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No. 1978-105

AN ACT
SB 1180

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled “An act relating to
the public school system, mcludmg certain provisions applicable as well to
private and parochial schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing
the laws relating thereto,” changing provisions relating to election of school
directors by regions and further providing for the terms of school directors, for
school terms and sessions, and ﬁ)r food service programs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1.  Subsections (a)and (b) of section 303, act of March 9, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the “Public School Code of 1949,” amended
August 8, 1963 (P.L.564, No0.299), are amended to read:

Section 303. Number and Election in Districts of the Second, Third
and Fourth Classes; Terms of Office.—(a) In each school district of the
second class, and on and after July 1, 1966, or if there is advance
establishment July 1, 1964, or July 1, 1965, as the case may be, in each
schooldistrict of the second, third and fourth class, there shall be a board of
nine (9) school directors, who, except as otherwise provided in this act,
shall be elected at large for terms of six (6) years. The terms of three of the
members shall expire on the first Monday of December of each odd
numbered year, as now provided by law. At each municipal election, three
school directors, except as otherwise provided in thisact, shall be elected at
large for terms of six (6) years. Their terms of office shall begin on the first
Monday of December following their election. Beginning with the terms to
be filled at the municipal election held in 1979 and each odd numbered year
thereafter, the terms of school directors so elected shall be four (4) years.

(b) [The interim operating committee or after the date of establishment
the board of school directors of a newly established school district, may, if
it so chooses, develop a plan to divide the school district into either three er
nine regions. The boundaries of the regions shall be fixed and established iz-
such manner that the population of each region shall be as nearly equal as
possible and shall be compatible with the boundaries of election districts.
Such plan for the division of the school district shall be submitted for
approval to the court of quarter sessions. If approved by such court, the
clerk thereof shall certify the regional boundaries contained therein-te the
county board of elections. In the event of any division, redivision,
alteration, change or consolidation of election districts which renders
regional boundaries incompatible with the boundaries of election-distriets,
a new plan shall be developed and submitted for court approval in like
manner. Any proposed change in an approved plan, including abolition of
regional representation, shall be submitted for approval to the court of
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quarter sessions by the board of school directors. Where a three region plan
is approved, three school directors who reside in each region shall be
elected-or appointed as hereinafter provided by and from each region and
at all times each region shall be represented by three directors elected or
appointed as hereinafter provided from that region. Where a nine region
plan is approved, one school director who resides in each region shall be
elected or appointed as hereinafter provided by and from eachregionand
at all times each region shall be represented by a director elected or
appointed as hereinafter provided from that region.]

(1) The interim operating committee or the board of school directors
may develop a plan to elect school directors from regions or to-elect soime
school directors at large and some from regions. Such a plan may also be
developed by the resident electors of a school district as provided herein
and shall have the same effect as one developed by the board of school
directors.

(2) Electors equal to at least twenty-five (25) per centum of the highest
vote cast for any school director in the last municipal electiormay develop
a plan to elect school directors from regions or to elect some school
directors from regions and some from the school district at large. Plans
proposed by electors shall be subject to the same requirements as plans
proposed by the board of school directors.

(3) The boundaries of the regions shall be fixed and established irrszete
manner that the population of each region shall be as nearly equal as
possible and shall be compatible with the boundaries of election-districts.
Such plan for the division of the school district shall be submitted for
approvalto the court of commonpleas. If approved by such.court, the clerk
thereof shall certify the regional boundaries contained therein to the
county board of elections. In the event of any division, redivision,
alteration, change or consolidation of election districts which renders
regional boundaries incompatible with the boundaries of electisndistricts,
a new plan shall be developed and submitted for court approval in like
manner. Any proposed change in an approved plan, including abolition of
regional representation, shall be submitted for approval to the court of
common pleas by the board of school directors, or by a petition of the
resident electors within the district. Where a region plan is approved,
school directors who reside in each region shall be elected by gzdfrorscach
region. At all times each region shall be represented by directors. elezied or
appointed from that region. Where a combination at large and region plan
is approved, all regions shall have an equalnumber of school directors whe:
reside in each region and who shall be elected or appointed by and from
each region. At all times each region shall be represented by a director or
directors elected or appointed from that region. All plans shall provide that
three school directors shall be elected at each municipal election. In a
combination at large and region plan, the number of regions shallbe three.
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In a region plan not combining at large directors, the number of regions
shall be three or nine.

* X % .

Section 2. Section 504 of the act, amended January 14, 1952
(P.L.1895, No0.519), is amended to read:

Section 504. Cafeterias.—(a) The board of school directors in any
school district shall have power to establish, equip, maintain, and operate
cafeterias, or to contract for any services necessary for the operation of a
Jood service program, in any of the schools under its jurisdiction, whenever
in its judgment it is deemed advisable to do so, and shall have power to
appoint such directors, supervisors, or other employes as are necessary,
and set and pay their salaries.

(b) The cost of housing, equipping and operating such cafeterias may
be charged against the funds of the school district.

(c) The food served shall be sold to the pupils, teachers, and school
employes of the cafeterias at such price as will not materially exceed the
cost of operation.

(d) 1t shall be legal for boards of school directors to authorize the
proper school employe to purchase perishable food supplies for cafeterias
without advertising for bids. '

(e) There shall be a separate cafeteria fund, and all payments from said
fund shall be made upon a special order drawn by the school employe
authorized to purchase food supplies. Said employe shall present each
month to the board of directors, for approval, a statement of receipts and
expenditures.

(f) The accounts shall be subject to examination by the auditors of the
school district in like manner as other accounts of the school district. Any
balance of funds accruing from the operation of the cafeteria must be used
only for the improvement or maintenance of the cafeteria and may not be
used for other purposes.

Section 3. Subsection (a) of section 1504 of the act, amended July 30,
1969 (P.L.201, No.80), is amended to read:

Section 1504. Dates and Times of School Terms and Sessions;
Commencement.—(a) The board of school directors of each school
district shall fix the date of the beginning of the school term. Unless
otherwise determined by the board, the daily session of schoolshall open at
nine ante-meridian and close at four post-meridian, with an intermission of
one hour at noon, and an intermission of fifteen minutes in the forenoon
and in the afternoon. Upon request of a board of school directors for an
exception to the aforesaid daily schedule, the [Superintendent of Public
Instruction] Secretary of Education may, when in his opinion a
meritorious educational program warrants, approve a school week
containing a minimum of twenty seven and one-half hours of instruction as
the equivalent. of five (5) school days, or a school year containing a
minimum of nine hundred ninety hours of instruction at the secondary .
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level or nine hundred (900) hours of instruction at the elementary level as
the equivalent of one hundred eighty (180) school days. Professional and
temporary professional employes shall be allowed a lunch period free of
supervisory or other duties of at least thirty minutes. The provisions of this
subsection shall not be construed to repeal any rule or regulation of any
board of school directors now in effect which provides for a lunch period
longer than the minimum prescribed herein or to repeal any action of any
board of school directors taken in compliance with section 7 of the act of
July 25, 1913 (P.L.1024, No.466), entitled “An act to protect the public
health and welfare, by regulating the employment of females in certain
establishments, with respect to their hours of labor and the conditions of
" their employment; by establishing certain sanitary regulations in the
establishments in which they work; by requiring certain abstracts and
notices to be posted; by providing for the enforcement of this act by the
Commissioner of Labor and Industry and others; by prescribing penalties
for violations thereof; by defining the procedure in prosecutions; and by
repealingall acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions therest,”
as amended.
* % X%

Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The Ist day of July, A. D. 1978.
MILTON J. SHAPP



