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Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated

Statutes,changingprovisionsrelating to theft of services.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section3926 of Title 18, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230),known as the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,is
amendedto read:
§ 3926. Theft of services.

(a) Acquisition of services.—
(1) A personis guilty of theft if lie intentionallyobtainsservicesfor

himseq or for another which he knows are available only for
compensation,by deceptionorthreat,byalteringor tampering withthe
public utility meter or measuringdeviceby which such servicesare
deliveredor by causingorpermitti,~gsuchaltering or twnpering, or by
falsetoken or other trick or artifice to avoid paymentfor the service.

(2) As used in this section,the word “service” includes,but is not
limited to, labor, professionalservice, transportation service, the
supplyingof hotelaccommodations,restaurantservices,entertainment,
thesupplyingof equipmentforuse,andthesupplyingofcommoditiesof
a public utility naturesuch as gas,electricity, steamand water, and
telephoneservice.

(3) Wherecompensationfor serviceis ordinarily paid immediately
upon the rendering of such service, as in the case of hotels and
restaurants,refusalto payor abscondingwithout paymentor offer to
pay gives rise to a presumptionthat the servicewas obtained by
deceptionas to intention to pay.
(b) Diversionof services.—Apersonis guilty of theftif, havingcontrol

over the dispositionof servicesof othersto which he is not entitled,he
knowingly diverts such servicesto his own benefit or to the benefit of
anothernot entitled thereto.

(d) Inference from using nonmeteredutility service.—Afly person
havingpossessionof or accessto thelocationof apublic utility meteror
servicemeasuringdevicewhich hasbeen avoidedortamperedwith soasto
inhibit orpreventthe accuratemeasurementof utility serviceand who
enjoysthe use of or receivesthe benefitfrom thepublic utility service
intended to be meteredor measuredby the public utility meter or
measuringdevicesoavoidedortamperedwith maybereasonably-inferred
tohaveactedto avoidor tamperwith thepublicutility meterormeasuriag
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devicewith the intent to obtain thepublic utility servicewithout making
full compensationtherefor.

(e) Sale or transfer of device or plan intendedfor acquisition or
diversion.—Apersonisguilty of a misdemeanorof thethird degreejfhe
sells,givesor otherwisetransfersto othersoroffers,advertisesor exposes
for saleto others,anydeviceorplanfor themakingofsuchdeviceorother
instructional procedure, under circumstancesindicating his having
knowledgeor reason to believe that such device,plan or instructional
procedureisintendedforusebysuchothersfor theacquisition-oi’-diversion
of servicesassetforth in subsections(a) and (b).

Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 90 days.

APPROVED—The26th day of November,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP


