
866 Act No. 196 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

No. 196

AN ACT

HB 2188

Amendingtheactof May 1, 1933 (P.L,216),entitled “An actrelatingto dentistry;
defining andproviding for thelicensingandregistrationof dentistsanddental
hygienists, and for the revocation and suspensionof such licenses and
registrations,subjectto appeal,andfor their reinstatement;definingthepowers
and duties of the State Dental Council and Examining Board and the
Departmentof Public Instruction; providingpenalties;andrepealingexisting
laws,” further defining the term “Dental Hygienist.”

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The definition of “Dental Hygienist” in section2, act of
May 1, 1933 (P.L.216),known as “The Dental Law,” amendedMay 13,
1959 (P.L.316),is amendedto read:

Section 2. Definitions._* * *

A “Dental Hygienist” is onewho is legally licensedassuchby the said
dentalcouncil and examiningboardto [removetartar deposits,accretions,
andstainsfrom the exposedsurfacesof the teeth anddirectly beneaththe free
margin of the gums, andto makeapplication of medicaments,as definedand
approvedby the board, to the exposedsurfacesof the teethfor the prevention
of dentalcaries,in theoffice of a dentistor anypublic or privateinstitutionssuch
asschools,hospitals,orphanasylums,andsanitoriumsor Statehealthcars,-under
the generalsupervisionof a licensedandregistereddentist,andnot otherwise,
andwho doesnotperform any otheroperationor work on the teeth,jaws, gums
or mouth whatever] perform those educational, preventive, and
therapeuticservicesand proceduresthat licenseddental hygieni~tsare
educatedto perform. Licenseddentistsmay assignto their employed
dental hygienistsintra-oral procedureswhich the hygienistshavebeen
educatedto perform and which require their professionalcompetence
andskill butwhichdo notrequiretheprofessionalcornpek~ncerand:skiil
of the employer-dentist. Such assignments shall be under the
supervision of a licensed dentist. Such performance of intra-oral
proceduresby licenseddental hygienists shall be in the office of a
dentist or public or private institution such as schools, hospitals,
orphanages,and sanitoria or Statehealth cars. Theforegoingshall not
be construedas authorizing the assignmentof diagnosing, treatment
planningandwriting prescriptionsfor drugsor writing authorizations
for restorative,prosthetic,or orthodonticappliances.The boardshall
issue rules setting forth the necessaryeducation and defining the
proceduresthat maybe performedby dental hygienistslicensedunder
this act including thoseproceduresthat maybeperformedunderdirect
and generalsupervision.
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APPROVED—The12thday of July, A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 196.

Li.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


