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No. 1978-274

AN ACT

HB 1333

Establishingthe PennsylvaniaCommissionon Crime andDelinquency,providing
for its powersand dutiesestablishingseveraladvisorycommitteeswithin the
commissionand providingfor their powersand duties.

The GeneralAssemblyfmds anddeclaresthat:
(a) crime anddelinquencyareessentiallyStateand local problems;
(b) crime and delinquencyarecomplex socialphenomenarequiring

the attentionand efforts of the criminal justice system,Stateand local
governments,andprivatecitizensalike;

(c) theestablishmentofappropriategoals,objectivesandstandardsfor
the reductionof crime and delinquencyand for the administrationof
justice mustbe a priority concern;

(d) the functions of the criminaljustice systemmustbe coordinated
moreefficiently and effectively;

(e) the full and effective use of resourcesaffecting State and local
criminal justice systemsrequiresthe completecooperationof Stateand
localgovernmentagencies;and

(f) training, research,evaluation, technical assistanceand public
educationactivitiesmustbeencouragedandfocusedon theimprovement
of the criminaljustice systemandthegenerationof new methodsfor the
preventionandreductionof crimeanddelinquency.

TheGeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Defmitions.
Thefollowingwordsandphraseswhenusedin thisactshallhave,unless

thecontextclearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgivento them in this
section:

“Commission.” The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and
Delinquency.
Section 2. PennsylvaniaCommissionon Crime andDelinquency.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis hereby establishedthe Pennsylvania
Commissionon Crime andDelinquencyasanadministrativecommission
in the Governor’sOffice.

(b) Composition.—Thecommission shall consist of the following
members:

(I) The Attorney General.
(2) The ChiefJusticeof the SupremeCourt of Pennsylvania.
(3) The Court Administratorof Pennsylvania.
(4) A judge of a court of commonpleas.
(5) Commissionerof StatePolice.
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(6) Thechairmenof theHouseandSenateMajority Appropriations
Committees.

(7) The chairmanof the JuvenileAdvisory Committee.
(8) Four membersof the GeneralAssembly,of whom oneshall be

designatedby, andserveat the pleasureof thePresidentpro temporeof
theSenate,oneby theMinority Leaderof theSenate,oneby theSpeaker
of the Houseof Representativesandoneby the Minority Leaderof the
Houseof Representatives.

(9) Fourmembersappointedby theGovernor,onerepresentativeof
local law enforcementagencies,oiie representativeof adultcorrectional
rehabilitativeagencies,onerepresentativeof localelectedofficials and
onedistrict attorneyrepresentative.

(10) Sevenprivatecitizensappointedby the Governor,at leasttwo
of which serve on the JuvenileAdvisory Committee.

(II) Such additional members necessaryto comply with the
requirementsof Federallaw.
(c) Judicialappointment.—Thejudgeof acourtof commonpleasshall

beappointedby theGovernorfromalist of nolessthanthreenomineesfor
eachpositionsubmittedby the ChiefJustice.If the ChiefJusticecannotor
doesnot chooseto serve,an AssociateJusticeof the SupremeCourt of
Pennsylvaniashallbeappointedby theGovernorfromalist ofno lessthan
threenomineessubmittedby the ChiefJustice.If the CourtAdministrator
cannot or does not choose to serve, another appropriatejudicial
administrativeofficer of theStateshallbeappointedby theGovernorfrom
a list of no less than threenomineessubmittedby the Chief Justice.

(d) Termof office.—Exceptfor theChiefJusticeof theSupremeCourt
andCourtAdministratorof PennsylvaniacourtsandCommissionern-f-the
PennsylvaniaStatePolice membersshall servefor a four-yearterm,and
maybeappointedfor no more thanoneadditionalconsecutiveterm.The
termsof thosememberswho serveby virtue of the public office they hold
shallbe concurrentwith their servicein theoffice from which theyderive
their membership.

(e) Vacancies.—Shouldanymemberceasetobeanofficer oremployee
of the agencyhe is appointed to represent,his membershipon the
commission shall terminate immediately and a new membershall be
appointed in the samemanneras his predecessorto fill the unexpired
portion of a term. Other vacanciesoccurring, except those by the
expirationof a term,shallbefilled for the balanceof theunexpiredtermin
the samemanneras the original appointment.

(1) Chairman.—Thechairmanshall be chosenby the Governorand
shall serve at the pleasureof the Governor.A vice chairmanshall be
designatedby thechairmanandshallpresideatmeetingsin theabsenceof
thechairman.

(g) Quorum.—Twelvemembersshall constitutea quorumanda vote
of the majority of the memberspresentshall be sufficient forall actions.

(h) Termination of appointment.—Threeconsecutive unexcused
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absencesfrom regularmonthlymeetings,exceptfor temporaryillness,or
failure to attendat least 50% of the regularly called meetingsin any
calendaryearshall be consideredcausefor terminationof appointment.

(i) Compensation and expenses.—Memberswho are not
Commonwealthofficersor State,county,ormunicipalemployeesshallbe
paid$75a dayfor attendanceatanyofficial meeting.Reasonableexpenses
incurredby membersshallbe allowedandpaid upon the presentation-of
itemizedvoucherstherefor.

(j) Executivedirector.—Anexecutivedirector shall be appointedby
the Governorafterconsultationwith the membersof thecommission.The
executivedirectorshallbepaidsuchcompensationastheExecutiveBoard
may determine.

(k) Employees.—Theexecutivedirector mayemploy suchpersonnel
and contract for such consulting servicesas may be necessaryand
authorizedto carry out thepurposesof this act. Staffof the commission,
otherthantheexecutivedirector,shallbeemployedin accordancewithand
subjectto theprovisionsof the actof August5, 1941 (P.L.752,No.286),
known as the “Civil ServiceAct.”

(1) Advisory committees.—The commission may establish such
advisory committees,in addition to thoseprovided for in this act, as it
deemsadvisablebut only the commissionmay set policy or takeother
official action. Members of advisory committees shall serve without
compensationbut may be reimbursedfor necessarytravel and other
expensesin accordancewith applicable law andregulations.

(m) Meetings.—Allmeetingsof the commissionand of its advisory
committees,at which formal action is taken, shallconform to the act of
July 19, 1974 (P.L.486,No.175),referredto as the PublicAgency Open
MeetingLaw.

(n) Records.—The commission and any advisory committee
establishedfor thepurposesof thisactshallprovidefor public accessto all
recordsrelatingto its functionsunderthisact, exceptsuchrecordsasare
requiredto be kept confidentialby anyprovisionof Stateor Federallaw.

(o) StatePlanningAgency.—Thecommissionis herebydesignatedas
theStatePlanningAgencyfor thepurposesoftheOmnibusCrimeControl
and SafeStreetsAct of 1968 (PublicLaw 90-351), as amended,and the
JuvenileJusticeandDelinquencyPreventionAct of 1974 (PublicLaw93-
415), as amended.
Section3. Powersanddutiesof the commission.

The commissionshall havethe powerand its duty shall be:
(1) To prepareand periodically updatea comprehensivejuvenile

and criminaljusticeplan on behalfof the Commonwealthbasedon an
analysisof the Commonwealth’scriminal justice needsand problems,
including juvenile justice anddelinquencyprevention.

(2) To applyfor, contractfor, receive,allocate,disburseandaccount
for funds, grants-in-aid, grants of servicesand property, real and
personal, particularly those funds made availablepursuantto the
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OmnibusCrime ControlandSafeStreetsAct of 1968 (PublicLaw 90-
351),as amended,andthe JuvenileJusticeandDelinquencyPrevention
Act of 1974 (PublicLaw 93-415),as amended.

(3) To receive applications for financial assistancefrom State
agencies,units of generallocal governmentandcombinationsthereof,
private nonprofit organizationsand otherproperapplicants,and to
disburse available Federal and State funds to such applicants in
accordancewith the provisionsof applicablestatutesand regulations
andin conformity with the comprehensiveplan.

(4) To establishsuch fund accounting,auditing, monitoring and
evaluationproceduresas may be necessaryto assurefiscal control,
proper managementand disbursementof grant funds, including the
requirementsof supportingpapersbeing submitted to the disbursing
agency by personsrequiring reimbursement,and to establishsuch
procedures as may be necessary to assure compliance with
nondiscriminationrequirements.

(5) To audit the books and records of recipients of fmancial
assistanceandof their contractorsand,for thepurposeof suchaudits,to
haveaccessto all pertinentbooksand recordsrequiredto be kept by
recipients of financial assistanceand by their contractors. The
commissionshallhavethepowerto subpoenawitnesses,books,records
and papersin the executionof its auditingresponsibilitiesand,upon
certification to it of failure to obey any such subpoena,the
CommonwealthCourt is empoweredafter hearing to. enter, when
proper, an adjudication of contempt and such other order as the
circumstancesrequire.

(6) To monitorandevaluateprogrameffectiveness,fundedin whole
or in part by the Commonwealththrough the commissionaimed at
reducing or preventing crime and delinquency and improving the
administrationof justice as deemedappropriate.

(7) To defme, developand correlateprogramsand projects and
establishpriorities for crime preventionand for improvementin law
enforcement and criminal justice, including juvenile justice and
delinquencyprevention,throughoutthe Commonwealth.

(8) Provide for a periodicforum in which leadersand recognized
professionalsof juvenile and criminal justice programsfor both the
public and private sectorsto discussmajor issuesand philosophical
concernsconfronting the Commonwealth’sjustice system.The forum
shall serveto promotecommunicationsandcoordinationbetweenthe
agencies,but shall not be involved in the direct disposition nor
managementof applications for State or Federal assistance.The
chairmanof the PennsylvaniaCommissionon Crime andDelinquency
shallserveasthe chairmanof theforumandshallappointno morethan
30memberstoserveonthisforum.Theforumshallmeetat thecall ofthe
chairmanbutnot less than four timesa year.

(9) To cooperatewith andrendertechnicalassistanceto theGeneral
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Assembly or a standingcommittee of the GeneralAssembly, State
agencies,units of general local governmentand public and private
agenciesrelatingto theimprovementof thecriminal andjuvenilejustice
system, including the implementation of special conferencesor
workshopsrelating to specialissuesor professionalimprovementof
criminal justice organizations.

(10) To establish,and thechairmanof thecommissionappoint,such
subcommitteesas it deemsproper.

(11) To submitanannualreport to the GovernorandtheGeneral
Assemblyconcerningits work during the precedingfiscal year.Other
studies,evaluationsandreportsmaybesubmittedto theGovernororthe
GeneralAssemblyas deemedappropriate.

(12) To promulgatesuch rulesand regulationsas the commission
deemsnecessaryfor the properadministrationof this act.

(13) To review criminal justice plans developed by other State
agenciesso as to promote coordination in the developmentand
implementationof programsto improve criminal justice andjuvenile
justice servicesthroughoutthe Commonwealth.

(14) Upon requestadvise and assistthe executiveand legislative
branchesof StateGovernmentin developingpolicies,plans,programs
and budgets for improving the coordination, administration and
effectivenessof the criminal andjuvenile justice systems.

(15) To preparespecialreportsandstudiesof criminaljustice issues
uponthe requestof theGovernoror theGeneralAssemblyorastanding
committeeof the GeneralAssembly.

Section4. Duties of the commissionrelativeto criminal statistics.
The commissionshall havethe powerand its duty shall be:

(1) To obtain datanecessaryfrom all personsandagencieslistedin
section 5 andfrom anyotherappropriatesource.

(2) To prepareanddistributeto all suchpersonsandagencies,cards
or other forms usedin reportingdatato thecommission.Suchcardsor
forms may, in addition to other items, include items of information
neededby Federalbureausor departmentsengagedin thedevelopment
of nationalanduniform criminal statistics.

(3) To requestthe form andcontentof recordswhich mustbekept
by suchpersonsandagenciesin order to insurethecorrectreportingof
datato thecommission.

(4) To instruct such personsand agenciesin the installation,
maintenanceanduseof such recordsandin the reportingof datato the
commission.

(5) To process,tabulate,analyzeand interpretthe dataobtained
from suchpersonsandagencies.

(6) To supply,at their request,to Federalbureausor departments
engagedin the collection of nationalcriminal statisticsdata they need
from this Commonwealth.

(7) To presentto the Governorand the membersof the General
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Assembly on or before July 1 of each year a report containing the
criminal statisticsof theprecedingcalendaryearandto presentat such
other timesas the commissiondeemsnecessaryreportson the special
aspectsof criminal and juvenile statistics.The annual report shall
contain statisticsshowing:

(i) the number and types of offenses known to the public
authorities;

(ii) the personal and social characteristicsof criminals and
delinquents;and

(iii) theadministrativeactionstakenby lawenforcement,judicial,
penal and correctional agencies in dealing with criminals or
delinquents.
(8) The commission,at the requestof any of the following, may

assistor advise in a statisticaland researchcapacity the Bureauof
Correction, the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole, the
PennsylvaniaStatePolice, theJuvenileCourtJudges’Commissionand
the State Court Administrator.

(9) It shall be the duty of the commission to give adequate
interpretationof suchstatisticsandso to presentthe informationthat it
maybeof valuein guidingthepoliciesof thecommissionandofthosein
chargeof theapprehension,prosecutionand treatmentof thecriminals
and delinquents,or concernedwith the presentstate of crime and
delinquency. The report shall include also statistics which are
comparablewith national uniform criminal statisticspublished by
Federalbureausor departmentsheretoforementioned.

(10) The commissionshall takeadvantageof all availableFederal
funds and establishnew programsas well asundertakea continuous
analysisof futuredataneeds.

Section5. Duties of public agenciesandofficers in reportingcriminal
statistics.

It shallbethedutyof everyconstable,chiefof police,countypoliceforce,
sheriff, coroner,districtattorney,chiefprobationofficerandoftheBureau
of Correctionin the Departmentof Justice,the PennsylvaniaBoard of
Probationand Parole, the PennsylvaniaState Police, the StateCourt
Administrator,the JuvenileCourtJudges’Commission,the Department
of Public Welfare, State Fire Marshal, PennsylvaniaLiquor Control
Board, the PhiladelphiaMunicipal and Traffic Courts,justices of the
peace,countyprison wardens,andeveryotherpersonor agencydealing
with crimes or criminals or with delinquencyor delinquents,when
requestedby the commission:

(I) To installandmaintainrecordsandrecordingsystemsneededfor
the correct reportingof statisticaldatarequiredby the commission.

(2) To report statisticaldatatothe commissionat suchtimesandin
suchmanneras the commissionprescribes.

(3) To give to thestaffofthecommissionaccesstostatisticaldatafor
the purposeof carryingout the dutiesof the commissionrelative to
criminal statistics.
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Section 6. JuvenileAdvisory Committee.
(a) Establishment and membership.—There is hereby established the

JuvenileAdvisory Committeewithin the commission.Themembersofthe
committee shall be appointed by the Governor and shall include
representationof unitsof local government,lawenforcementandjuvenile
justice agency probationpersonnel,juvenile court judges, public and
private agencies and organizations concernedwith delinquencyprevention
or treatmentand servicesto delinquencypreventionor treatmentand
servicesto dependentchildren,community-basedpreventionin-treatment
programs,organizationsconcernedwith thequality of juvenilejustice or
that utilize volunteers to work with delinquent or dependent children,
businessesemploying youth, youth workers involved with alternative
youth programs,andpersonswith specialexperienceandcompetencein
addressingtheproblemof schoolviolenceandvandalismandtheproblem
of learningdisabilities.

(b) Numberand qualifications.—.Thecommitteeshall consistof no
lessthan 25 membersormorethan33 members,all of whomshallhavehad
training or experiencein juvenile justice. A majorityof themembersshall
not befull-time employeesof the Federal, State or localgovernments.At
leastone-thirdof themembershipshallbeundertheageof 26atthetimeof
appointment.At leastthreeof thosemembersof the committeeunder26
years of ageat the time of appointmentshall havebeenor arecurrently
under the jurisdiction of the juvenile justice system.

(c) Conditions of appointment.—The committee and its members are
subject to the same limitations and conditions imposed upon the
commissionas prescribedin section2(d), (e), (h), (i), (m) and (n).

(d) Quorum.—A majority of themembersshallconstitutea quorum
anda voteof themajorityof thememberspresentshallbesufficientforall
actions.

(e) Chairman.—TheGovernorshallappointa chairmanfrom among
the committeewhich shallservea two-yearterm.A vicechairmanshallbe
designatedby the chairmanandpresideat meetingsin theabsenceof the
chairman.Thecommitteeshallmeetat thecall ofthe chairman,butnot less
than four timesa year.
Section 7. Powersanddutiesof the JuvenileAdvisory Committee.

The JuvenileAdvisory Committeeshall havethe power,and its duty
shall be:

(1) Serve in an advisorycapacity to the commissionthrough the
committee’s participation in the developmentof that part of the
commission’s comprehensiveplan relating to juvenile justice and
delinquency prevention.

(2) Thosefunctionsrelatedtothe directapprovalanddisbursement
of financialassistanceshall be in an advisory capacityonly, but the
advisorycommitteeshallhavethe opportunityto review andcomment
on suchapplicationswithin 30 daysafterreceiptoftheapplicationfrom
the commission.
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(3) To advisethe commissionon the definition, developmentand
correlationof programsandprojectsandtheestablishmentof priorities
for juvenile justice anddelinquencyprevention.

(4) To develop standards,methodsandproceduresfor evaluating
and monitoring services for delinquent and dependent children.

(5) Upon requestprovide whateverassistanceand advice to the
commission on any other matters relating to juvenile justice and
delinquencyprevention.

(6) Staff supportshall be madeavailableto the JuvenileAdvisory
Committeeby theexecutivedirectorin orderto adequatelyperform the
dutiesprovidedfor in this section.The chiefof the section for juvenile
planningshall serveas executivesecretaryfor its advisorycommittee.

Section 8. Regional Advisory Committees.
(a) Establishment and composition.—There shall be Regional

Advisory Committees within the commission which shall be composed as
follows:

(1) Not lessthan 24 members,includingthe chairmanall of which
shall be appointedby the Governor.

(2) Membersshallbe selectedto representthe interestsof local law
enforcement,judiciary, corrections,prosecution,defense,healthand
welfare planning bodies, private agencies and citizens groups,
community groups, and organizationsconcerned with crime and
delinquency;public andprivateagenciesactive in juvenile delinquency
prevention;andshallincludea majorityof localelectedofficialsselected
in conformity with law.

(3) A membershall servea two-yearterm unlessterminatedby the
Governoror terminated,in the caseof an electedor appointedpublic
officer, by the end of such service,and shall continueto serve until
notified of termination or reappointment.

(4) Three consecutiveunexcusedabsencesfrom regularmeetings,
except for temporaryillness, or failure to attend at least50% of the
regular meetingsin any calendaryear shall be consideredcausefor
terminationofappointmentandshallbereportedto theGovernorby the
chairmanof the council.
(b) Bylaws.—Each advisory committee shall establish bylaws to

govern its operationand internal administration.Thesebylaws shall be
subjectto approvalby the executivedirectorof the commissionto insure
that they are in accordancewith State and Federal laws, regulations,
guidelinesandcommissionpolicies.

(c) Powersand duties.—TheRegional Advisory Committeesshall
assist the commissionby developingand adopting comprehensivelaw
enforcement and criminal justice and juvenile delinquency plans. All such
activities shall be performedin accordancewith establishedcommission
policies, guidelines,processesand timetables. The Regional Advisory
Committeesshall make a review of, and develop recommendations
concerning,comprehensiveplans developedby units of general local



1174 Act 1978-274 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

government,including mini-block grantplans,to determineconsistency
with the commission’scomprehensiveplan and all relevantguidelines,
policies, processes,and timetablesand make recommendationsto the
commissionfor the funding of projectsconsistentwith the commission’s
comprehensiveplan,establishedfundingguidelinesandconducivetolocal
and regionallaw enforcement,criminal justice andjuvenile delinquency
needs.

(d) Local planningagencystaff.—Nounit ofgenerallocalgovernment
or combinationof such units shall be eligible to receivefunds for the
establishmentandoperationof a criminaljustice planningagencyunless
the staffof suchagencyis hired and retainedon merit principles.

(e) Cities of the first class.—When.everanycity of the first classshall
establish a Regional Advisory Committee which complies with Federal
requirements,suchadvisorycommitteeshallbetheadvisorycommitteefor
that city and,in suchinstance,thechiefexecutiveof thecity shallappoint
the membersof theadvisory committee.
Section 9. Cooperationby otherdepartments.

It shall be the dutyof the variousadministrativedepartments,boards
andcommissionsto cooperatesofaraspracticablewith thecommissionin
theperformanceof itsdutiesunderthis act,exceptasprovidedin sections4
and5.
Section 10. Transferof personnel,assetsandappropriations.

All personnel,allocations,appropriations,equipment,files, records,
contracts,agreements,obligations,and othermaterialswhich are used,
employed or expended by the Governor’s Justice Commission in
connectionwith thepowers,dutiesor functionsexercisedunderthisactby
the commissionareherebytransferredto the commissionwith the same
forceandeffectas if the appropriationshadbeenmadeto andsaid items
hadbeenthepropertyof thecommissionin thefirst instanceandasif said
contracts,agreementsandobligations.hadbeenincurredorenteredinto by
said commission.
Section 11.. Abolition of JusticeCommission.

The Governor’sJusticeCommissionis herebyabolished.
Section 12. Terminationof commission.

On December31, 1980thecommissionshallbeabolished.TheJudiciary
Committeesof the Houseof RepresentativesandSenateshallconducta
reviewof theperformanceand effectivenessof the commissionandmake
public a report of their findings, conclusionsand recommendations,
includingproposedlegislation for suche.xtensionor reorganizationof the
commissionas deemedappropriate.Suchreview shall be conductednot
later thanninemonthsprior to thetermination.
Section 13. Repealer.

Section924, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,No.175),known as “The
AdministrativeCodeof 1929,” is repealed.
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Section 14. Effective date.
This act shalltake effect December31, 1978.

APPROVED—The22nd day of November,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


