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No. 104

AN ACT

HB 509

Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), entitled “An act
consolidatingand revising the Vehicle Code,the TractorCode,the Motor
Vehicle FinancialResponsibilityAct andotheractsrelatingtotheownership,
possessionand use of vehiclesand tractors,” limiting the use and saleof
studdedtiresand providing penalties.

TheGeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Subsection(c) and thepenaltyclauseof section829,act
of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), known as “The Vehicle Code,”
subsection (c) amended August 10, 1965 (P.L.317, No.167), are
amendedto read:

Section829. ChainsandTires.—
***

(c) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall haveon its
periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat or spike, or any other
protuberancewhich projectsbeyondthetreadof the tractionsurfaceof
the tire, of any material other than rubber,except that it shall be
permissibleto use(1) tire chainsconsistingof not lessthan five(S)cross
chainsandwhich do notprojectmorethanone(1) inchupontheoutside
surfaceof the peripheryof the wheel of any vehicle, and (2) from
November1 of eachyear10April30of thefollowingyeartiresin which
have beeninsertedice grips or tire studsof wear-resistingmaterial,
installedin suchmanneras to provideresiliencyuponcontactwith the
road, with projectionsnot to exceed[threethirty-seconds(3/32)] two
thirty-seconds(2/32) of an inch beyondthetreadof thetractionsurface
of the tire, and constructedto preventany appreciabledamageto the
roadsurface:Provided, That after the effectivedateof this amending
act, the sale of tires in which havebeeninsertedicegripsor tire studs
withprojectionsin excessof twothirty-seconds(2/32)ofaninch shaLibe
prohibited:And,providedfurther, ThattheGovernormaybyexecutive
order extendthetimetireswith icegripsor tirestudsmaybeusedwhen
highway conditionsare suchthat suchtires would be a safetyfactor in
traveling Commonwealthhighways:And, be it further provided, That
fire fighting andfire emergencyvehiclesmayusetireswith icegripsor
tire studsduring any time of theyear.

***

Penalty.—Anypersonviolating any of the provisionsof subsection
(a) [,(b) or (c)] or (b) of this section,shall, upon summaryconviction
beforea magistrate,besentencedtopayafineof tendollars($10.00)and
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costs of prosecution,and, in default of the paymentthereof,shall
undergoimprisonmentfor not morethan five (5) days.

Anypersonviolating any of theprovisionsof subsection(c) of this
section, shall upon summary conviction before a magistrate, be
sentencedto pay a fine as indicatedin the chart belowand costsof
prosecution, and, in default of the payment thereof, shall undergo
imprisonmentfor not more than thirty (30) days:

May 1 to May 31 $35
June 1 to June30 45
July 1 to July 31 55
August 1 to August31 55
September1 to September30 55
October1 to October31 55
November1 to April30 10

Section2. This act shall takeeffect April 1, 1974.

APPRoVED—The17th day of June,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopyof Act of theGeneralAssembly
No. 104.

c2~.
Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


