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No. 1980-188

AN ACT

HB :L990

Amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled “An act
concerningtownshipsof the first class;amending, revising, consolidating,
and changingthe law relating thereto,” further providing for filling vacan-
cies in the office of commissionerandgranting additional powers to the
civil service commissionrelating to the schedulingof applicants’ physical
examinations.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
herebyenactsas follows:

Section 1. Section530, act of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),
known as “The First ClassTownshipCode,” reenactedandamended
May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), and amended June 15, 1978
(P.L,475,No.69), is amendedto read:

Section530. Vacanciesin General.—Whena vacancyoccursin the
office of township commissioner, auditor, controller, treasurer,
assessor,assistantauditor, or assistanttriennial assessorin any town-
ship, by reasonof death, resignation,removal from the township or
ward, or otherwise, the board of township commissionersof such
townshipshall fill such vacancy by appointing by resolution a regis-
teredvoter of the ward or township, as the casemaybe, in which the
vacancyoccurs. If the boardof townshipcommissionersof anytown-
ship shall refuse,fail, or neglect,or be unablefor anyreasonwhatso-
ever, to fill such vacancy within thirty (30) days after the vacancy
occurs, then the vacancyboard shall fill the vacancywithin fifteen
(15) additional days by appointinga registeredelectorof the ward or
township, as the case may be, in which the vacancy occurs. The
vacancyboard shall consist of the board of commissionersand one
registeredelector of the township, who shall be electedby the board
of townshipcommissionersat eachreorganizationalmeeting, andwho
shallact as chairmanof the vacancyboard.If the vacancyboarddoes
not fill the vacancy within the prescribedtime, the chairman shall
petition the courtof commonpleasto fill the vacancyby appointinga
registered elector of the ward or township, as the case may be, in
which the vacancyoccurs. In all cases,the personso appointedshall
hold the office if the term thereof continuesso long, until the first
Monday in Januaryafter the first municipal electionoccurring more
than sixty (60) days after the vacancyoccurs, at which election an
eligible personshall be electedfor the remainderof the term andshall
havebeena residentof the townshipcontinuouslyfor at leastone (1)
year before his appointment. In townships divided into wards, all
appo:intedcommissionersshall residein the wardin which the vacancy
occurredand shall haveresidedin said wardcontinuously for at least
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one (1) year before appointment.No personwho was convictedof or
pledguilty or no contestto a felony shall be eligible for appointment
to fill a vacancyon the board of commissionersfor a period of three
(3) yearsfrom the dateof the conviction orplea.

Section2. Section635 of the act is amendedto read:
Section635. General Provisions Relating to Examinations.—The

commission shall make rules and regulations to be approvedas
provided in section630 hereof, providing for the examination of
applicantsfor positionsin the police force and as paid operatorsof
fire apparatusand for promotions,which rules and regulationsshall
prescribethe minimum qualificationsof all applicantsto be examined
and the passinggrades.All examinationsfor positionsor promotions
shall be practical in characterand shall relate to such matters and
include such inquiries as will fairly test the merit and fitness of the
personsexaminedto dischargethe dutiesof the employmentsoughtby
them. All examinationsshall be open to all applicantswho havethe
minimum qualificationsrequired by the rules and regulations.Each
applicantfor examinationshall be subject to the regulationsadopted
by the commission and shall be required to submit to a physical
examinationeither before or after beingadmittedto the regularexam-
ination heldby the commission.

Public notice of the time and place of every examination, together
with the information as to the kind of position or place to be filled,
shall be given by publication once in a newspaperof generalcircula-
tion in the township or in a newspapercirculating generallyin the
townshipat least two weeksprior to eachexamination,and a copy of
the notice shall be prominentlypostedin the office of the commission
or otherpublic place.

The commissionshallpost in its office the eligible list containingthe
namesandgradesof thosewho havepassedthe examination.Persons
male or female who served in the military or naval service of the
United Statesduring any war in which the United Stateshasbeen,is
now, or shallhereafterbe engagedand whohavehonorabledischarges
from suchservice,who havesuccessfullypassedthe examination,shall
be given the additional credits and preferencein appointment and
promotionprovidedfor by law.

Section3. Section643 of the act, amendedJune18, 1975 (P.L.19,
No.7), is amendedto read:

Section643. PhysicalExaminations.—Allapplicantsfor examina-
tion shall undergoa physicalexaminationasprovidedin section635
which shall be conductedunder the supervisionof a doctor of medi-
cine appointedby the commission.No person shall be eligible for
appointmentuntil said doctorcertifies that the applicantis free from
any bodily or mentaldefects,deformity or diseasethat might incapaci-
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tatehim from the dischargeof the dutiesof thepositiondesired.
Section4. This actshall takeeffect immediatelybut the provisions

relating to the appointment of a felon shall be retroactive to
September1, 1980.

APPROVED—The4th dayof December,A. D. 1980.

DICK THORNBURGH


