesnot conlbrm to
the requirementsof this act or to rules and regulationsissuedpursuant
hereto.

Section 12. Penalties.—Whoeverviolates any provisionof this act is
guilty of amisdemeanor,andupon convictionthereof,shallbe sentenced
to pay a fine not exceedingfive hundred dollars ($500), or undergo
imprisonmentnot exceedingsix months,or both.

Section 13. Effective Date.—Thisact shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The11th day of May, A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 70.

ci.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.


