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No. 1980-80

AN ACT

SB 1254

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled “An act
relating to the public school system, including certainprovisionsapplicable
as well to privateand parochialschools;amending,revising, consolidating
andchangingthe laws relatingthereto,” authorizingschool districts to offer
rewardsfor information leading to the conviction of personsviolating the
Crimes Code on school property; further providing for contracts with
privateresidentialrehabilitative institutioUs and for the graduationof quali-
fied students, for determination of “personal income valuation,” for
payment of reimbursementduring certain emergenciesand for minimum
subsidies.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section777, act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the “Public School Code of 1949,” amendedAugust 24,
1977 (P.L.199,No.59), is amendedto read:

Section777. Defacing, Injuring or Destroying PropertyUsed for
SchoolPurposes;Penalty.—(a) If anypersonshall willfully or mali-
ciouslybreakinto, enter,deface,or write, mark, or placeanyobscene
or improper matter upon, any public school building, or other
building used for schoolpurposes,or other purposesprovided for in
this act, or any out-houseused in connection therewith; or shall
deface,injure, damage,or destroyanyschoolfurniture, books, paper,
maps, charts, apparatus,or other property containedin any public
school building, or other building Used and occupied for school
purposes,or other purposesprovided for in this act; or shall injure,
damage,or destroy any shade-trees,shrubbery,fences,or any other
property of any kind, upon any public school grounds, or upon any
public school playground, such person shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor,and upon conviction thereofshall be sentencedto pay a
fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) and not more than one
thousanddollars ($1,000), or undergoan imprisonmentin the county
jail for a period not exceedingsix months, either or both, at the
discretionof the court. In addition to any other penaltyprescribedby
this subsection, the court, upon conviction of a defendantfor a
violation of this subsection,may order the defendantto compensate
the school district for any damagesit sustainedas a result of the
defendant’sunlawful conduct.

(b) The boardof schooldirectorsof a schooldistrict is authorized
to adopt regulationsand proceduresproviding for rewardsof up to
onethousanddollars ($1,000)to anypersonwho providesinformation
which aidsin the conviction of anypersonfor violating the provisions
of subsection(a) and rewards of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000)
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to anypersonwho providesinformation which aids in the conviction
of anypersonfor violating anyprovision of Title 18 (Crimes and
Offenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,if the violation
occurson schoolpropertyorpropertyutilizedfor schoolpurposes;

Section2. Section914.1-A of the act is amendedby adding a
subsectionto read:

Section914.1-A. Contractswith Private ResidentialRehabilitative
lnstitutions._* * *

(e) If a private residential rehabilitative institution enters into a
contract contemplatedby this sectionfor 1980-1981 with its inter-
mediateunit, paymentsto such institution may be madefor educa-
tional expensesfor the entfre1979-1980fiscalyearfrom the appropri-
ation madeto the Departmentof Public Welfarecontainedin the act
of July4, 1979 (P.L.626,No.9A), knownas the “General Appropria-
tion Act of 1979,” under the item “for paymentof costsfor basic
education programs to be conductedat selectedapprovedprivate
facilities.” Notwithstandingany automatic or general lapsingprovi-
sions of the “General AppropriationAct of 1979” to the contrary,
such line item appropriation shall not lapse until June30, 1981. If
such appropriation is not sufficient to reimburse the actual expenses
of all eligible institutions, total reimbursementto eachinstitution shall
beproportionatelyreducedso that the total amountof the reimburse-
mentsfalls within the limits of theappropriation.

Section3. Section 1501 of the act, amendedSeptember21, 1959
(P.L.925,No.373), is amendedto read:

Section 1501. Minimum Number of Days; School Month.—All
public kindergartens,elementaryand secondaryschoolsshall be kept
open eachschool year for at least one hundred eighty (180) days of
instruction for pupils. No days on which the schoolsare closedshall
be countedas days taught, and no time shall be countedas a pupil
sessionfor any activity to which admission is charged. No school
district shall be requiredto changeits graduationscheduleor require
graduatingstudentsto return to schoolafter graduation to makeup
classdayslost dueto severeweatherconditionsor, in the schoolyear
1979-1980for situationsbeyondthe control of the schooldistrict asa
result of majorconstructionand renovationto theschoolbuilding. No
district which makesa bonatideeffort asdeterminedby theSecretary
of Educationto provide onehundredeighty (180) daysof instruction
for graduating students shall receive less subsidy payments or
reimbursementsthan it would otherwise be entitled to receive on
accountof the schoolyear becauseof the provisionsof this section.
Unlessotherwiseprovidedby this act, the board of schooldirectorsin
any district or joint board may keepsuch other schools or depart-
mentsas it mayestablishopenduriing suchtime as it maydirect.

Twenty daysof actualteachingshall constituteaschoolmonth.
Section4. Clauses(9.1) and (15) of section2501 of the act, clause

(9.1) added August 24, 1977 (P.L.199, No.59) and clause (15)
amendedJuly 13, 1979 (P.L.94,No.41),areamendedto read:
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Section 2501. Definitions.—For the purposesof this article the
following termsshall havethe following meanings:

(9.1) “PersonalIncome Valuation.” A school district’s personal
income valuation for purposesof reimbursementto a school district
under subsections(d), (e), and (f) of section2502, and section2592
shall be the valuation of the total taxable income for the tax year
precedingthe immediateprior year, determinedunder Article III of
the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the “Tax Reform
Code of 1971,” for eachschooldistrict each yearby the Secretaryof
Revenueandcertified to the Secretaryof Education.

(15) “Minimum Subsidy.” For the school Iyearl years1976-1977
and[each school year thereafterl 1977-1978, in no caseshall a district
receive for each pupil in weighted average daily membership, an
amount less than [fifteen percent (15%)I ten percent (10%) of the
actualcostof instructionor [fifteen percent(15%)J ten percent(10%)
of the baseearnedfor reimbursementwhicheveris the lesseramount.
[but in no eventshall anyl For the 1978-1979schoolyear and each
schoolyear thereafter,no schooldistrict shallreceivefor eachpupil in
weighted average daily membershipan amount less than fifteen
percent(15%) of the baseearnedfor reimbursementor actual instruc-
tional expenseper WADM, whicheveris the lesseramount.For 1976-
1977 and each school year thereafter,a district whose actual instruc-
tion expenseper weightedaveragedaily membershipis morethan two
hundreddollars($200) lessthan the medianactual instructionexpense
per weightedaveragedaily membership,and whose equalizedmillage
is within fifteen percent (15%) of the medianequalizedmillage, the
reimbursementshall be two hundred dollars ($200) below the median
actual instruction expenseper weighted average daily membership
times the district’s aid ratio for each weightedaveragedaily member-
ship.

Section5. The act is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
Section2514.1. Personal Income Valuation Information and

Determinations.—(a) TheSecretaryof Revenueshall, on or before
January 31 of eachyear commencingin 1981, supply to eachschool
district a listing of the addressesof eachpersonwho hasfiled a State
income tax return with the Departmentof Revenuefor the tax year
precedingthe immediateprior yearand has designatedthereona code
or identificationnumberindicating that the taxpayerwasa residentof
the schooldistrict at the closeof the tax yearfor which the return was
filed. Within twenty (20) days of receipt of the list, each school
district shall report to the Secretaryof Revenuein writing in such
form asthe secretaryshallprescribeanyclaimedcorrectionsto the list
as of December31 of the tax year for which the returns were filed,
specs7yingthe basisfor eachclaim. Shouldthe school district claim
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that any addresslistedproperly should be carried upon the list of
another schooldistrict, the reporting schooldistrict shall notify the
other school district of its claim, and a copy of the notice shall
accompanythe reportherebyrequired. Within ten q7l1~)daysof receipt
of the notice, the other school district may notify the Secretaryof
Revenuein writing in suchform as the secretaryshall prescribeof its
nonconcurrencewith the claim madeby the reportingschooldistrict,
specifyingthe basisfor its nonconcurrence.Failure to reportor notify
the Secretaryof Revenueof anyclaimedcorrectionor nonconcurrence
ashereinprovidedshallbedeemeda concurrence.

(b) Upon receipt of the reports and notices provided for in
subsection(a), the Secretaryof Revenue,with the cooperation of the
Secretaryof Education,shall causethem to be reviewed,makesuch
adjustmentsor correctionsashemaydeemnecessaryand appropriate,
andbasedupon the correctedlist, shall makehis determinationof the
valuation of total taxable incometo be certified to the Secretaryof
Education. Thecertifieddeterminauonshall befinal andnot subject
to furtherreviewor appealwith respectto the taxyear involved.

(c) Provision by the Department of Revenueof the list of
addressesand school identification code or number to the school
districtsandusethereofby theschooldistrictsfor thepurposesof this
section shall be deemedan official use and not a violation of
subsection if.) of section353 of the act of March 4, 1971 ~P.L.6,
No.2), knownas the “Tax Reform Code of 1971,” but the use or
disclosureof the contentsof anylist by anypersonfor anypurpose
other than that set forth by this sectionor asotherwisepermittedby
law shall be unlawful and in violadon of section353(f) of the “Tax
ReformCodeof 1971.”

Section6. Section2523 of the act, amendedJanuary 14, 1970
(1969P.L.468, No.192), is amendedto read:

Section2523. SchoolsClosedon Account of ContagiousDisease,
etc.—Whenany board of school directors or intermediateunit with
respectto areatechnical schools is compelledto close any school or
schools on account of any contagiousdisease, [the destructionor
damageof a school building by fire or otherwise,J natural disasteror
other emergencyor for theschoolyear 1979-1980on accountof major
construction or renovation to a schoolbuilding, not including labor
disputes involvingschool employes,and therefor is unable to keep
such school or schoolsopen for the minimum term r~quiredby this
act, the [Superintendentof Public lEnstructioni Secretaryof Education
may pay to such schooldistrict or intermediateunit any or all of its
shareof theannualState appropriationas he deemsproper.
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Section7. This act shall take effect immediately exceptthat the
amendmentsto section2501(9.1) and the addition of section2514.1
shall takeeffect January1, 1981.

APPROVED—The30th dayof June,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


