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No. 1978-171

AN ACT
HB 404

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled “An act concerning
elections, including general municipal, special and primary elections, the
nomination of candidates, primary and election expenses and election contests;
creating and defining membershxp of county boards of elections; imposing duties
upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of elections,
county commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the act,and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relatmg thereto; and repeahng certain acts
and parts of acts relating to elections,” providing for the control of donations and
contributions to committees, imposing additional duties on candidates and
treasurers, requiring certain statements of lobbyists, making certain repeals, and
increasing penalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Sections 1601, 1602, 1602.1, 1603, 1604, 1605, 1605.1, 1606,
1607, 1608, 1609, 1610, 1610.1, 1611, 1612, 1613, and 1614, act of June 3,
1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the “Pennsylvania Election Code,” are
repealed.

Section 2. The act is amended by adding sections to read:

Section 1621. Definitions.—As used in this article, the following
words have the following meanings:

(a) The word “candidate” shall mean any individual who seeks
nomination or election to public office, whether or not such individual is
nominated or elected. For the purpose of this article, an individual shall be
deemed to be seeking nomination or election to such office if he has:

(1) Received a contribution or made an expenditure or has given his
consent for any other person or committee to receive a contribution or
make an expenditure, for the purpose of influencing his nomination or
election to such office, whether or not the individual has made known the
specific office for which he or she will seek nomination or election at the
time the contribution is received or the expenditure is made; or

(2) Taken the action necessary under the laws of the Commonwealth to
qualify himself for nomination or election to such office.

(b) The word “contribution” shall mean any payment, gift
subscription, assessment, contract, payment for services, dues, loan,
Jorbearance, advance or deposit of money or any valuable thing, to a
candidate or political committee made for the purpose of influencing-any
election in this Commonwealth or for paying debts incurred by or for a
candidate or committee before or after any election. “Contribution” shall
also include the purchase of tickets for events such as dinners, luncheons,
rallies and all other fund-raising events; the granting of discounts or rebates
not available to the general public; or the granting of discounts or rebates
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by television and radio stations and newspapers not extended on an equal
basis to all candidates for the same office; and any payments provided for
the benefit of any candidate, including any payments for the services of any
person serving as an agent of a candidate or committee by a person other
than the candidate or committee or a person whose expenditures the
candidate or committee must report under this act. The word
“contribution” includes any receipt or use of anything of value received by
a political committee from another political committee and also includes
any return on investments by a political committee.

(c) The word “election” shall mean any retention, primary, special,
municipal or general election at which candidates appear on the ballot for
nomination or election or at which questions are to be voted on by the
electors of this Commonwealth.

(d) The word “expenditure” shall mean:

(1) The payment, distribution, loan or advancement of money or any
valuable thing by a candidate, political committee or other person for the
purpose of influencing the outcome of an election;

(2) The payment, distribution, loan, advance or transfer of monéy or
other valuable thing between or among political committees;

(3) Theproviding of a service or other valuable thing for the purpose of
influencing the outcome of a nomination or election of any person to any
public office to be voted for in this Commonwealth; or

(4) The payment or providing of money or other valuable thing by any
person other than a candidate or political committee, to compensate any
person for services rendered to a candidate or political committee.

(e) The words “independent expenditure” shall mean an expenditure
by a person made for the purpose of influencing an election without
cooperation or consultation with any candidate or any political committee
authorized by that candidate and which is not made in concert with or at
the request or suggestion of any candidate or political committee or agent
thereof.

(f) The word “lobbyist” shall mean any person who is registered
pursuant to the provisions of the act of September 30, 1961 (P.L.1778,
No.712), known as the “Lobbying R egistration and Regulation Act.”

(8) The word “pledge” shall mean any written contract, promise or
agreement to contribute personally money or anything of value.

th) The words “political committee” shall mean any committee, club,
association or other group of persons which receives contributions or
makes expenditures.

(i) The words “prosecutorial officer” shall mean the A ttorney General
of this Commonwealth or the district attorneys of the respective counties.

(i) The word “supervisor” shall mean the Secretary of the
Commonwealth or the respective county boards of elections.

(k) The words “valuable thing” shall mean all securities, goods,
facilities, equipment, supplies, personnel, advertising, services,
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membership lists commonly offered or used commercially oretker in-kind
contributions provided without compensation, except voluntary personal
services provided by individuals who volunteer a portion orall of theirtime
on behalf of a candidate or political committee, or at compensation which
is below the usual and normal compensation for the items. The dollar value
of a contribution of a valuable thing is the difference between the usualand
normal charge for goods or services at the time of the contribution and the
amount charged the candidate or political committee.

Section 1622. Organization of Political Committees; Treasurer and
A ssistant Treasurer; Records of Candidate and Committees.—

(a) Every political committee shall have a treasurer and a chairman.
No contribution shall be received nor shall any expenditure be made when
there is a vacancy in either one of these offices. All money received and
disbursed by a political committee must be done through the treasurer of
the committee.

(b) Every candidate who authorizes a committee or committees, to
receive and disburse funds on behalf of this candidacy, shall name a sole
treasurer, irrespective of the number of committees so authorized, to
receive and disburse all funds for said committees. Nothing herein shall be
construed to prohibit a candidate from receiving or expending moneys on
his behalf or a treasurer of a political party committee or a committee
authorized to receive and distribute funds on behalf of more than one (1)
candidate from receiving or expending moneys on behalf of said
candidates, notwithstanding the appointment of a sole treasurer. A sole
treasurer may delegate authority, in writing, to any number of assistant
treasurers to receive and disburse moneys collected on behalf of a
candidate for election. Nothing in this section shall prohibit authorized
individuals from selling tickets or soliciting funds when fundsare-deposited
in the campaign account of the candidate.

(c) Each candidate and committee shall keep records of the namesand
addresses of each person from whom a contribution of over ten dollars
($10) has been received and a record of all other informatior-=sg:sirsdio bz
reported pursuant to this act: All such records shall be retained by the
candidate or treasurer for a period of five (5) years after such informatios: is
reported as required by this act.

(d) Any person receiving any contribution on behalf of a political
committee or candidate shall turn such contributions over to-the treasurer
of that committee or the candidate within ten (10) days of its receipt.

Section 1623. Authorization of Political Committee.—No treasurer of
any political committee shall receive any money on behalf of a candidate
until such political committee shall have been so authorized in writing by
the candidate on a form designed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
A copy of such written authorization shall be filed with the appropriate
supervisor; however the treasurer of any State, county, city, borough,
township, ward or other regularly constituted party committee of any
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political party or political body is hereby authorized to receive money on
behalf of the candidates of such political party or political body in a
general, municipal or special election, without special written
authorization from such candidate.

Section 1624. Registration.—

{a) Any political committee which receives contributions in an
aggregate amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or more shall file a
registration statement, designed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
with the appropriate supervisor within twenty (20) days after the date on
which it receives such amount. Each committee in existence shall have sixty
(60) days from the effective date of this amendatory act to comply with the
requirements of this section.

(b) Each registration statement shall contain the following
information:

(I) The name, addresses and phone numbers of the political
committee. *

(2) The name, address and phone number of the committee’s treasurer.

(3) The name, address and phone number of the committee’s
chairman.

(4) The names, addresses and relationships of other affiliated or
connected organizations. )

{5) The candidates, if any, and their names and addresses.

(6) The ballot question, if any, which the committee intends to support
or oppose.

(7) The banks, safety deposit boxes or other repositories and their
addresses used by the committee.

(8) The proposed period of operation of the committee.

(c) The committee shall inform the appropriate supervisor of any
changes in the information contained in subsection (b) within thirty (30)
days of that change.

(d) No political committee which receives an aggregate amount of
contributions of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or more may make a
contribution to any candidate or political committee unless it has
registered with the appropriate supervisor.

Section 1625. Statements by Lobbyists.—

(a) Any lobbyist who has given a contribution or pledge regardless of
amount, to any candidate, shall be subject to the same registration and
reporting provisions as are political committees.

(b) The registration statement required by section 1624 shall be filed-by
a lobbyist who has given a contribution or pledge regardlessef ar:curit, to
any candidate.

Section 1626. Reporting by Candidate and Political Committees and -
other Persons.—

(a) Each treasurer of a political committee and each candidate for
election to public office shall file with the appropriate supervisor reports of
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receipts and expenditures on forms, designed by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, if the amount received or expended or liabilities incurred
shall exceed the sum of two hundred fifty dollars ($250). Should such an
amount not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250), then the candidate or
the treasurer of the committee shall file a sworn statement to that effect
with the appropriate supervisor rather than the report required by this
section.

(b) Each report shall include the following information:

(1) The full name, mailing address, occupation and name of employer,
if any, or the principal place of business, if self-employed, of each person
who has made one or more contributions to or for such committee or
candidate within the reporting period in an aggregate amount or value in
excess of two hundred fifty dollars ($250), together with the amount and
date of such contributions. The accuracy of the information furnished to
the candidate or committee shall be the responsibility of the contributor.

(2) The full name and mailing address of each person who has made
one or more contributions to or for such committee or candidate within the
reporting period in an aggregate amount or value in excess of fifty dollars
(850), together with the amount and date of such contributions. The
accuracy of the information furnished by the contributor shall be the
responsibility of the contributor.

(3) The total sum of individual contributions made to or for such
committee or candidate during the reporting period and not reported
under clauses (1) and (2).

(4) Each and every expenditure, the date made, the full name and
address of the person to whom made and the purpose for which such
expenditure was made.

(5) Any unpaid debts and liabilities, with the nature and amount of
each, the date incurred and the fullname and address of the person owed.

(6) Theaccount shallinclude any unexpended balance of contributions
or other receipts appearing from the last account filed.

(c) A report filed under the provisions of this act shall be accompanied
by vouchers for all sums expended amounting to more than twenty-five
dollars (3$25).

(d) Pre-election reports by candidates for offices to be voted for by the
electors of the State at large and all political committees, which have
expended money for the purpose of influencing the election of such
candidate, shall be filed not later than forty-five (45) days and ten (10) days
prior to an election, provided that the initial pre-election report shall be
complete as of fifty (50) days prior to the election and the subsequent pre-
election report shall be complete as of fifteen (15) days prior to.the election.
Pre-election reports by all other candidates and political committees which.
have received contributions or made expenditures for the purpose of
influencing an election shall be filed not later than ten (10) days prior to an
election, provided that such report be complete as of fifteen (15) days prior
to the election.



898 Act 1978-171 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

{e) Al candidates or political committees, required to file under this
section, shall also file a post-election report not later than thirty (30) days
after an election which shall be complete as of twenty (20) days after the
election.

(f) Each report shall also contain a summary, on a separate page, of the
information required by subsection (b).

(g) Every person, other than a political committee or candidate, who
makes independent expenditures expressly advocating the election or
defeat of a clearly identified candidate, or question appearing on the ballot,
other than by contribution to a political committee or candidate, in an
aggregate amount in excess of one hundred dollars ($100) during a
calendar year shall file with the appropriate supervisor, on a formprepared
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, a report which shall include the
same information required of a candidate or political committee receiving
such a contribution and, additionally, the name of the candidate or
question supported or opposed. Reports required by this subsection shall
be filed on dates on which reports by political committees making
expenditures are required to report under this section.

(h) Allreports required to be filed pursuant to this section shall be filed
pursuant to section 1630.

Section 1627. Annual Reports.—

(a) All political committees and candidates, including those
committees and candidates filing reports under section 1626 (d) and (e),
shall file a report on January 31 of each year which shall be complete as of
January 15 of each year. Such reports shall be filed annually at this time
until there is no balance or debt in the report of the candidate or political
committee. Such reports shall be cumulative. However, if there has been no
change in the account, then the candidate or political committee shall file a
statement to that effect with the appropriate supervisor.

(b) Any political committee required to be registered under this act and
not reporting under section 1626 shall file an annual report under this
section.

Section 1628. Late Contributions and Independent Expenditures.—

Any candidate or political committee, authorized by a candidate and
created solely for the purpose of influencing an election on behalf of that
candidate, which receives any contribution or pledge of five hundred
dollars (3500) or more, and any person making an independent
expenditure, as defined by this act, of five hundred dollars ($500) or more
after the final pre-election report has been deemed completed shall report
such contribution, pledge or expenditure to the appropriate supervisor by
telegram. Such telegram shall be sent by the candidate, chairman or
treasurer of the political committee within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt
of the contribution. It shall be the duty of the supervisor to confirm the
substance of such telegram. Any candidate, chairman or treasurer may also
comply with this section by appearing personally before such supervisor
and reporting such late contributions or pledges.



SESSION OF 1978 Act 1978-171 899

Section 1629. Oath of Compliance; Perjury; Disqualification from
Office; Commercial Use.—

(a) Each report shall be subscribed and sworn to by the individual
submitting the report. In addition, any report filed by a political
commiittee, authorized by a candidate and created solely for the purpose of
influencing an election on behalf of that candidate, must be accompanied
by an affidavit from that candidate which provides that, to the best of the
candidate’s knowledge, the political committee has not violated any
provision of this act.

(b) Any wilfully false, fraudulent or misleading statement or entry
made by any candidate or treasurer in any statement or reportunder.oath.
as required by this article, shall constitute the crime of perjury, and be
punishable as such according to the laws of this Commonwealth.

(c) Any person hereafter convicted of such an act shall be disqualified
Jrom holding public office in this Commonwealth. Conviction, as used in
this subsection, shall include a finding or verdict of guilt, an admission of
guilt, or a plea of nolo contendere.

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to use the contents of any
statement or report filed under this article for any commercial purpose
whatsoever.

Section 1630. Residual Funds.—

In the event that a candidate or political committee terminates its
financial activity as such, then the disbursement of any residual funds
remaining in such an account shall be made in the following manner:

(1) any such funds may be used for any expenditure as defined by this
article; and

(2) may be returned, pro rata, to the contributors by the candidate or
treasurer of the political committee. A final report must be made by the
next January 31 in accordance with section 1627,

Section 1631. Place of Filing.—

Any statement or report required by this article to be filed, shall be done
in the following manner:

(1) (i) Any candidate, individual, or committee required to file a report
concerning any candidate shall file that statement or report in the office of
the supervisor with whom the candidate filed a nomination paper,
nomination certificate, nomination petitions or with the supervisor with
whom the candidate would have filed such if he had sought nomination in
that manner.

(ii) Al candidates and political committees, authorized by candidates
and created solely for the purpose of influencing the election of such
candidates, who must file reports with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, shall also file copies of their reports in the county in which
the candidate resides.

(2) () Any stateinent or report concerning an issue to be voted on by
the electors of the State at large shall be filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth. '
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(ii) Any statement or report concerning any other issue to be voted on
by the electors of this Commonwealth shall be filed in the county wherein
the electors reside.

(3) However, if any report of any political committee concerns both
candidates who file for nomination with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth and candidates who file with a county board of elections,
then such report shall be filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Section 1632. Late Filing Fee; Certificate of Filing.—

(a) A late filing fee for each report or statement of expenditures and
contributions which is not filed within the prescribed period shall be
imposed as follows. Such fee shall be ten dollars (310) for each day or part
of a day excluding Sundays and holidays that a report is overdue. An
additional fee of ten dollars ($10) is due for each of the first 3iz{&) days that
a report is overdue. The maximum fee payable with respect to a single
report is two hundred fifty dollars ($250). A supervisor shall receive an
overdue report or statement even if any late filing fee due has not been paid
but the report or statement shall not be considered officially filed until all
Jees have been paid upon the receipt by the supervisor of an everducrcpert.
No further late filing fees shall be incurred notwithstanding e fact ihcthe
report or statement is not considered officially filed. The late filing fee is the
personal liability of the candidate or treasurer of apolitical comimitteeand
cannot be paid from contributions to the candidate or committee, nor may
such fee be considered an expenditure.

(b) No person shall be deemed elected to a public office under the laws
of this Commonwealth or enter upon the duties thereof, or receive any
salary or emoluments therefrom until all of the reports and statements of
contributions and expenditures required to be filed by any candidate and
treasurers of committees authorized by such candidate and due before the
person may take office, have been filed. No candidate may be sworn in until
the appropriate supervisor certifies that all required reports have been
filed, and no official of the Commonwealth or any of its political
subdivisions may issue a commission or administer an oath of office until
that official has received this certification. No certification shall be issued
until the supervisor has received post election reports of anycandidate and.
treasurer of committees authorized by such candidate.

Section 1633. Contributions or Expenditures by National Banks,
Corporations or Labor Organizations.—

(a) It is unlawful for any National or State bank, or any corporation,
incorporated under the laws of this or any other State or any foreign
country, except those corporations formed primarily for political purgeses
or as a political committee, or any labor organization to make a
contribution or expenditure in connection with the election of any
candidate or for any political purpose whatever except in esnnectior witk
any question to be voted on by the, electors of this Commonwealth.
Furthermore, it shall be unlawful for any candidate, political committee, or
other person to knowingly accept or receive any contribution prekibitsd by
this section, or for any officer or any director of any corporation, bank, or
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any labor organization to consent to any contribution or expenditure by
the corporation, bank or labor organization, as the case may be, prohibited
by this section. '

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “labor organization” shall
mean any organization of any kind, or any agency or employe
representation committee or plan, in which employes participate and
which exists for the purpose, in whole or inpart, of dealing with employers
concerning grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay, hours of
employment, or conditions of work.

(c) No provision of the laws of this Commonwealth shall be deemed to
prohibit a loan of money by a National or State bank made in_accordance
with the applicable banking laws and regulations in the ordinary-ccurse ef
business; however, any such loans shall be included in the reports filed by
the candidates and political committees.

(d) No provision of the laws of this Commonwealth shall be deemed to
prohibit direct private communications by a corporation to its members
and their families on any subject, nonpartisan registration and get-out-vote
campaigns by a corporation aimed at its stockholders and their farmikissor
by a labor organization aimed at its members and their families, and the
establishment, and administration by a corporation or a labor
organization, of a separate segregated fund which fund is to be created by
voluntary individual contributions, solicited by the corporation or labor
organization, and to be utilized for political purposes, provided that any
separate segregated fund shall be deemed to be a political committee for
purposes of this article.

Section 1634. Contributions by Agents; Anonymous Contributions;
Bribery for Contributions; Cash Contributions.—

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to make any contribution with
Junds designated or given to him for the purpose by any other person. Each
person making a contribution shall do so only in his own name.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any candidate or political committee to
disburse money received from an anonymous source. All suchmoney shall
be handed over to the State Treasurer within twenty (20) days of its receipt.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to make contributions of
currency of the United States or currency of any foreign country-to or for
the benefit of any candidate which in the aggregatg, exceed one hundred
dollars ($100), with respect to any candidate for election.

Section 1635. Independent Audit.—

(a) Every two (2) years, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall
contract for the services of a certified public accountant or-certified public
accounting firm. Such contract shall be awarded on a bid basis and no
certified public accountant or certified public accounting firm shall be
eligible to obtain such a contract for two (2) successive contract periods.

(b) The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall select by lottery, at a
public drawing, forty (40) days after each election the names of ten (10) per
cent of all candidates filing with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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(c) The certified public accountant shall audit the reports of all such
candidates and those committees, authorized and created solely for the
purposes of influencing an election on behalf of those candidates.

(d) The accountants shall conduct their audit in accord with sound
accounting principles and shall make findings of any possible violationsof
this act with respect to campaign contributions or expenses. All audited
candidates and their committees shall furnish any records to the
accountants which the accountants deem necessary for the completion of
their work.

(e) The accountant shall report his or her findings to the Secretary of
the Commonwealth who shall make public the report of the accountants.

(f) The accountants shall also furnish a report of their findings to the
Attorney General for the institution of such criminal proceedings as he or
she shall deem necessary.

Section 1636. Audit of Expense A ccounts.~—

(a) Within ninety (90) days after the last day for filing any report and
affidavit required by this act, any five (5) electors of the Commonwealth or
of the political subdivision may present a petition to the court of common
pleas of the county inwhich is situated the office where suck-originalreport
has been filed or with the Commonwealth Court in the case of original
report filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth for an audit of such
report. Thereupon the court shall direct the officer or board with whom
such report has been filed to certify the same to the court forawditandmay,
in its discretion, require security to be entered for costs. The court may, in
its discretion, appoint an auditor to audit such report, but the fees of such
auditor shall be a reasonable sum per day for each day actually engaged.
The court or auditor shall fix a day as early as may be convenient for the
audit, at which time the person by whom such report has been filed shall be
required to be present in person to vouch his report and to-answer on cath
or affirmation all such relevant questions concerning the same, as may be
put to him by the petitioners or their counsel. The auditor shall issue
subpoenas to all parties whom the petitioners or the filer of the reportmay
require, to give evidence concerning such report, and he shall determine,
subject to exception, all questions as to the admissibility of evidence, and
shall file a copy of the evidence with his findings. If upon the audit, the
court shall decide that the report was false in any substantial manner, or
that any expenses have been incurred in contravention of this aet, the costs
of said audit shall be paid by the filer of the report, otherwise the court shall
make such order as to payment of costs as shall be just in the circumnstances.

(b) If the court shall decide upon the audit that any person, whether a
candidate or not, has accepted contributions or incurred expense or has
expended or disbursed money in contravention of this act, or has otherwise
violated any of the provisions of this act, it shall certify its decision to the
appropriate prosecutorial officer and it shall thereupon be the dity-of such
officer to institute criminal proceedings as he or she shall deem necessary.
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(c) No person shall be excused from answering any question in any
proceeding under this section on the ground that such answer would tend
to incriminate him, but no such answer shall be used as evidence against
such person in any criminal action or prosecution whatever; except in an
action for perjury in giving such testimony.

Section 1637. Proceedings Against Candidates Violating Provisions
Relating to Contributions and Expenditures.—If any candidate, who has
been nominated or elected, is found by any court of this Commonwealth in
criminal proceedings to have wilfully accepted any contributions v wade
any expenditures in contravention of this act, either directly or through the
treasurer of any committee authorized by section 1623 or through any
other person with his knowledge or consent, whether expressly or not, that
Jact shall be certified by the court to the Attorney General. In the case of a
candidate for nomination the A ttorney General shallmake a motion to the
proper court to remove the candidate’s name from the ballot. In the case of
an elected candidate the A ttorney General shall file in the proper court a
suggestion for a writ of quo warranto against such candidate. If upon the
hearing of such motion or writ, it shall be determined that such candidate
has wilfully accepted any contribution, or made any expenditure in
contravention of this act, either directly or through the treasurer of any
commiittee authorized by section 1623 to pay or incur primary or election
expenses in furtherance of his candidacy or through any other person with
his knowledge and consent, whether expressly authorized or not, judgment
of ouster from nomination, in the case of a candidate for nomination where
the judgment is entered prior to the subsequent election, or judgment of
ouster from office in the case of a candidate for election or in the case of a
candidate for nomination who has been subsequently elected to the office
Jor which he was nominated, shall be entered against him. However, in the
case of a candidate elected to the office of Senator or R epresentative in the
General Assembly, the decision of the court shall be certified to the
President of the Senate or to the Speaker of the House of R epresentatives,
as the case may be.

Section 1638. Advertising.—

(a) Whenever any person makes an expenditure for the purpose of
financing communications expressly advocating the electiornor-defeat of a
candidate, or ballot questions, through any broadcasting station,
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising facility, direct mailing, or any
other type of general public political advertising, such communication:

(1) If authorized by the candidate, his authorized political committee
or their agents, shall clearly and conspicuously state that the
communication has been authorized.

(2) If not authorized by a candidate, his authorized political
committee, or their agents, shall clearly and conspicuously state the name
of the person who made or financed the expenditure for the
communication, including, in the case of a political committee the name of
any affiliated or connected organization.
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(b) (1) No candidate for public office, or political committee or party
acting on his behalf, shall place any advertisement referring to an eppesing
candidate for the same office which is to be broadcast or published during
the one hundred and twenty (120) hours immediately prior to arn electionor
published in a weekly newspaper or periodical during the eight (8) days
immediately prior to an election, with a television or radio broadcasting
station, newspaper or periodical, unless he has first given a copy of the
material to appear or beused in the advertisement and reasoneklenstize to
the opposing candidate and the county board of elections of the county
where the advertisement is to be placed in sufficient time for a reply
advertisement to be published or broadcast at the same appreximate time
or in the same issue of the publication or on the same radio or television
broadcast as the original advertisement and prior to the election in
question.

(2) The reasonable notice referred to in clause (1) shall be given in
writing by registered mail, return receipt requested, addressee signature
only, with a true copy of the material enclosed to appear or be used-in the
advertisement so as to afford the recipient sufficient time to place a reply
advertisement to be published or broadcast at the same approximate time
or in the samne issue of the publication or on the same radio or television
broadcast as the original advertisement and prior to the election in
question.

(3) Any person, firm or corporation, political committee or party or
member thereof, violating any of the provisions of this section, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced
to pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or to undergo an
imprisonment of not less than one (1) month nor more than twe-{2) years,
or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1639. Powers and Duties of the Supervisor.—It shall be the
duty of the supervisor to:

(1) Furnish to the persons, subject to the provisions of this act, a
bookkeeping and reporting manual and the prescribed forms for the
making of the reports and statements required to be filed under thisarticle.

(2) Develop a filing system consistent with the purposes of this article.

(3) Make the reports and statements filed with him or her availablefor
public inspection and copying, commencing as soon as practicable butnot
later than the end of the second day following the day during-whick it was
received, and to provide copies of any such report or parts thereof, as
reguested by any person, at the expense of such person, at the rate not to
exceed the actual cost of reproduction.

(4) Preserve such reports and statements for a period of five {5} years
Jrom the date of filing.

(5) Compile and maintain a current list of all statements pertaining-to
each candidate and political committee.

(6) Make from time to time inquiries and field investigations with
respect to reports and statements filed under the provisions of this article
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and with respect to alleged failures to file any report or statemnentreguired
under provisions of this article.

(7) Report apparent violations of this article to the appropriate law
enforcement authorities.

(8) Collect any fines relating to the filing of late reports and transrsit i’
such fines collected to the appropriate fiscal officer of the receiving
supervisor.

(9) Inform each candidate or committee which has failed to file of that
Jact.

(10) Publish a list of all those candidates and their committees who
have failed to file reports as required by this act within six (6) days of their
Jailure to comply.

Section 1640. Additional Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth.—The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall have the
Jollowing additional powers and duties:

(1) To serve as the State clearing house for information concerning-the
administration of this act.

(2) To prescribe suitable rules and regulations to carry out the
provisions of this act.

(3) To develop the prescribed forms required by the provisions of this
article for the making of the reports and statements required tc ke filed with
the supervisor.

(4) To prepare a manual setting forth recommended uniform mzthcds
of bookkeeping and reporting which shall be furnished by the supeivisortoc-
the person required to file such reports and statements as required by this
article.

(5) To examine the contributions to State legislative and Statewide
candidates and publish a list of all those political committees who have
contributed to candidates and who have failed to file reports as required-by
this act within six (6) days of their failure to comply.

Section 1641. Reports by Business Entities; Publication by Secretary
of the Commonwealth.—

(a) Any business entity including but not limited to a corporation,
company, association, partnership or sole proprietorship, which has been
awarded non-bid contracts from the Commonwealth or its political
subdivisions during the preceding calendar year, shall report by February
15 of each year to the Secretary of the Commonwealth an itemized list of all
political contributions known to the business entity by virtue of the
knowledge possessed by every aofficer, director, associate, partner, limited
partner or individual owner that has been made by:

(1) any officer, director, associate, partner, limited partner, individual
owner or members of their immediate family; or

(2) any employe or members of his immediate family whose political
contribution exceeded one thousand dollars ($1,000) during the preceding
year.
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For the purposes of this subsection, “immediate family” means a person’s
spouse and any unemancipated child.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to
publish sixty (60) days after February 15 of each year a complete itemized
list of all contributions given under the provisions of subsection (a). This
list shall be a matter of public record open to public inspection and copies
made available at cost to any individual who requests them.

Section 1642. Enforcement.—

(a) The Attorney General shall have prosecutorial jurisdiction-over-all
violations connected with any statement or report and the coritents thereof
which is to be filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

(b) The district attorneys of the respective counties shall have
Jurisdiction over any other violations committed under this act.

(c) The district attorney of any county in which a violation, referred to
in subsection (a) occurs, has concurrent powers and responsibilities with
the A ttorney General over such violations.

Section 3. Section 1841 of the act is amended to read:

Section 1841. Receipts [and Disbursements] of Primary and Election
Expenses by Unauthorized Persons.—Any [treasurer or other member of]
person or any political committee who receives [or disburses] money on
behalf of any candidate [or incurs any liability for the primary or election
expenses of any candidate] without being authorized to do so under the
provisions of section [1603 of this act] 1623, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a
fine not exceeding [one thousand ($1,000) dollars] five thousand dollars
($5,000), or to undergo an imprisonment of not less than one (1) month nor
more than two (2) years, or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 4. Section 1842 of the act is repealed.

Section 5. Section 1843 of the act, amended June 3, 1943 (P.L.851,
No0.358), is amended to read:

Section 1843. Contributions by Corporations or Labor
Organizations.—Any corporation or [unincorporated association] labor
organization, as defined by section 1633, which shall pay, give or lend or
agree to pay, give or lend any money belonging to such corporation or
[unincorporated association] labor orgaenization or in its custody or
control, in violation of the provisions of section [1605 of this act,] 1633,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
sentenced to pay a fine of not less than [five hundred ($500) dollars] one
thousand dollars ($1,000) nor more than [five thousand ($5000) dollars] fer
thousand dollars ($10,000). Any director, officer, agent or employe of any
corporation or [unincorporated association] labor organization who shall
on behalf of such corporation or [unincorporated association] labor
organization pay, give or lend or authorize to be paid, given or lent any
money belonging to such corporation or [unincorporated association]
labor organization or in its custody or control in violation of the provisions
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of section [1605 of this act] 7633, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding [one
thousand ($1000) dollars] ten thousand dollars ($10,000), ottoundergo an
imprisonment of not less than one (1) month nor more than two (2) years,
or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 6. Section 1844 of the act is repealed.

Section 7. Section 1845 of the act is amended to read:

Section 1845. Failure to File Expense Account.—Any candidate or
treasurer of a political committee or person acting as such treasurer who
shall fail to file an account of primary or election expenses, as required by
[section 1607 of] this act, shall bé guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding [one
thousand ($1,000) dollars] five thousand dollars ($5,000), or to undergo an
imprisonment of not less than one (1) month nor more than two (2) years,
or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 8. Section 1846 of the act is repealed.

Section 9. This act shall take effect on January 1, 1979 and shall be
applicable to campaign financing for all elections thereafter.

APPROVED-— The 4th day of October, A. D. 1978.
MILTON J. SHAPP



