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No. 1978-333

AN ACT

SB 1539

Designatinga portion of theSchuylkill Riverasa componentofthePennsylvania
ScenicRivers Systemin accordancewith thePennsylvaniaScenicRivers Act;
authorizingfurther classification;providing for cooperation,limitation of
liability and protectionof critical areas,andauthorizingthe expenditureof
moneys.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshallbeknownandmaybecitedasthe“Schuylkill ScenicRiver

Act.”
Section2. Legislativefmdings and purpose.

The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourceshas,in accordancewith
the act of December 5, 1972 (P.L.1277, No.283), known as the
“Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers Act,” fulfilled its obligations and
responsibilities prerequisite to the designation of a portion of the
Schuylkill River as a componentof the PennsylvaniaScenicRivers
System.Thedesignationof this Schuylkill scenicriver componentby this
act is with theview of conservingandenhancingits scenicqualityandof
promotingpublic recreationalenjoymentinconjunctionwith presentand
future commercial, agricultural, residential, industrial and
transportationaluses,all in accordancewith the policy and provisionsof
the “PennsylvaniaScenicRivers Act.”
Section3. Definitions.

Thefollowing wordsandphraseswhenusedin thisactshallhave,unless
the contextclearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to themin this
section:

“Critical areas.” Areas within the Schuylkill scenicriver component
possessingresourcecharacteristicsespeciallyimportantto cert-ainex-is-ting-
or potentialuses,specifically:

(1) critical natural areas,such as wildlife habitats, geological
outcrops,flood plains,steepslopes,aquifer rechargeareas,subsidence
proneareasand highly erodiblesoils; and

(2) critical manmadeareas,such ashistoric sitesand districtsand
cultural sites.

Section4. Designationandclassification.
(a) The portionof theSchuylkill River, includingrelatedadjacentland

areas,from the Forksat Port Clinton, Schuylkill County, to Fairmont
Dam, PhiladelphiaCounty, exceptingthe 5.2 mile segmentbetween
NorristownDamandSpringMill Creek,isdesignatedasa componentof
the PennsylvaniaScenicRivers Systemunderthe PennsylvaniaScenic
Rivers Act. The boundariesof the component and of the classified
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segmentshave been defined by the Department of Environmental
Resourcesand areshown on the map entitled “SCHUYLKILL RIVER
STUDY” which is on file andavailablefor public inspectionin theBureau
of Land Records, Department of Community Affairs of the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.

(b) Segmentsof the componentare classifiedas follows:
(I) Port Clinton (Forks) to Cross Keys (Bridge)—l6.2 river

miles—recreational.
(2) Cross Keys (Bridge) to Reading (Route 422 above Fritz

Island)—12.3 miles—modifiedrecreational.
(3) Reading(Route422 Bridge over Fritz Island) to Douglassville

(Bridge)—l5.3 river miles—recreat:ional.
(4) Douglassville (Bridge) to Norristown Dam—34.2 river

miles—modifiedrecreational.
(5) Spring Mill Creek to Fairmont Dam—lO.4 river

miles—modifiedrecreational.
(c) TheSecretaryof EnvironmentalResourcesisauthorizedtoclassify

the 5.2 mile segmentbetweenNorristownDamand SpringMill Creekas
“modified recreational”when he determinesthat it meetsthe criteria for
suchclassification.Whenso classified, that segmentshallbecomepart of
the Schuylkill scenicrivercomponentdesignatedunderthis-act,andall of
theprovisionsof thisactandof the“PennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct” shall
becomeapplicablethereto.
Section5. Cooperationand coordination.

All Stateagenciesare authorizedto seek the help of andenterinto
agreements with the Federal Government and its agencies and
commissions,local governmentsand concernedprivateindividuals and
organizationswith the view of fosteringcooperationandcoordinationto
further the purpose of this act. To this end, the Department of
EnvironmentalResourcesshallalsoseekthecooperationof the Delaware
River BasinCommission.
Section6. Limitation of liability.

The provisionsof the act of February2, 1966 (1965P.L.1860,No.586),
entitled “An act encouraginglandownersto makeland and waterareas
available to the public for recreationalpurposesby limiting liability in
connectiontherewith,andrepealingcertainacts,” limiting the liability of
ownersof landandwaterareaswho makethemavailableto thepublicfor
recreationalpurposeswithout chargeshall beapplicableto ownersof land
and water areaswithin the Schuylkill scenicriver component,including
suchlandandwaterareasin whichthe Commonwealthoranysubdivision
thereofhasacquiredan easementor other interestless than fee simple.
Section7. Cooperationof local authorities.

The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshallencourageall levels
of government,Federal, State and local, and private individuals and
organizationsto recognizeandprotectthoseareaswithin the Schuylkill
scenicriver componentwhichhavebeendeterminedby theDepartmentof
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EnvironmentalResourcesto becritical areasandareshown~as-sueh-on-the
map entitled “SCHUYLKILL RIVER STUDY” which is on file and
availablefor publicinspectionin theBureauof LandRecords,Department
of CommunityAffairs of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania.
Section8. Expenditureof funds.

TheDepartmentsof EnvironmentalResourcesandCommunityAffairs
areauthorizedto expendmoneyswhenavailable for:

(1) technicalassistancefor implementationof andplanningunder
the study of the Schuylkill River conductedby the Departmentof
EnvironmentalResourcesunderthe“PennsylvaniaScenicRiversAct”
andknown as the “Schuylkill ScenicRiver Study”;and

(2) assistancein thedevelopmentof abookletguidefor recreational
usersof the Schuylkill scenicriver component.

Section9. Effectivedate.
This act shalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The26thday of November,A. D. 1978.

MILTON J. SHAPP

N


