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Defining emergencymedical technician;authorizingsuch personnelto render
emergencycare; exempting such personnel and physicians working in
conjunctionwith themfromcivil liability whenrenderingsuchcare~awImaking
repeals.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Definitions.—As usedin this act:
“Emergency medical technician-paramedic”(referred to as EMT-

paramedic)meansanemergencymedicaltechnicianspecificallytrainedin
an advancedprogram of emergencycardiacand noncardiaccareand
certified by the secretaryasqualified to rendertheservicesenumeratedin
section3.

“Emergency medical technician” (referred to as EMT) means an
individual who is certified by the secretaryas (1) having completedan
approvedcourseof instructioninemergencycareandtransportationofthe
sick andinjured;oras(2) havingdemonstratedcomparableknowledgeand
skills in emergencycare.

“Secretary” means the Secretaryof Health, or his duly appointed
representative.

Section 2. Treatment Rendered by Emergency Medical
Technician.—Notwithstandingthe provisionsof the act of July20, 1974
(P.L.551, No.190),known as the “Medical Practice Act of 1974,” or the
provisions of any other act to the contrary,any emergencymedical
technicianmay, in the caseof an emergency:

(1) renderemergencymedicalcare,includingpulmonaryresuscitation;
and

(2) performcardiopulmonaryresuscitation,butexcludingthoseskills
enumeratedin section3.

Section3. TreatmentRenderedby EmergencyMedical Technician-
paramedic.—Inaddition to the provisions of section2, any emergency
medicaltechnician-paramedic,mayupon order of a physician:

(I) administerparenteralmedicationsandsolutionsauthorizedby the
secretary;

(2) perform gastricand pharyngealsuctionby intubation;
(3) establishandmaintainan airway by endotrachealintubation;and
(4) performdefibrillation.
Section 4. Training and Certification.—(a) In developing training

and certification standardsfor emergency medical technicians or
emergencymedical technician-paramedics,the secretaryshall seekthe
advice of a technicalPennsylvaniaEmergencyHealthServiceCouncil.
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(b) Whenservingin this capacitymembersof the council shallserve
without compensationexceptfor travel expensesfor which they shall be
reimbursed.

Section5. Liabilities.—(a) No physician,who in good faith gives
instructionsto anemergencymedicaltechnician,shallbe liable foranycivil
damagesas a result of issuingthe instructions,unlessguilty of gross or
willful negligence.

(b) No emergency medical technician or emergency medical
technician-paramedic,who in good faith attemptsto renderemergency
careauthorizedby this act, shallbe liable for civil damagesas-arGsultofany
acts or omissions,unlessguilty of grossor willful negligence.

Section6. Repeals.—All actsor partsof actsinconsistentwith thisact
are hereby repealedto the extent of suchinconsistency.

Section7. Effective Date.—Thisact shall take effectimmediately.

APPROVED—The30thday of November,A. D. 1976.

MILTON J. SHAPP


