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Amendingtheact of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),entitled,“An actrelatingto
the public school system, including certainprovisionsapplicableas well to
privateand parochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingandchanging
the laws relatingthereto,”by providingfor theemergencygeneratedby thegas
crisis in relationship to the length of the school year, the compensationof
employesand the graduationof qualified students.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),known as the
“Public SchoolCode of 1949,” is amendedby addinga sectionto read:

Section1501.1. WeatherEmergencyof 1977.—(a) For the school
year1976-77all public and approvedprivate kindergarten;elementary
andsecondaryschools,vocational-technicalschools,andintermediateunit
programsofinstruction,shallmakeeveryeffort to keepopenfor at least
onehundredseventy-seven(177) daysofinstructionfor pupilsand, in the
alternative, the Secretaryof Educationshall authorize,withoutneedof
application, each school district to havethe option of computingthe
instructionaltime on an hourly basis, rather thana daily basis, of nine
hundred(900)hoursfor elementaryandninehundredninety(990)hours
for secondaryschools.No public or approvedprivate kindergarten,
elementary or secondary school, vocational-technical school, or
intermediateunitprogrwn of instruction whichwasclosedbecauseofthe
WeatherEmergencyandwhichmakesagoodfaitheffortacdetermined4iy
theSecretaryofEducationto keepopenfor atleastonehundredseventy-
seven(177) daysor theoptionalhourly basisofinstructionforpupilsshall
receivelesssubsidypaymentsor reimbursementsthan it wouldotherwise
beentitledto receiveonaccountoftheschoolyear1976-77.Noemployeof
anyschoolclosedbyreasonoftheWeatherEmergencyof19~77tha1treceive
moreor lesscompensationthanthat towhichtheemployewouldotherwise
havebeen entitled to from the school district, intermediateunit or
vocational-technicalschool, had the WeatherEmergencyof 1977 not
occurred.

(b) Anemployeshailnotreceiveadditionalsalaryfor servicesrendered~
on daysorfor hoursrescheduledasa resultofthe WeatherEmergencyof
1977, unlessthenumberofdaysrescheduledextendsthenumberofdays
providedfor in the original schoolcalendar;in whichcase,an employe
shallreceiveapro rata increasefor suchadditionaldays.
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(c) A schooldistrict shallnot be requiredto changeits high school
graduationscheduleor require graduatingstudentsto return to school
aftergraduationto demonstrategoodfwthfor thepurposes~of-subsection
(a).

Section2. This act shall takeeffect immediatelyand shallexpireon
June30, 1977.

APPROVED—The1st day of June,A. D. 1977.

MILTON J. SHAPP


