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No. 1978-40

AN ACT

SB 1122

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,providing for the gradingof theoffenseof theft of services.
The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3926 of Title 18, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230),known as the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is
amendedto read:
§ 3926. Theft of services.

(a) Acquisition of services.—
(1) A personis guilty of theft if he intentionally obtainsservices

which he knows are availableonly for compensation,by deceptionor
threat,orby falsetokenorothertrick orartifice toavoidpaymentfor the
service.

(2) As usedin this section,the word “service” includes,but is not
limited to, labor, professional service, transportationservice, the
supplyingof hotelaccommodations,restaurantservices,entertainment,
the supplyingofequipmentforuse,andthesupplyingofcommoditiesof
a public utility naturesuch as gas,electricity, steamandwater, and
telephoneservice.

(3) Wherecompensationfor serviceis ordinarily paid immediately
upon the rendering of such service,as in the case of hotels and
restaurants,refusal to pay or abscondingwithout paymentor offer to
pay gives rise to a presumptionthat the service was obtainedby
deceptionas to intention to pay.
(b) Diversionof services.—Apersonis guilty of theft if, havingcontrol

over the dispositionof servicesof othersto which he is not entitled,he
knowingly diverts such servicesto his own benefit or to the benefitof
anothernot entitled thereto.

(c) Grading.—
(1) An offenseunder this section constitutesa summaryoffense

when the valueof theservicesobtainedor divertedis’ less than $50.
(2) When the valueof the servicesobtained or divertedis’ $50 or

more, thegrading of theoffenseshall beasestablishedin section3903
(relating to grading of theft offenses).

(3) Amountsinvolvedin theftofservicescommittedpursuantto one
schemeor courseof conduct, whetherfrom thesamepersonor several
persons,maybe aggregatedin determiningthegradeof theoffense.
Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.
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APPROvED—The28thday of April, A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


