
SESSION OF 1972. 1970

1972 SPECIAL SESSION NO. 1

No.1

HB 4 A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposinganamendmentto article eight of theConstitutionof theCommonwealth
of Pennsylvaniagranting the General Assembly the power to enact special
laws to aid certain individuals, corporations,associations,institutions or non-
public schools adverselyaffectedby conditionscausedby certainstormsorfloods.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
resolvesas follows:

Section1. Millions of Pennsylvanianshavesufferedgreatlyfrom the
ravagesof the most disastrousflood in the history of the Common-
wealth. This flood has left devastationin its wake. Thousandsof
peoplehavebeenleft homelessandcountlessindustrialandcommercial
establishmentsandpublic facilities havebeendamagedor destroyed.

It is imperativethat the victims of this disasterimmediatelyreceive
the fullest possibleaid from both the public andprivate sectorsin
orderto cleanup andrebuild the affectedareasof the Commonwealth.

In addition,manyPennsylvanianssuffered greatlyas a resultof the
GreatStormor Floodof September,1971.

The GeneralAssemblydesiresto alleviate such storm or economic
deprivationcausedby the flood, but is limited in its efforts by rigid
restrictionsin the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.
The safetyandwelfareof the Commonwealthrequirespromptamend-
ment to the Constitution of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

The following amendmentto the Constitutionof the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniais proposedin accordancewith the emergencypro-
visions containedin subsections(a) and (b) of sectionone of the
eleventharticle thereof:

That article eight of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvaniabe amendedby addinga new sectionto read:

Section17. SpecialEmergencyLegislation.—Notwithstandingany
provisionsof this Constitutionto the contrary, the General Assembly
shall havetheauthorityto enactlaws providingfor taxrebates,credits,
exemptions,grants.in-aid,Statesupplementations,or otherwiseprovide
special provisionsfor individuals, corporations,associationsor non-
profit institutions, including nonpublic schools (whether sectarian
or nonsectarian)in order to alleviatethe danger,damage,sufferingor
hardshipfacedby suchindividuals, corporations,associations,institu-
tions or nonpublic schools as a result of a Great Storm or Flood
of September,1971 or of June,1972.

Section 2. This proposedamendmentshall be submittedby the
Secretaryof the Commonwealthto the qualified electorsof the State,at



1971

the General Election to be held on November7, 1972, after the
advertisingrequirementsof subsection(a) of section one of article
elevenof the Constitutionof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahave
beensatisfied.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth


