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AN ACT

HB 1945

Amending the act of October 10, 1974 (P.L.705, No.235), entitled “An act
providingfor the trainingandlicensing of watchguards,protectivepatrolmen,
detectivesandcriminal investigators,carryingandusinglethal weaponsin their
employment: imposing powers and duties on the Commissionerof the
Pennsylvania State Police; and providing penalties,” granting certain
exemptions;changingdefinitions, and further providing for the powersand
duties of the commissioner.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Thedefinitionsof theterms“lethalweapons”and“privately
employedagents”of section3, actof October10, 1974(P.L.705,No.235),
known as the “Lethal WeaponsTraining Act,” are amendedto read:

Section3. Definitions.—As usedin this act:

“Lethal weapons”include but are not limited to firearms[‘mace] and
otherweaponscalculatedto produce deathor seriousbodily harm. A
concealedbilly club is a lethal weapon.Thechemicalmaceorany similar
substanceshall not be consideredas “kthal weapons“for thepurposesof
this act.

“Privately employed agents” include any personemployed for the
purposeof providingwatchguard,protectivepatrol,detectiveorcriminal
investigative serviceseither for anotherfor a fee or for his employer.
Privately employed agents do not include local, State or Federal
Governmentemployeesor thosepolice officers commissionedby the
Governorunder the act of February27, 1865(PL.225,No.228).

Section2. Subsection(b) of section4 of the act is amendedto read:
Section4. Educationand Training Program._** *

(b) All privatelyemployedagents,exceptthosewhohavebeengranted
a waiverfrom compliance herewith by the commissionerwho, as an
incidenceto their employment,carry a lethalweaponshallbe requiredto
attend the program establishedby subsection(a) of this section in
accordancewith the requirementsor regulations establishedby the
commissionerand,uponsatisfactorycompletionof suchprogram,shallbe
entitled to certification by the commissioner.

Section3. Section 5 of the act is amendedby addingaclauseto read:
Section5. Power and Duties of Commissioner.—Thecommissioner

shall havethe power andduty:
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(11) To grant waiversfrom compliancewith theprovisionsof this act
applicableto privately employedagentswho havecompleteda courseof
instruction in a training program approvedby the commissioner.

Section4. This act shall takeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The23rd day of November,A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


