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AN ACT

HB 126

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),entitled “An act relating to the
public schoolsystem,includingcertainprovisionsapplicableas well to private
andparochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchangingthelaws
relating thereto,”providing for periodsof meditationandprayer.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The actof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30),knownas the “Public
SchoolCodeof 1949,” is amendedby addinga new sectionto read:

Section1516.1. Meditation andPrayerPeriods.—(a)In eachpublic
school classroom,the teacherin charge may, or if so authorizedor
directedby theboardofschooldirectorsbywhich heis employed,shall,
at the openingofschoolupon everyschoolday,conducta brief period
ofsilent prayer or meditationwith the participation ofall the pupils
therein assembled.

(b) Thesilent prayeror meditationauthorizedby subsection(a) of
this section is not intended to be, and shall not be conductedas, a
religious serviceor exercise,butshall beconsideredasan opportunity
for silent prayeror meditationon a religious themeby thosewho are
sodisposed,or amomentofsilentreflectionon theanticipatedactivities
of theday.

Section2. This actshall takeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The6th dayof December,A. D. 1972.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a true andcorrect copy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 305.

c2-.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth


