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AN ACT

HB 2218

Amendingtheactof June15, 1961 (P.L.373,No.207),entitled“An actproviding
for theimposition of certaintaxesuponthetransferof propertypassing-froma
decedentwho wasa residentof the Commonwealthat the time of his deathor
presumeddeathandof propertyhaving its situs in the Commonwealthof a
decedentwhowasanonresidentoftheCommonwealthatthetime of hisdeathor
presumeddeath;imposingadditionaltaxesto equalFederalEstateTaxCredits;
defmingandtaxingcertaintransfersmadein contemplationof death,or to take
effect in possessionor enjoymentat or afterdeath;definingas a transferand
taxing theright of survivorshipin certainpropertyasto which suchright exists;
defmingand exemptingfrom tax, transfersto certain personsor for certain
purposesor of certain property;providing for the valuationof propertyand
interestsin property,thetransferofwhichis subjectto tax; definingandallowing
deductionsfrom the valueof property,the transferof which is subjectto tax;
providing for thepersonsultimately liablefor taxesin theabsenceofadirection
by the decedentto the contrary;providing for the reportingof transfersand
collectionof taxes;imposingpenaltiesuponbanksorotherfinancialinstitutions
for failure to givenoticeto theDepartmentof Revenueof thedeathofapartyto
ajoint or trust depositthereinanduponpersonswho fail to file tax returnsand
documents;providing for the compromiseof taxes in the case of alleged
nonresidentsof theCommonwealth;makingit unlawful for anypersonto make
a false returnor report;providing for tiensupon realproperty,the transferof
which is subjectto tax, andreleasethereof;authorizingtheSecretaryof Revenue
to bring suits in otherjurisdictions for the collectionof taxes,andauthorizing
officials of other jurisdictions to brine suits in the Commonwealthfor the
collectionof deathtaxesimposedby theirjurisdictions;providing for therefund
of taxes to which the Commonwealthis not rightfully or equitably entitled;
providing for appealsandprotestsfrom theimpositionof taxes;regulatingthe
entry into safedepositboxesof a decedentby certainpersons,and providing
penalties;dealing with thejurisdiction, powersandprocedureof theorphans’
court, Secretaryof Revenue,Departmentof Revenue,AttorneyGeneral,and
registerof wills in mattersrelating to taxes;andciting certainactsfor repeal,”
changingcertainprovisions to provideequalrights betweenmenandwomen.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section640,actof June15,1961 (P.L.373,No.207),known
as the “Inheritanceand EstateTaxAct of 1961,” is amendedto read:

Section640. Married [Women’s]Person‘sObligations.—Thefactthat
a [wife] surviving spouseis [survived by a husband] legally liable, and
financially able, to payany item which, if [she] thedeceasedspousewere

unmarried,would qualify asa deductionunderthisArticle, shallnot result
in thedisallowanceof such item asa deduction.

Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The4th dayof October,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


