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No. 1980-67

AN ACT

SB 508

Amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutes,
further providing for the inspectionof vehiclesandmasstransit vehiclesand
legislative approvalof regulationsrelatingto inspections.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 75, act of November 25, 1970
(P.L.707,No.230), known as the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
is amendedby addingadefinition to read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subjectto additional definitions containedin subsequentprovisions
of this title which areapplicableto specific provisionsof this title, the
following words and phraseswhenused in this title shall have,unless
the context clearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to them in
thissection:

“Mass transit vehicle.” A self-propelledor electrically propelled
device designedfor carrying 15 or morepassengersexclusiveof the
driver, other than a taxicab, designedand usedfor the transportation
of personsfor compensation,including but not limited to subway
cars, buses, trolleys and trackless trolleys but excluding railroad
passengercars.

Section 2. Sections4701, 4702(a), 4703, 4704, 4721, 4723, 4726,
4727, 4728, 4729, 4730(a)and6103 of Title 75 are amendedto read:
§ 4701. Duty to comply with inspectionlaws.

No owner or driver shall refuseto submita vehicle or a masstransit
vehicleto any inspectionand test that is authorizedor requiredby the
provisionsof this chapter.
§ 4702. Requirementfor periodic inspectionof vehicles.

(a) General rule.—The department shall establish a system of
semiannual inspection of vehicles registered in this Commonwealth
andmasstransit vehiclesoperatedin this Commonwealth.

§ 4703. Operationof vehiclewithout official certificateof inspection.
(a) Generalrule.—No Iregisteredi motor vehicle required to bear

current Pennsylvaniaregistrationplatesshall be driven and no Iregis-
teredi trailer requiredto bear current Pennsylvaniaregistrationplates
shall be moved on a highway and no mass transit vehicle shall be
operatedunless the vehicle displays a currently valid certificate of
inspection[and approvall.
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(b) Exceptions.—Subsection(a) doesnot apply to:
(1) Specialmobile equipment.
(2) Implementsof husbandry.
(3) Motor vehiclesbeingtowed.
(4) Motor vehicles beingoperatedor trailers being towed by an

official inspection station owner or employeefor the purposeof
inspection.

(5) Trailers having a registeredgrossweight of 3,000poundsor
less.

(6) Motorizedpedalcycles.
(7) Vehicles being repossessedby a financer or collector-

repossessorthrough the useof miscellaneousmotor vehiclebusiness
registrationplates.

(8) Newvehicles while they are in the processof manufacture,
including testing, and not in transit from the manufacturerto a
purchaseror dealer.
(c) Inspection of vehicles reentering this Commonwealth.—

Vehiclessubjectto inspectionwhich havebeenoutsidethis Common-
wealth continuouslyfor 30 days or more and which, at the time of
reenteringthis Commonwealth,do not bear a currently valid certifi-
cateof inspectionshall be inspectedwithin five daysof reenteringthis
Commonwealth.

(d) Newly-purchasedvehicles.—Newly-purchasedvehicles may be
driven without being inspectedfor five days after purchaseor entry
into this Commonwealth,whkheveroccurslater.

[(c)I (e) Display of unauthorized certificate of inspection.—No
certificate of inspection [and approval) shall be displayed unless an
official inspectionhas been made and the vehicle or mass transit
vehicleis in conformancewith theprovisionsof this chapter.

1(d)) (f) Authority of police.—Any police officer may stop any
motor vehicle, masstransit vehicleor trailer and requirethe owner or
operatorto display an official certificateof inspection[and approval)
for the vehiclebeingoperated.A policeofficer maysummarilyremove
an unauthorized,expiredor unlawfully issuedcertificateof inspection
from anyvehicle or masstransit vehicle.

(g) Limitation on prosecution.—A motor vehicle, mass transit
vehicle or trailer shall be the subjectof only oneprosecutionunder
subsection(a) in any24-hourperiod.

(h) Penalty.—Anyperson violating this section is guilty of a
summaryoffenseand shal4 upon conviction, be sentencedto pay a
fine ofup to $25.
§ 4704. Notice by police officers of violation.

(a) General rule.—Any police officer having probable cause to
believethat any vehicle or masstransit vehicle, regardlessof whether
it is beingoperated,is unsafeor not equippedas requiredby law may
at any time submit a written notice of the condition to the driver of
the vehicle or the masstransit vehicleor to the owner, or if neither is
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present, to an adult occupantof the vehicle or the mass transit
vehicle,or if the vehicle or the masstransit vehicle is unoccupied,the
notice shall be attachedto the vehicle or the masstransit vehicle in a
conspicuousplace.

(1) If an item of equipmentis broken or missing, the notice
shall specify the particularsof the condition and require that the
equipmentbe adjustedor repaired.Within five days evidencemust
be submitted to the police that the requirementsfor repair have
beensatisfied.

(2) If the police officer has probable causeto believe that a
vehicle or masstransit vehicle is unsafeor not in properrepair, he
mayrequire in the written noticethat the car or masstransit vehicle
be inspected.The owner or driver shall submitto the police within
five days of the date of notification certification from an official
inspectionstation that the vehicle or the masstransit vehicle has
been restoredto safeoperatingcondition in relation to the particu-
larsspecifiedon the notice.

(3) After the expirationof the five-day period specifiedin para-
graphs (1) and (2), the vehicle shall not be operatedupon the
highwaysof this Commonwealthanda masstransit vehicleshall not
be operateduntil the owner or driver has submitted to the police
evidenceof compliancewith the requirementsof paragraph(1) or
(2), whicheveris applicable.
(b) Operationprohibited if hazardous.—Inthe eventa vehicle or a

masstransit vehicle, in the reasonablejudgmentof the officer, is in
such conditionthat further operationwould be hazardous,the officer
may require that the vehicle or the masstransit vehiclenot be oper-
ated under its own power and may so stipulate in the notice given
under subsection(a).
§ 4721. Appointmentof official inspectionstations.

For the purposeof establishinga system of official inspection
stations, the departmentshall issue certificates of appointment to
privately ownedfacilities within this Commonwealththat comply with
the requirementsof this chapter and regulations adoptedby the
department.The departmentshall issueinstructions and all necessary
forms to such facilities. Official inspection stationsare authorizedto
inspectvehiclesand masstransit vehiclesandissue official certificates
of inspection.
§ 4723. Certificateof appointmentfor inspecting fleet vehicles.

The departmentmay issue a certificateof appointmentunder the
provisionsof this chapter to any personwho owns or leases15 or
morevehiclesor masstransit vehiclesandwho meetsthe requirements
of this chapterandregulationsadoptedby the department.The certifi-
cateof appointmentmayauthorizeinspectionof only thosevehiclesor
masstransit vehiclesowned or leasedby suchperson.
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§ 4726. Certification of mechanics.
No mechanicshall conductmotor vehicle inspectionsor masstransit

vehicleinspectionsat an official inspectionstation unless certified as
to training, qualifications and competence by the department
accordingto departmentregulations.The regulations relating to mass
transit vehicleinspectionsshall requfre that any mechanic conducting
such inspectionsshall possessproven competencein the area of mass
transit vehicleoperation and maintenance.The provisionsof this title
or regulationsadoptedthereundershall not be construedor applied in
a mannerwhich would precludeor impair the right of a personwho is
a residentof anotherstate,andwho is in possessionof a valid driver’s
licenseissued by such state, to be certified to conductmotor vehicle
inspectionsor masstransit vehicle inspectionsat an official inspection
station in this Commonwealth.No official inspectionstation appoint-
ment shall be issuedor renewedunlessa certified official inspection
mechanicis thereemployed.
§ 4727. Issuanceof certificateof inspection.

(a) Requirementsprior to inspection.—Novehicle, excepta mass
transit vehiclefor which registration is not required, shall be inspected
unlessit is duly registered.The owner or operatoror an employeeof
the official inspectionstation shall examine the registrationcard in
order to ascertainthat the vehicleis registered.

(b) Requirementsfor issuanceof certificate.—An official certifi-
cateof inspectionshall not be issuedunlessthe vehicle or masstransit
vehicleis inspectedand found to be in compliancewith the provisions
of this chapter including any regulationspromulgatedby the depart-
ment. Notation of the odometer readingshall be included on the
certificateof inspection.
§ 4728. Display of certificate of inspection.

The appropriate certificate of inspection shall be affixed to the
vehicle or masstransit vehicleas specifiedin regulationsadoptedby
thedepartment.
§ 4729. Removal of certificate of inspection.

No certificate of inspectionshall be removed from a vehicle or a
mass transit vehicle for which the certificate was issued except to
replaceit with a new certificate of inspection issued in accordance
with the provisionsof thischapteror as follows:

(1) The police officer may removea certificate of inspection in
accordancewith the provisionsof section4703~(d)) (f) (relating to
operationof vehiclewithout official certificateof inspection).

(2) A personreplacinga windshield or repairinga windshield in
such a manneras to require removal of a certificateof inspection
shall at the option of the registrantof the vehicle or the ownerof a
masstransit vehiclecut out the portion of the windshieldcontaining
the certificateand deliver it to the registrantof the vehicle or the
owner of the masstransit vehicle or destroy the certificate. The
vehicle or the masstransit vehiclemaybe driven for up to five days
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if it displaysthe portionof the old windshieldcontainingthe certifi-
cate as prescribedin departmentregulations.Within the five day
period an official inspectionstationmayaffix to the vehicle or mass
transit vehicleanothercertificateof inspectionfor the sameinspec-
tion period without reinspectingthe vehicle or masstransit vehicle
in exchangefor the portion of the old windshield containingthe
certificateof inspection.A fee of no morethan $1 maybe charged
for the exchangedcertificateof inspection.

(3) A salvor shall removeand destroythe certificateof inspec-
tion on every vehicle or masstransit vehiclein his possessionexcept
vehiclesusedin the operationof the businessof thesalvor.

§ 4730. Violations of use of certificate of inspection.
(a) Generalrule.—No personshall:

(1) make, issue, transfer or possessany imitation or counterfeit
of an official certificateof inspection;or

(2) display or cause to be displayed on any vehicle or mass
transit vehicle or have in possessionany certificate of inspection
knowing the sameto be fictitious or stolen or issued for another
vehicleor issuedwithoutan inspectionhavingbeenmade.

§ 6103. Promulgationof rules and regulationsby department.
(a) Generalrule.—In addition to the specific powersgrantedto the

departmentby this title to promulgate rules and regulations, the
departmentshall have the power in accordancewith the provisionsof
the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769,No.240), (known as the “Common-
wealth Documents Law,” I referred to as the CommonwealthDocu-
mentsLaw, to promulgate,consistentwith and in furtheranceof this
title, rules and regulationsin accordancewith which the department
shall carry out its responsibilitiesanddutiesunderthis title.

(b) Legislativeapprovalof masstransit inspectionregulations.—A
copyof everyrule or regulation or amendmentto a rule or regulation
relatingto the inspectionof masstransit vehiclesshall beforeadoption
beforwardedto the Speakerof the Houseof Representativesand to
the Presidentpro temporeof the Senatefor referral to and reviewby
the appropriatestandingcommitteeof the House of Representatives
and of the Senateas determinedby the respectivepresiding officer.
Thestandingcommitteeshall, within 60 daysfrom the receiptof such
rule, regulationor amendment,approve or recommenddisapprovalto
the Houseof Representativesor the Senateof anysuch rule, regula-
tion or amendment.Failure of the standingcommitteeto recommend
disapprovaland of the Houseof Representativesand Senateto disap-
prove anyrule, regulation or amendmentwithin the 60 daysfrom the
receipt thereof shall constitute approval thereof. If the standing
committeesof both the Senateand the House of Representatives
recommenddisapproval and the House of Representativesand the
Senatedisapproveanyrule, regulation or amendment,the department
shallnot adopt the rule, regulation or amendmentand it shall not be
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again offeredfor oneyear. Each committeeshall immediatelynotify,
in writing, the other committeeand the departmentof any action
takenpursuant to this subsection.Only in the absenceof a disap-
proval shall the departmentproceedwith the adoption of the rule,
regulation or amendmentin accordance with section202 of the
CommonwealthDocumentsLaw.

Section3. (a) The PennsylvaniaState Police andthe Department
of Transportationin consultationwith mass transit operatorsshall
submit the regulationsrequired by this act to the GeneralAssembly
within 60 calendardays of the effective date of this act and on the
sameday shall arrangefor such regulationsto be published in the
PennsylvaniaBulletin. The regulationsshall be effectivesubsequentto
publicationin the PennsylvaniaBulletin as provided by law.

(b) The PennsylvaniaStatePolice in consultationwith the Depart-
ment of Transportationshall develop and present to the General
Assembly within 30 calendardays of the effective date of this act, a
vehicle inspectionplan designedto resolvethe presentlyexisting defi-
ciencies in the vehicle inspection program of any authority created
pursuantto the act of August 14, 1963 (P.L.984, No.450), known as
the “MetropolitanTransportationAuthoritiesAct of 1963.” The plan
shall includethe designationof StatePolicepersonnelon apermanent
basis to supervisethe vehicle inspection plan of such authority. Such
plan shall be implementedby the PennsylvaniaState Police within 60
daysof the effectivedateof this act.

Section4. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The18th dayof June,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


