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No. 1981-72

AN ACT

HB 243

AmendingTitle 18(CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-
utes, extendingexceptionsto prohibition on interceptionanddisclosureof
communicationsto the PennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgencyandto
certainpersonnelof public utilities.

The GeneralAssemblyof theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Paragraph(3) of section5704 of Title 18, act of
November25, 1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,is amendedandaparagraphisaddedto read:
§ 5704. Exceptionsto prohibition on interceptionand disclosureof

communications.
It shallnotbeunlawful underthischapterfor:

(3) Police andemergencycommunicationssystemsto recordtele-
phonecommunicationscominginto andgoingoutof thecommunica-
tionssystemof thePennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgencyora
policedepartment,fire department~,Jor countyemergencycenter,if:

(i) thetelephonesthereofarelimited to theexclusiveuseof the
communicationsystemfor administrativepurposesand provided
the communicationsystememploysa periodic warningwhich indi-
cates to the parties to the conversationthat the call is being
recorded;

(ii) all recordingsmadepursuantto this clause,all notesmade
therefrom,andall transcriptionsthereofmaybe destroyedat any
time,unlessrequiredwith regardto apendingmatter;and

(iii) at leastone nonrecordedtelephoneline is madeavailable
for publicuseat thePennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgency
andat eachpolicedepartment,fire departmentor countyemergency
center.

(6) Personnelofanypublic utility to recordtelephoneconversa-
donswith utility customersor thegeneralpublic relating to receiving
and dispatchingof emergencyand servicecalls provided there is,
during such recording, a periodic warning which indicatesto the
partiesto theconversationthatthecall is beingrecorded.
Section2. This actshalltakeeffectin 60days.

APPROVED—The10thdayof July, A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


