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No. 1977-46

ANACT

SB 804

Amendingthe act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),entitled“An act relatingto
the public school system, including certain provisionsapplicableas well to
privateand parochialschools;amending,revising,consolidatingand changing
the lawsrelatingthereto,”changingdatesof organizationalmeetings,levying of
school taxesand the taxing powersof boardsof educationof schooldistricts-of
the first classA.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section401,actof March 10,1949 (P.L.30, No.14),known
as the“Public SchoolCodeof 1949,”is amendedby addinga subsectionto
read:

Section401. Beginningof SchoolYear; OrganizationMeetings.—

(a.J) In all schooldistrictsof thefirst classA, theschooldirectorxshail
meet andorganizeannually during thefirst weekof December.

Section2. Section652 of the act, amendedMay 29, 195! (P.L.436,
No.103),is amendedto read:

Section 652. Tax Levy; Purposes; Limitations.—In all school
districts of the first class [and first class A] the school taxesfor the
following fiscal year shall be levied annually, by the board of public
educationthereof,on or afterthesecondMondayof Novemberandbefore
the first Mondayof Decemberfollowing. In all schooldistrictsofthefirsi
classA theschooltaxesforthefollowingfiscalyearshall beleviedannaally
by theboardofpublic educationon orafterthefirstMondayafDecombcr
andbeforetheendof thecurrentfiscalyear.Theboardof publiceducation
thereofshall annuallylevy a tax on eachdollar of thetotal assessmentsof
all propertyassessedandcertified for taxationin said district, which tax
shall be ascertained,determined,and fixed by adding togetherthe
following:

(1) An amount which, with all moneys received from the
Commonwealthapplicablethereto,shallbesufficientto paytheminimum
salariesand incrementsof the teachingand supervisorystaffthereofas
fixed andprovidedby law andto pay thecontributionsof-saiddistri-cuo
theteachers’retirementsystem.Forthe purposeof computingtheamount
requiredto pay the minimum salariesandincrementsfixed by law, but
without otherwiselimiting therights of thedistrict to employ teachersor
otheremployes,(i) The numberof teacherson the salaryscheduleof the
elementaryschoolsshallnot exceedone for every thirty pupilsinaverage
dailymembershipin suchschools,(ii) Thenumberofteachersonihesalary
scheduleof the junior highschoolsshall not exceedonefor everytwenty-
two pupilsinaveragedaily membershipin suchschools,(iii) Thenumberof



SESSIONOF 1977 Act 1977-46 179

teacherson the salaryscheduleof theseniorhighschoolsshallnotexceed
one for every twenty-two pupils in averagedaily membershipin such
schools,(iv) Thenumberof teacherswith salariesandincrementsfixed by
law,on anysalaryschedulenowestablishedor hereafterestablished,and
not speciallymentionedin this act, shall notexceedonefor everytwenty-
two pupils in averagedaily membership,(v) Thenumberof principalsin
the elementaryschools,andthe principalsin chargeof all othercharacter
of schools now establishedor hereafterestablished,and not specially
mentionedin this act,shallnotexceedoneforeverysix hundredpupilsin
averagedailymembershipin suchschools,(vi) Thenumberof principalsin
the junior andseniorhigh schoolsshall not exceedone for every twelve
hundredpupils in averagedaily membershipin such schools,(vii) The
numberof supervisorsin all schoolsshall not exceedonefor everyfifteen
hundred pupils in average daily membership,(viii) The number of
attendanceofficers andhomeandschoolvisitors shall notexceedonefor
everytwo thousandpupilsin averagedaily membershipin all elementary
andsecondaryschools,(ix) In all adultandextensionschoolclasses,the
numberof teachersshallnotexceedoneforeverytwentypupil-s-in-average-
daily membershipin suchschools.

Thesalaryandincrements,fixed bylaw, of membersoftheteachingand
supervisorystaffwhosenumberisnotinsomemannerlimited hereby,shall
not beincludedwithin thepurposesauthorizedby clause(1) ofthissection,
but shall be construedandregardedas constitutingexpenseswithin the
meaningof clause(3) of this section.

Average daily membership,as used herein, shall be based upon
membershipduring the precedingschool term.

(2) An amountsufficientto paythe intereston, andretireat maturity
theprincipalof, the indebtednessof saiddistrict incurredas-authorizedby
law.

(2.1) An amountsufficient to pay anyrentalsagreedto bepaidto the
StatePublic SchoolBuilding Authority or anyotherauthoritycreatedby
the GeneralAssembly,havingState-widejurisdiction.

(3) An amountsufficientto payall otherexpensesandrequirementsof
saidschooldistrict,whichamountshallbeequivalentto notlessthanthree,
nor more than five, mills on the dollar of the total assessmentof all
propertyassessedand certifiedfor taxationtherein.

Thetotalannualschooltax levy forall purposesinanyschooldistrictof
thefirst classshallnot be morethanelevenand three-quarter(11 3/4) mills
on the dollar of the total assessmentof all propertyassessedandcertified
for taxationin the territory constitutingthe district.

Section3. Subclause(iv) of clause(1) of subsection(a)of section652.1
oftheact,addedDecember19, 1975(P.L. 511,No.150),isamendedtoread:

Section652.1. TaxingPowerof ElectedBoardof PublicEducationof
SchoolDistrictsof the First ClassA.—(a) TheelectedBoardof Public
Educationin any schooldistrict of thefirst classA shallhaveauthorityto
imposetaxesfor the purposesof such schooldistrictas follows:

(1) Without ordinance and under the following statutes their
reenactmentsandamendments,at the ratesfixed therein,namely:

***
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[(iv) Real property tax acts:
Act of November 19, 1959(P.L.1552, No.557),(additional 2 mills),
Act of August 8, 1963 (P.L.585,No.304),(additional 1 miii),
Act of May 23, 1949 (P.L.1661,No.505),(additional 1 J/

2
mills),

Act of July 12, 1957 (P.L.837, No.386),(additional 3/4 mill) and section
652 of this act, (11 ¾mills).]

(iv) Realproperty tax acts:
Act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),11.75mills,
Act ofNovember30, 1955(P.L. 793, No.226),1.5 mills,
Act of July 12,1957 (P.L.837, No.386),.75 mills,
Act of November19, 1959(P.L.1552,No.557), 2 mills,
Act of October21, 1965 (FL.650, No.321),1 mill,
Act of November26, 1968(P.L.1098,No.340), 6 mills,
Act of December15, 1975 (F.L.483,No.143), 6 mills.

Section4. Thisact shall take effectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The5th day of August, A. D. 1977.

MILTON J. SHAPP


