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No. 4

A JOINT RESOLUTION

HB 2257

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania by providing for additional judges for the Superior Court.
changing certain provisions relating to confirmation and initial terms, and
further providing for the president judge of the Superior Court and for the rule
making powers of the Supreme Court.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
resolves as follows:

Section I. The following amendment to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the
provisions of Article Xl thereof.

That section 3, subsection(c) of section IOand subsection(b) of section
13 of Article V and section Il of the Schedule to Article V of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania be amended to read:

ARTICLE V
THE JUDICIARY

§ 3. Superior Court.
The Superior Court shall be a Statewidecourt, andshall consist of the

numberofjudges,which shall benot lessthanseven judges,[oneof whom
shall be the president judge,] and [its] havesuchjurisdictionasshallbe[as]
provided by [law] Constitution or statute.Oneof itsjudgesshall be the
presidentjudge.
§ 10. Judicial Administration.

(c) The Supreme Court shall have the power to prescribe general rules
governing practice, procedure and the conduct of all courts, justices of the
peace and all officers serving process or enforcing orders, judgments or
decrees of any court or justice of the peace, including the power to provide
for assignment and reassignment of classes of actions or classes ofappeals
among the several courts as the needs of justice shall require, and for
admission to the bar and to practice law, and the administration of all
courts andsupervision of all officers ofthe Judicial Branch, ifs~uchrulesare
consistent with this Constitution and neither abridge, enlarge nor modify
the substantive rights of any litigant, nor affect the right of the General
Assembly to determine the jurisdiction of any court or justice of the peace,
nor suspend nor alter any statute of limitation or repose. All laws shall be
suspended to the extent that they are inconsistent with rules prescribed
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under these provisions.No generalrule orrule ofcourtshallbeprescribed
unlessnoticeof intention toprescribesucha ruleshall havebeenpublished
in themannerprovidedbythe GeneralAssemblyfor rulesandregulations
generallyandno generalrule or rule of courtshall takeeffectuntil it shall
havebeenpublishedin an official gazetteestablishedor designatedbythe
GeneralA ssembly.

§ 13. Election of justices, judges and justices of the peace; vacancies.

(b) Avacancy in the office ofjustice,judge or justice of the peace shall
be filled by appointment by the Governor. The appointment shall be with
the advice and consent of two-thirds of the memberselected to the Senate,
except in the case ofjustices of the peace which shall be by a majority. The
person so appointed shall serve for an initial term ending on the first
Monday of January following the next municipal election more than ten
months after the vacancy occurs, exceptin the caseofpersonsselectedas
additionaljudgesto theSuperiorCourt, where theGeneralAssemblymay
staggerandfix the length of the initial termsof suchadditionaljudgesby
referencetoany of thefirst, secondandthirdmunicipalelectionsmorethan
tenmonthsafter theadditionaljudgesare selected.Themannerbywhich
anyadditionaljudgesareselectedshall beasprovidedbyactofthe-General
Assembly.

SCHEDULE TO JUDICIARY ARTICLE

§ 11. Selection of president judges.
ta.) Except in the City of Philadelphia, section 10 (d) ofthe articleshall

become effective upon the expiration of the term of the present president
judge, or upon earlier vacancy.

(b) Notwithstandingsection10(d)of this article thePresidentJudgeof
theSuperiorCourt shall bethejudgelongestin continuousserviceon such
court if suchjudge wasa memberof such court on thefirst Mondayof
January, 1976. If no suchjudgeexistsor is willing to serveaspresident
judge thepresidentjudgeshall be selectedasprovidedby this article.

Section 2. This proposed amendment and schedule thereto shall be
submitted by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors
of the State, at the primary election or election next held after the
advertising requirements of Article Xl, section 1 of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have been satisfied.


