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No. 274

AN ACT
HB 1706

Amending the act of April 6, 1951 (P.L.69, No.20), entitled “An act relating to
the rights, obligations and liabilities of landlord and tenant and of parties
dealing with them and amending, revising, changing and consolidating the
law relating thereto,” providing for landlord and tenant rights and duties in
apartment, tenement and other multiple dwelling premises.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act of April 6, 1951 (P.L..69, No0.20), known as “The
Landlord and Tenant Act of 1951,” is amended by adding an article to
read:

ARTICLE V-4
TENEMENT BUILDINGS AND MULTIPLE DWELLING
PREMISES

Section 501-A. Definitions.—As used in this article, the following
terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section unless-the
context otherwise indicates:

(1) “Tenement building” any house or building, or portion thereof,
which is intended or designed to be occupied or leased for occupeatic:;-or
actually occupied, as a home or residence for three or more households
living in separate apartments, and doing their cooking upon the
premises.

(2) “Apartment” a room or suite of two or more rooms, occupied or
leased for occupation, or intended or designed to be occupied, as a
domicile.

(3) “Multiple dwelling premises” any area occupied by dwelling
units, appurtenances thereto, grounds and facilities which dwelling
units are intended or designed to be occupied or leased for occupation,
or actually occupied, as individual homes or residences for three or more
households. “Multiple dwelling premises” shall include, inter alia,
mobile home parks.

Section 502-A. Landlord’s Duties.—The retention of control of the
stairways, passages, roadways and other common facilities of a
tenement building or multiple dwelling premises places upon the
landlord, or other possessor, the duty of reasonable care for safety in
use. This responsibility of the landlord extends not alone to the
individual tenant, but also to his family, servants and employees,
business visitors, social guests, and the like. Those who enter.in the right
of the tenant, even though under his mere license, make a permissible
use of the premises for which the common ways and facilities are
provided.
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Section 503-A. Tenant’s Duties.—The tenant shall comply with all
obligations imposed upon tenants by applicable provisions of all
municipal, county and Commonwealth codes, regulations, ordinances,
and statutes, and in particular, shall:

(1) Not permit any person on the premises with his permission to
wilfully or wantonly destroy, deface, damage, impair, or remove any
part of the structure or dwelling unit, or the facilities, equipment, or
appurtenances thereto or used in common, nor himself do any such
thing.

(2) Not permit any person on the premises with his permission to
wilfully or wantonly disturb the peaceful enjoyment of the premises by
other tenants and neighbors.

Section 504-A. Tenant’s Rights.—The tenant shall have a right to
invite to his apartment or dwelling unit such employees, business
visitors, tradesmen, deliverymen, suppliers of goods and services, and
the like as he wishes so long as his obligations as a tenant under this
article are observed. The tenant also shall have right to invite to his
apartment or dwelling unit, for a reasonable period of time, such social
guest, family or visitors as he wishes so long as his obligations as a tenant
under this article are observed. These rights may not be waived by any
provisions of a written rental agreement and the landlord and/oi owier
may not charge any fee, service charge or additional rent to the tenant
Jor exercising his rights under this act.

It is the intent of this article to insure that the landlord may invo-way
restrict the tenant’s right to purchase goods, services and the like from a
source of the tenant’s choosing and as a consequence any provisivirin-a
written agreement attempting to limit this right shall be void and
unenforceable in the courts of this Commonwealth.

APPROVED—The 10th day of December, A. D. 1974.
MILTON J. SHAPP

The foregoing is a true and correct copy of Act of the General Assembly
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Secretary of the Commonwealth.



