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No. 148

AN ACT

HB 197

Authorizing the establishmentof environmentaladvisory councils by certain
political subdivisions.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The governing body of any city, borough,township, or
incorporatedtown, or group of two or moresuch political subdivisions,
mayby ordinanceestablishan EnvironmentalAdvisory Council to advise
other local governmentalagencies,including, but not limited to, the
planningcommission,parkandrecreationboardsandelectedofficials, on
mattersdealingwith protection, conservation,management,promotion
and use of natural resources,including air, land and water resources,
locatedwithin its or their territorial limits.

Section2. An EnvironmentalAdvisory Councilshallbe composedof
no less than three nor more than seven residentsof the political
subdivision establishing the council, who shall be appointed and all
vacanciesfilled by thegoverningbodyof the political subdivision.Where
two or more political subdivisionsjointly establishan Environmental
Advisory Council themembersshallbeappointedin thesamemanner,by
eachof therespectivepolitical subdivisionsestablishingthecouncil, each
constituentpolitical subdivision to haveequal membershipon thejoint
council. Duly appointedcouncil membersshallservefor a termof three
yearsexceptthat initial appointmentsshallbesostaggeredthat theterms
of approximatelyone-thirdof the membershipshallexpireeachyear,the
termsof their successorsto be of threeyearseach.Membersshallreceive
no compensationfor their services,but shall be reimbursedfor the
expensesactuallyandnecessarilyincurredby themin theperformanceof
their duties.The appointingauthorityshalldesignatethe chairmanof the
council exceptthat in joint councilsthe chairmanshallbe electedby the
duly selectedmembers.Wheneverpossible,onemembershall also be a
memberof the municipal planning board.

Section3. An EnvironmentalAdvisory Councilorganizedunderthis
actshallhavepowerto identify environmentalproblemsandrecommend
plansand programsto the appropriateagenciesfor the promotionand
conservationof the natural resourcesand for the protection and
improvementof thequalityof theenvironmentwithin itsterritorial limits;
to makerecommendationsas to the possibleuseof openland areasof the
political subdivisionswithin its territorial limits; to promotea community
environmentalprogram;to keepan index of all open areas,publicly or
privately owned,including butnot limited to flood-proneareas,swamps,
andotheruniquenaturalareas,for the purposeof obtaininginformation
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on the proper use of such areas;and to advise the appropriatelocal
governmentalagencies, including but not limited to, the planning
commissionand recreationand park board or, if none, to the elected
governingbody or bodieswithin its territorial limits in the acquisitionof
property, both real and personal, by gift, purchase,grant, bequest,
easement,deviseor leasein mattersdealingwith the purposesof this act.

An EnvironmentalAdvisory Council shallnot exerciseany powersor
perform anydutieswhich by law areconferredor imposedupona State
agency.

Section 4. An EnvironmentalAdvisory Councilshall keeprecordsof
its meetingsandactivitiesandshallmakean annualreportwhich shallbe
printedin the annualmunicipalreportor, if none,otherwisemadeknown
and available.

Section 5. The governing body of any political subdivision
establishingan EnvironmentalAdvisory Council may appropriatefunds
for the expensesincurred by the Environmental Advisory Council.
Appropriations may be expended for such administrative, clerical,
printing and legal servicesasmay from time to time be requiredand as
shall be within the limit of funds appropriated to the Environmental
Advisory Council. The wholeor anypart of any funds soappropriatedin
any year may be placed in a conservationfund, allowed to accumulate
from year to year, or be expendedin any year.

Section6. Nothingin this actshallbe construedto requirea political
subdivision to abolish any existing commissions with a related
responsibilityor to preventits establishment.

Section7. TheStateConservationCommissionin theDepartmentof
Environmental Resourcesshall establish a program of assistanceto
environmentaladvisorycouncils that may include educationalservices,
exchangeof information, assignmentof technical personnelfor natural
resourcesplanning assistance,and the coordinationof State and local
conservationactivities.

Section 8. The Secretaryof Community Affairs shall establish a
programof assistanceto environmentaladvisorycouncilsin planning for
the management,use and developmentof open spaceand recreation
areas.

Section9. This act shall take effect immediately.
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APPROVED—The21stday of December,A. D. 1973.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a true andcorrectcopy of Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 148.

ci.
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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