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AN ACT

HB 2025

Amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled “An act to
consolidate,editorially revise, and codify the public welfare laws of the
Commonwealth,”providingfor adoption opportunities.

TheGeneralAssemblyoftheCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Article VII, actof June13, 1967 (P.L.31,No.21),known
as the “Public Welfare Code,” is amendedby adding a subarticle
headingandsectionsto read:

ARTICLE VII
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

(e) AdoptionOpportunitiesAct
Section 771. Declaration of Purpose.—Thissubdivisionshall be

interpretedand construedso as to effect thefollowingpurpose: to
encourageandpromotetheplacementin adoptivehomesofchildren
who are physically and/or mentally handicapped, emotionally
disturbed, or hard to placeby virtue of age, sibling relationship,or
ethnicity.

Section772. Definitions.—Asusedin this subdivision:
“Adoption opportunity” isa subsidywhichmayincludemaintenance

cost; medical, surgical, andpsychologicalexpenses;and other costs
incident to the adoption.

“Child” meansan individualwho i~under theageofeighteenyears.
“Eligible child” meansachild in thelegalcustodyoflocalauthorities

whereparentalrights havebeenterminatedpursuantto theprocedure
setforth in Article III of the act ofJuly24, 1970 (P.L.620,No.208),
known as the “Adoption Act,” and such child has beenin foster
placementfor aperiodofnot less thansix monthsandwherethechild
has beenshown to be a difficult adoptionplacementbecauseof a
physicaland/or mentalhandicap,emotionaldisturbance,or by virtue
ofage,sibling relationship,or ethnicity.A child in thelegalcustodyof
an agencyapprovedby the departmentshall bean eligible child if the
child is certifiedas eligible by the local authorities.

“Local authorities” meanscounty institution districts or their
successors.

Section 773. Rules and Regulations.—(a)The Departmentof
Public Welfare shall establishand developcriteria andpromulgate
necessaryregulations/orpublic child welfareagenciesto implementan
adoption opportunity in accordancewith the provisions of this
subdivision(e).
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(b) Theregulationsshallinclude,butnotbelimitedto, criteriafor
identifying eligible children and adoptive homes, proceduresfor
implementing the subsidy, and reporting requirementsby local
authorities.

(c) All regulations establishedpursuant to this sectionshall be
adoptedpursuantto theact ofJuly31, 1968(P.L.769, No.240),known
asthe “CommonwealthDocumentsLaw,“and thehearingsreferredto
in section202of thatact shall be mandatory.

Section 774. Adoption Opportunity Payments and
Reimbursement.—(a)Theamountofadoptionsubsidyfor maintenance
coststo an adoptivefamily shallnotexceedthe monthlypayment-rate
for fosterfamily care in the countyin which the child resides.

(b) The departmentshall reimburselocal authoritiesfor at least
eightypercent(80%)ofthecostofan adoptionopportunitypra~zi~4fry
local authority pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision (e),
providedthe localauthoritycomplieswith the reportingrequirements
establishedby the departmentpursuantto section773.

(c) Nopublicfundsshallbeexpendedunderthissubdivision(e)on
behalfofan eligible child until all availabkbenefitsunderexisting~er
future private, public, local, State,or Federalprogramshavebeen
exhausted.Notwithstandingany other provision of law, adoptive
familiessubsidizedundertheprovisionsofthissubdivision(e) shallnot
beliablepursuantto theprovisionsoftheact ofOctober20,1966(3rd
Sp. Sess.,P.L.96, No.6), known as the ‘Mental Health andMental
RetardationAct of 1966,” or the act of June24, 1937 (P.L.2045,
No.397),knownas “The SupportLaw,” in theeventthat theadopted
child needsservicesor assistanceundertheprovisionsofArticle IV of
this act or under the provisionsof the ‘Mental Health andMental
RetardationAct of1966.”

Section2. This actshall takeeffectimmediatelysoasto permit the
Departmentof PublicWelfareto establishregulations,butnopayments
shall be madeprior to July 1, 1975.

APPROVED—The30thday of December,A. D. 1974.

MILTON J. SHAPP

Theforegoingis a trueandcorrectcopyof Act of the GeneralAssembly
No. 339. ce~.

Secretaryof the Commonwealth.


