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AN ACT

SB 1241

Making it unlawful for districtattorneysto standasidejurorsin empanellingany
jury in the trial of any indictmentcharginga felony or a misdemeanorin any
court of this Commonwealth,and regulatingthe challengingof jurors by the
Commonwealthand the defendantin suchcases.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section I. Fromandafterthepassageof thisactit shallbeunlawfulfor
any districtattorneyof anycountyin thisCommonwealth,in empanelling
any jury for the trial, in any court, of any indictmentor information
charginga felonyor a misdemeanor,to standasidejurors,but in everycase
the Commonwealthandthe defendantshall, in additionto the challenges
forcausenow allowed,beentitledto peremptorychallengesasfollows: In
all trials for misdemeanors,the Commonwealthand the defendantshall
eachbe entitled to five peremptorychallenges;in all trials for noncapital
felonies,the Commonwealthand the defendantshall eachbe entitled to
sevenperemptorychallenges;and in all trials for capital felonies, the
Commonwealthand the defendantshall each be entitled to twenty
peremptorychallenges.

Section2. The act of March6, 1901 (P.L.l6, No.11),entitled“An act
making it unlawful for district attorneys to stand aside jurors in
empanellinganyjury in the trial of any indictmentcharginga felony ora
misdemeanorin any court of this Commonwealth,and regulating the
challengingof jurors by the Commonwealthand the defendantin such
cases,” is hereby repealed.

Section3. This act shall takeeffect in 90 days.

APPROVED—The 7th day of October,A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


