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AN ACT
SB 443

Amending the act of October 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222), entitled, as amended,
“An act prohibiting certain practices of discrimination because of race, color,
religious creed, ancestry, age or national origin by employers, employment
agencies, labor organizations and others as herein defined; creating the
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission in the Department of Labor and
Industry; defining its functions, powers and duties; providing for procedure and
enforcement; providing for formulation of an educational program to prevent
prejudice; providing for judicial review and enforcement and imposing
penalties,” protecting the right of hospitals and individuals not to engage in
abortion or sterilization and providing against discriminatory practices in
respect to abortion and sterilization.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act of October 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No0.222), known as
the “Pennsylvania Human Relations Act,” is amended by adding a section
to read:

Section 5.2. Abortion and Sterilization; Immunity from
Requirement to Perform; Unlawful Discriminatory Practices.—(a) No
hospital or other health care facility shall be required to, or held liable
for refusal to, perform or permit the performance of abortion or
sterilization contrary to its stated ethical policy. No physician, nurse,
staff member or employe of a hospital or other health care facility, who
shall state in writing to such hospital or health care facility his
objection to performing, participating in, or cooperating in, abortion or
sterilization on moral, religious or professional grounds, shall be
required to, or held liable for refusal to, perform, participate in, or
cooperate in such abortion or sterilization.

(b} It shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice:

(1) For any person to impose penalties or take disciplinary action
against, or to deny or limit public funds, licenses, certifications, degrees,
or other approvals or documents of qualification to, any hospital or
other health care facility, due to the refusal of such hospital or health
care facility to perform or permit to be performed, participate in, or
cooperate in, abortion or sterilization by reason of objection thereto on
moral, religious or professional grounds, or because of any statement or
other manifestation of attitude by such hospital or health care facility
with respect to abortion or sterilization.

(2) For any person to impose penalties or take disciplinary action
against, or to deny or limit public funds, licenses, certifications, degrees,
or other approvals or documents of qualification to any physician,
nurse or staff member or employe of any hospital or health care facility,
due to the willingness or refusal of such physician, nurse or staff
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member or employe to perform or participate in abortion or
sterilization by reason of objection thereto on moral, religious or
professional grounds, or because of any statement or other
manifestation of attitude by such physician, nurse or staff member or
employe with respect to abortion or sterilization.

(3) For any public or private agency, institution or person,
including a medical, nursing or other school, to deny admission to,
impose any burdens in terms of conditions of employment upon, or
otherwise discriminate against any applicant for admission thereto or
any physician, nurse, staff member, student or employe thereof, on
account of the willingness or refusal of such applicant, physician,
nurse, staff member, student or employe to perform or participate in,
abortion or sterilization by reason of objection thereto on moral,
religious or professional grounds, or because of any statement or other
manifestation of attitude by such person with respect to abortion or
sterilization: Provided, however, That this subsection shall not apply to
any health care facility operated exclusively for the performance of
abortion or sterilization or directly related procedures or to a separate
clinic of a health care facility for the performance of abortion or
sterilization or directly related procedures.

Section 2. Section 11 of the act, reenacted July 9, 1969 (P.L.133,
No.56), is reenacted to read:

Section 11. Penalties.—Any person who shall wilfully resist, prevent,
impede or interfere with the Commission, its members, agents or agencies
in the performance of duties pursuant to this act, or shall wilfully violate
an order of the Commission, shall be guilty of 2 misdemeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00),
or to undergo imprisonment not exceeding thirty (30) days, or both, in the
discretion of the court, but procedure for the review of an order shall not
be deemed to be such wilful conduct.

Section 3. The provisions of this act shall be severable. If any provision
of this act is found by a court of record to be unconstitutional and void,
the remaining provisions of the act shall nevertheless, remain valid unless
the court finds the valid provisions of the law are so essentially inseparably
connected with and depend upon the void provision that it cannot be
presumed the General Assembly would have enacted the remaining valid
provisions without the void one, or unless the court finds the remaining
valid provisions standing alone are incompleted and are incapable of
being executed in accordance with the legislative intent.

Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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APPROVED—The 10th day of October, A. D. 1973.
MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of Act of the General Assembly

Q. ﬁé,(w oW,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



