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No. 102

AN ACT
SB 384

Amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317), entitled “An act relating
to cities of the third class; and amending, revising, and consolidating the law
relating thereto,” extending credit for certain military service in the armed
forces of the United States.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Sections 4321 and 4322, act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932,
No.317), known as “The Third Class City Code,” reenacted and
amended June 28, 1951 (P.L.662, No.164), and amended July 20, 1968
(P.L.434, No0.204), are amended to read:

Section 4321. Retirement; Final Discharge.—Such regulations
shall prescribe a minimum period of continuous service, not less than
twenty years and, when any minimum age is prescribed, a minimum age
of fifty years, after which members of the department may retire on
pension from active duty, and such members as are retired shall be
subject to service, from time to time, as a firemen’s reserve in cases of
emergency until unfitted for such service, when they may be finally
discharged by reason of age or disability. With the approval of
council, all members of the firemen’s pension fund who are contributors
and who served in the armed forces of the United States subsequent to
September 1, 1940, and who were not members of the firemen’s pension
Jund prior to such military service, shall be entitled to have full credit for
each year or fraction thereof, not to exceed five years of such service
upon their payment to the firemen’s pension fund of an amount equal to
that which they would have paid had they been members during the
period for which they desire credit, and their payment to such fund of an
additional amount as the equivalent of the contributions of-the city plus
any interest the city would have been required to pay on the
contributions on account of such military service. Upon the death of a
member who retires on pension or is killed in the service on or after
January 1, 1960, or who dies in the service on or after January 1, 1968,
payments as hereinafter provided shall be made to his widow during her
life so long as she does not remarry.

Section 4322. Pensions and Service Increments.—(a) Payments of
pensions shall not be a charge on any fund in the treasury of the city or
under its control save the firemen’s pension fund herein provided for.
The basis of the pension of a member shall be determined by the
monthly salary of the member at the date of retirement, or the highest
average annual salary which he received during any five years of service
preceding retirement, whichever is the higher, whether for disability, or



SESSION OF 1974 Act No. 102 319

by reason of age or service, and except as to service increments provided
for in subsection (b) of this section, shall be one-half the annual salary of
such member at the time of retirement computed at such monthly or
average annual rate, whichever is the higher. In the case of the payment
of pensions to members for permanent injury incurred in service, and to
families of members killed or who die in service, the amount and
commencement of the payment of pensions shall be fixed by regulations
of the board. Such regulations shall not take into consideration the
amount and duration of workmen’s compensation allowed by law.
Payments to widows of members retired on pension or killed in the
service on or after January 1, 1960, or who die in the service on or after
January 1, 1968, shall be the amount payable to the member or which
would have been payable had he been retired at the time of his death.

(b) In addition to the pension which is authorized to be paid from
the firemen’s pension fund by this act and notwithstanding the
limitations therein placed upon such pensions and upon contributions,
every contributor who shall become entitled to the pension shall also be
entitled to the payment of a “service increment” in accordance with and
subject to the conditions hereinafter set forth.

(1) Service increment shall be the sum obtained by computing the
number of whole years after having served the minimum required by this
act during which a contributor has been employed by such city and paid
out of the city treasury, including credit for military service as provided
in section 4321, and multiplying the said number of years so computed
by an amount equal to one-fortieth of the retirement allowance which
has become payable to such contributor in accordance with the
provisions of this act. In computing the service increment, no
employment after the contributor has reached the age of sixty-five years
shall be included, and no service increment shall be paid in excess of one
hundred dollars ($100) per month.

(2) Each contributor, from and after the effective date of this
amendment, shall pay into the pension fund a monthly sum in addition
to his pension contribution, which shall not exceed the sum of one dollar
($1) per month: And provided, That such service increment
contribution shall not be paid after a contributor has reached the age of
sixty-five years.

(3) Any person who is a member of the department on the effective
date of this amendment who has already reached the age of sixty-five
years shall have his service increment computed on the years of
employment prior to the date of reaching his sixty-fifth birthday.

(4) Service increment contributions shall be paid at the same time
and in the same manner as pensions, and may be withdrawn in full,
without interest, by persons who leave the employment of such city,
subject to the same conditions by which retirement contributions may
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be withdrawn, or by persons who retire before becoming entitled to any
service increment.

(5) Allmembers of the fire department who are now contributors to
the pension fund and all those employed by the city after the effective
date of this amendment, if required to become contributors to the -
pension fund, shall be subject to the provisions of this act.
ApPPROVED—The 31st day of May, A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of Act of the General Assembly
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Secretary of the Commonwealth.



