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No. 273

AN ACT

HB 1020

Amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),entitled “An act relating to the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableaswell to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthelaws
relating thereto,”further providing for thecostof tuition andmaintenanceof
certain exceptionalchildrenand for modified sparsitypayments.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1376 and subsection(b) of section 1377, act of
March 10, 1949 (P.L.30), known as the “Public School Code of 1949,”
amendedDecember10, 1968 (P.L.1165), areamendedto read:

Section 1376. Cost of Tuition and Maintenance of Certain
Exceptional Children in Approved Institutions.—(a) When any child
betweentheagesof six (6) andtwenty-one(21) yearsof ageresidentin this
Commonwealth,who is blind or deaf, or afflicted with cerebral palsy
and/or brain damageand/or musculardystrophy,is enrolled, with the
approval of the [Department of Public Instruction,] Department of
Education,as a pupil in any of the schoolsor institutionsfor the blind or
deaf, or cerebral palsied and/or brain damaged and/or muscular
dystrophied, under the supervision of, subject to the review of or
approved by the [Department of Public Instruction,] Department of
Education,in accordancewith standardsandregulationspromulgatedby
the Councilof BasicEducation,the schooldistrict in which suchchild is
residentshallpay twenty-fivepercentum(25%)of thecost of tuition and
maintenanceof suchchild in suchschoolor institution, asdeterminedby
the [Departmentof PublicInstruction] DepartmentofEducation;and the
Commonwealthshallpay,outoffundsappropriatedto thedepartmentfor
specialeducation,seventy-fiveper centum (75%) of the cost of their
tuition and maintenance,as determinedby the Department. If the
residence of such child in a particular school district cannot be
determined,theCommonwealthshallpay,outof moneysappropriatedto
the departmentfor special education,the whole cost of tuition and
maintenanceof suchchild. In no eventshall the total cost of tuition and
maintenance[of any such child exceedfour thousandtwo hundreddollars
($4,200) per year.] for residential studentsexceedfive thousandfive
hundred dollars ($5,500) per year for tuition of deaf or blind day
students,four thousandone hundred twenty-fivedollars ($4,125)per
year andfor tuition ofcerebralpalsiedand/or brain damagedand/or
musculardystrophieddaystudentsthreethousandfivehwndred=doiiare
($3,500)per year.

(b) Whenany personless than six (6) or morethan twenty-one(21)



1230 Act No. 273 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA,

yearsof ageresident in this CommorLwealth,who is blind or deaf, or
afflicted with cerebral palsy and/or brain damage and/or muscular
dystrophy, is enrolled, with the approvalof the [Departmentof Public
Instruction,] DepartmentofEducation.,as a pupil in anyof theschoolsor
institutionsfor theblind or deaf,or cerebralpalsiedand/or braindamaged
and/or musculardystrophied,underthesupervisionofor approvedby the
[Department of Public Instruction,] Department of Education, the
Commonwealthshall pay to such school or institution, out of moneys
appropriatedto the departmentfor specialeducation,the cost of tuition
and maintenanceof such person,as determinedby the [Departmentof
Public Instruction,] Departmentof Education, subject to review and
approvalin accordancewith standardsand regulationspromulgatedby
the Council of BasicEducation,and in addition, in the caseof anychild
lessthansix (6) yearsof age,who is blind, the cost,as determinedby the
[Departmentof Public Instruction,]DepartmentofEducationof instructing
theparentof such blind child in caring for such child. In no eventshall
the total cost of tuition and maintenance[of any such child exceedfour
thousandtwo hundreddollars ($4,200) per year.] for residential students
exceedfive thousandfive hundreddollars ($5,500)per yearfor tuition
ofdeafor blind daystudents,four thousandonehundredtwenty-five
dollars ($4,125) per year andfor tuition of cerebral palsied and/or
brain damaged and/or muscular dystrophied day students three
thousandfive hundreddollars ($3,500)per year.

(c) When any child betweenthe agesof six (6) and twenty-one(21)
years of age, residentin this Commonwealth,who is socially [or] and
emotionallydisturbed,is enrolledwith the approvalof the [Departmentof
Public Instruction] DepartmentofEducationas apupil in any approved
day schoolundersupervisionof or approvedby the [Departmentof Public
Instruction.] DepartmentofEducation,the schooldistrict in which such
child is residentshallpaytwenty-five percent(25%) of the cost of tuition
of such child in such schoolas determinedby the [Departmentof Public
Instruction,] DepartmentofEducation,andthe Commonwealthshallpay
out of funds appropriated to the Department for Special Education
seventy-five percent (75%) of the cost of tuition of such child as
determinedby thedepartment:Provided,however,That in no eventshall
the cost of tuition of such child exceed[two thousandthreehundredten
dollars($2310)] threethousandthreehundreddollar~-($3,3OO)_perschool
year.

Section1377. Paymentof Costof Tuition andMaintenanceof Certain
ExceptionalChildren._* * *

(b) Paymentsof theCommonwealth’sproportionof thecostof tuition
and maintenanceof blind or deaf, or cerebral palsied and/or brain
damagedand/or musculardystrophied,or socially [or] andemotionally
disturbedpupils enrolledin schoolsor institutionsfor the blind or for the
deaf,or for the cerebralpalsiedand/orbrain damagedand/ormuscular
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dystrophied,or for the socially [or] andemotionallydisturbedandof the
costof instructionof parentsof blind pupils lessthansix (6) yearsof age,
as hereinbeforeprovided, shall be made quarterly, out of moneys
appropriatedto the [Department of Public Instruction] Department of
Education for specialeducation,by warrantof the Auditor Generalupon
the State Treasurer,after requisition by the [Superintendentof Public
Instruction.] Secretaryof Education. In no eventshall the total payment
for the cost of tuition andmaintenanceof anysuch child exceed[four
thousandtwo hundreddollars($4,200)peryear.]five thousandfive hundred
dollars ($5,500)per year.The maximumamountpayablefor the cost of
tuition andmaintenanceof suchchildrenshallbesubjectto reviewatleast
once every [four] two years for the purpose of recommendingan
adjustmentthereof.

Section2. Clause(17) of section2501 of the act,amendedAugust18,
1971 (P.L.339),is amendedto read:

Section 2501. Definitions.—For the purposesof this article the
following termsshallhavethe following meanings:

(17) “Sparsity Factor” shall be assignedfor those districts whose
population is less thanfifty (50) per squaremile as determinedby the
Secretaryof Educationfrom the mostrecentrecordsof the UnitedStates
CensusBureau.A schooldistrict qualifying underthe sparsityfactorshall
be paid by the Commonwealthon accountof excessexpendituresper
weightedaveragedaily membership,not to exceedfor the schoolyear
1966-1967onehundreddollars($100), for the schoolyear1967-1968one
hundredfifty dollars($150), for the schoolyear1968-1969two hundred
dollars ($200), for the school year 1969-1970and each school year
thereafter two hundredfifty dollars ($250) in excessof four hundred
dollars ($400), an amount to be determinedby multiplying the excess
expendituresby the aid ratio or by three hundred seventy-five
thousandths(.375),whicheveris greaterandby thenumberof weighted
pupils,suchamountto bein additionto anyotherpaymentfor suchpupils:
Provided,however,a school district qualifying underthe sparsity factor
may,in lieu of theabovepayment,electfor anyschoolyearto bepaidand
the Commonwealthshall pay on accountof excessexpendituresper
weightedaveragedaily membershipin excessof four hundred dollars
($400) a sum of thirty dollars ($30) per weighted average daily
membership,such amount to be in addition to anyotherpaymentsfor
suchpupils.

Any schooldistrict [which was]assigned[a] sparsityfactorfor any=schoolyear
prior to 1969-1970 [and] or for any subsequentschool year and any
reorganized or merged school district comprised of one or more
componentschool districts any of which had been assignedsparsity
factor for any school yearprior to 1969-1970or any subsequentschool
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year which for any school year thereafter[as] is determinedby the
Secretaryof Educationto haveapopulationof fifty (50) per squaremile
or more shall, for the school year 1970-1971 and each school year
thereafter,qualify for amodifiedsparsitypaymentwhich shallbetheratio
of its populationper squaremile to fifty (50) subtractedfrom 2.00 and
multiplied by the amountto which it would havebeenentitled had its
populationper squaremile beenless thanfifty (50).

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be
retroactiveto July 1, 1971.

APPROVED—The15thdayof November,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis atrue andcorrectcopy of Act of theGeneralAssembly

No. 273.

ce..
Secretav’v of the Commonwealth.


