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Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30), entitled “An act relating to the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableas well to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthelaws
relating thereto,”providing for confidentialityof studentcommunications.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Theact of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),known as the “Public
SchoolCodeof 1949,” is amendedby adding after section 1318, a new
sectionto read:

Section 1319. Confidentiality of Student Communications.—No
guidancecounselor,schoolnurseor schoolpsychologistin the public
schools or in private or parochial schools or other educational
institutions providing elementaryor secondaryeducation,including
any clerical workerofsuchschoolsand institutions,who, while in the
courseofhisprofessionaldutiesfor a guidancecounselor,schoolnurse
or school psychologist,has acquired information from a student in
confidenceshall be cornpélled or allowed without the consentof the
student, if the studentis eighteen(18) yearsofage or over, or, if the
studentis undertheageofeighteen(18)years,without theconsentofhis
or her parent or legal guardian, to disclosethat information in any
legal proceeding, civil or criminal, trial, investigation before any
grand, traverseor petitjury, or anyofficer thereof,beforethe General
Assembly or any committee thereof or before any commission,
departmentor bureau of this Commonwealth,or municipal body,
officer or committee thereof Notwithstanding the confidentiality
provision of this section,no suchpersonshall be excusedor prevented
from complyingwith theact ofAugust14, 1967(P.L.239),entitled “An
act relating to grossphysical neglectof, or injury to, children under
eighteenyears of age; requiring reports in such casesby examining
physicians or headsof institutions to county public child welfare
agencies;imposingpowersand dutieson countypublic child welfare
agenciesbasedon such reports;and providing penalties.”

Section2. This act-shall take effect immediately.
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APPROVED—The6th day of December,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoingis a true and correctcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 287.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth


